
 

 

San Mateo County Youth Commission 
 

  
***HYBRID MEETING - IN-PERSON AND BY VIDEOCONFERENCE*** 

This meeting of the San Mateo County Youth Commission will be held in 455 County Center Building, Room 101, First Floor, 

Redwood City, CA 94063.  Members of the public will be able to participate in the meeting remotely via the Zoom platform or in 

person in 455 County Center Building, Room 101, First Floor, Redwood City, CA 94063.  For information regarding how to 

participate in the meeting, either in person or remotely, please refer to the instructions at the end of the agenda. 

 

Members of the public are welcome to join the meeting virtually: 

 

Join by Device: https://smcgov.zoom.us/j/9404686015 

Join by Phone: +1 669 900 6833, Meeting ID: 940 468 6015 

 

County Center Building, 455  

Room 101, First Floor  

Redwood City, CA 94063 

 

WORKGROUP MEETING 

Minutes  
 

Thursday, October 12, 2023 

6:00 PM - 8:00 PM 
 

 

 

 

 

1. Call to Order 

This meeting was called to order @6:01 P.M. 

 

2. Roll Call 

Present: Commissioner Abraham, Commissioner Braunstein, Commissioner Chan, 

Commissioner Chavez-Franco, Commissioner Chen, Commissioner Chowdhary, 

Commissioner Escobar, Commissioner Handel, Commissioner Ho, Commissioner 

Lau, Commissioner Liu, Commissioner Kothari Commissioner Mishra, 

Commissioner Ryono, Commissioner Sardana, Commissioner A. Shah, 

Commissioner R. Shah, Commissioner Shroff, Commissioner Watson, Commissioner 

Zhao, Commissioner Zou,  

Absent:, Commissioner Agarwal, Commissioner Ordonez, Commissioner Nori, 

 

Community Agreements 
Diversity, Equity, Inclusion, Accessibility 
Be true to yourself. 
Step in, step out. 
Communicate efficiently and proactively. 
Accountability- be honest about what you can do and follow through with it.  
Community advocacy and empathy.  
Use your voice and strength, represent. 
Collaborate to innovate with passion and creativity.  



 

 

 

 

3. Public Comment        

Members of the public may address the commission on youth related issues and concerns that are not 

currently on the agenda. The public is welcome to speak on Agenda items throughout the meeting. 

Please use the raise hand feature if you would like to make a public comment. If you are attending by 

phone, you may press *9 to raise your hand. 

There was no public comment. 

 

4. Approve Agenda (Action)  

Motion: Commissioner Sadhana   

Second: Commissioner Shah  

The motion passes unanimously 

Approve Minutes (Action)  

Motion: Commissioner Shah 

Second: Commissioner  Zou  

The motion passes unanimously 

 

5. Discussion and Endorsement of JUHSD’s Resolution for a Climate Emergency 

(Action led by Environmental Justice Subcommittee) 

Discussing an endorsement to the JUDSH’s Resolution for a Climate Emergency. 

This resolution was sent out via email. The Commission together as a body decides to 

endorse the JUDSH Resolution. 

All Yay’s. No Nay’s. No abstentions. 

Subcommittee Committee Work Time   

Subcommittees will identify communication standards, team values, and what will 

happen if these values aren’t met. Discuss group norms, how to break up projects, and 

how to keep others accountable. Practice and prepare a “Work Plan Draft” 

presentation. 

Work Plan presentations will be 5 minutes each with 2 minutes for Q&A. 

Final work plans will be presented and due on Thursday, November 16th, 2023. 

Called back at 6:48 P.M. 

6. Committee Report Outs  

Health and Wellness  

Chair: Commissioner Liu 

Vice Chair: Chen 

Secretary: Commissioner Ordonez 

Goals: Suicide prevention, nutrition education, mental health and wellness. Network 

with mental health organizations. Nutrition education in high schools and schools that 

don't have them yet. Substance abuse information meetings and narcotic abuse 

awareness. Considering expanding more specifically on mental health. 

 

Civic Engagement  

Chair: Commissioner Zou and Commissioner Zhao 

Vice Chair: Commissioner Shroff 



 

 

Secretary: Rotated by month 

Goals: Increase political education among youth, host presentations from speakers at 

committee hosted events. Create educational pamphlets. Expand on a civic 

engagements website. Host voter registration drives. 

Educational Equity -  

Chair: Commissioner Sadhana 

Vice-Chair: Commissioner Kothari   

Secretary: Commissioner Escobar  

Goals: Split into three groups, each group has two people focus on a certain project. 

Ethnic studies project and advocacy for the continuation of ethnic studies programs in 

high schools. Facing educational disparity in Pacifica and other areas, confronting the 

lack of resources that those communities have. Create a mentorship program with 

programs that are already established. Literacy event to introduce children to more 

diverse pieces of literature written by people of different backgrounds. Multiple 

authors coming to the event. Attend meetings with partners to gain support. Getting in 

touch with authors for literacy events. 

 

Immigrant Youth  

Chair: Commissioner Handel 

Vice-Chair: Commissioner Chowdhary 

Secretary: Commissioner Watson 

Goals: Continuing with the scholarship from previous years. Expanding red cards to 

more than just community colleges (churches, community spaces) Work more 

personally with DREAM clubs in school (clubs for first generation students). 

 

Environmental Justice  

Chair: Commissioner Shah 

Vice-Chair: Commissioner Lau 

Secretary: Commissioner Mishra 

Goals: Reduce plastic waste. Expanding on legislation already created, working with 

the board of trustees in our district. Climate resolution expansion, moving it into the 

district. Hold a climate literacy event in San Mateo County. 

 

7. Announcements 

● Recognition & Gratitude Reception on November 7th, 2023, at 5 P.M to 7 P.M. RSVP to 

Juda Tolmasoff, who will be directly emailing commissioners an RSVP. 

● Submit Board & Commission liaisons interest by tomorrow. 

● Media Release forms need to be submitted. 

● Family justice and healing center information discussed by Commissioner Liu. 

● Every subcommittee is allowed to present a speaker during regular meetings. Will start 

off in January. 

● 10/14 is the National Nami Walk from 9 A.M to 12:30 P.M. 

 

8. Adjournment 



 

 

This meeting was adjourned at @7:21 P.M. 

Upcoming Meetings  

Resolution Drafting, Board Advocacy – October 19th   

Office of Equity Presentation - TBD 

Work Plan Presentations – November 16th 

Winter Retreat – December 14th 
 

Next Meeting: October 19, 2023 
 

 

*Instructions for Public Comment During Hybrid Meetings 

During hybrid meetings of the San Mateo County Youth Commission, members of the public may address the Members of the 

San Mateo County Youth Commission as follows: 

*Written Comments: 

Written public comments may be emailed in advance of the meeting. Please read the following instructions carefully: 

1. Your written comment should be emailed to YouthCommission@smcgov.org. 

2. Your email should include the specific agenda item on which you are commenting or note that your comment concerns an item 

that is not on the agenda or is on the consent agenda. 

3. Members of the public are limited to one comment per agenda item. 

4. The length of the emailed comment should be commensurate with the two minutes customarily allowed for verbal comments, 

which is approximately 250-300 words. 

5. If your emailed comment is received by 5:00 p.m. on the day before the meeting, it will be provided to the Members of the San 

Mateo Youth Commission and made publicly available on the agenda website under the specific item to which your comment 

pertains. If emailed comments are received after 5:00p.m. on the day before the meeting, the Commission Staff will make every 

effort to either (i) provide such emailed comments to the San Mateo Youth Commission and make such emails publicly available 

on the agenda website prior to the meeting, or (ii) read such emails during the meeting. Whether such emailed comments are 

forwarded and posted, or are read during the meeting, they will still be included in the administrative record. 

*Spoken Comments 

In person Participation: 

1. If you wish to speak to the San Mateo Youth Commission, please email YouthCommission@smcgov.org. If you have anything 

that you wish distributed to the San Mateo County Youth Commission and included in the official record, please hand it to 

Commission Staff who will distribute the information to the San Mateo County Youth Commission members and staff. 
 

Public records that relate to any item on the open session agenda for a regular or special meeting of the Youth Commission are 

available for public inspection. Those records that are distributed less than 72 hours prior to the meeting are available for public 

inspection at the same time they are distributed to all members, or a majority of the members of the Commission. Those public 

records are available to be sent electronically by emailing YouthCommission@smcgov.org. 

 

IN COMPLIANCE WITH THE CALIFORNIA GOVERNMENT CODE AND THE AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES 

ACT: The meetings of the Youth Commission are accessible to individuals with disabilities. Contact 

CEO_YouthCommission@smcgov.org as soon as possible prior to the meeting, if (1) you need special assistance or a disability-

related modification or accommodation, including auxiliary aids or services, in order to participate in this meeting; or (2) you 

have a disability and wish to receive the meeting notice, agenda packet or other writings that may be distributed at the meeting in 

an alternative format. Notification in advance of the meeting will enable the Youth Commission to make reasonable 

arrangements to ensure full accessibility to this meeting and the materials related to 

mailto:YouthCommission@smcgov.org

