
Accessory Dwelling Units
A Tool for Built Out Cities



Public Education

Supportive Zoning

Homeowner Tools
Manuals

Prototypes 
Financial Assistance







PUBLIC NEED
(Housing Crisis)

+
POLITICAL WILL

+
FUNDING 





PRESERVE NEIGHBORHOOD
1. Maintain neighborhood scale.

2. Design relates to main house.

PROTECT NEIGHBORS
1. ADU windows and the 

entrance face away from 
neighbors.

2. Homeowner lives on property. 

REMOVE BARRIERS
1. Parking:

• No covered parking.
• Parking in front yard 

setback or in tandem 
count.

2. City controlled costs –
water fees & sprinkler 
requirements.

HOUSING NEEDS NEIGHBORS’ NEEDS



HOUSING NEEDS NEIGHBORS’ NEEDS

FINANCIAL INCENTIVES
1. Fee Waiver Program:  

Income Restrictions for 
reduced fees.

2. Loan Program. 

3. Technical Assistance.

ADU PROGRAM ASSISTANCE
1. Step by step manual on how    

to develop an ADU.

2. Garage conversion design 
manual.

3. 7 shelf ready ADU plans.



• 2 “How To” Manuals

• 7 Prototype Designs –
11”X17” Plan Sets

Homeowner Tools





























ADU PROTOTYPES



Community Education

• Workshops & Public Hearings 
• Video on Community Television
• Active Website
• Great Press!!
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2014 EXPANDED PATH TO CREATE LEGAL ADUS 

1. Reduced Minimum lot size.

2. Eliminated setbacks for existing legal structures.

3. Reduced distance between ADU & house.

4. Eliminated maximum rear yard lot coverage.

5. Standardized 1 parking space for any size ADU.

6. Linked ADU to lot size (10% up to 940 sf.).

7. Allowed up to 2 yr. rental with CC approvals.



 Partnership with Habitat for Humanity.
 Helps “at risk” seniors age in place.
 Build a new accessible ADU.
 Creates affordable rental unit.
 Improves neighborhood.



The City of Santa 
Cruz ADU 
Program


