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Meda Okelo Appointed to San Mateo County Parks and Recreation Commission  
 

(Redwood City, CA) Today, the San Mateo County Board of Supervisors unanimously approved 
the appointment of Meda Okelo to the San Mateo County Parks and Recreation Commission as 
recommended by Supervisor Warren Slocum.  Okelo will represent the 4th Supervisorial District 
on the Parks and Recreation Commission; his term commences immediately and will expire on 
January 10, 2017. 
 
The County’s Parks and Recreation Commission is responsible for establishing policies to guide 
the work of the County’s Department of Parks.  The Parks Department has undergone exciting 
changes this past year including the Board of Supervisors reestablished the Parks Department 
as a free-standing department during the budget hearings; the Parks and Recreation 
Commission adopted a new Master Plan; a brand new Parks Director, Marlene Finley, started 
work on November 10th;  and, a new Parks website debuted in December.  
 
Supervisor Slocum, who represents the 4th District in San Mateo County which includes the 
communities of East Palo Alto, Redwood City, the portion of Menlo Park that is east of El 
Camino and the unincorporated community of North Fair Oaks, recommended Okelo, 30-year 
resident of East Palo Alto and its former, longtime Community Services Director.  In his former 
position at the City of East Palo Alto, Okelo was responsible for developing and implementing 
goals and objectives for the City’s Recreation and Parks Department, including the coordination 
of the Parks Capital Improvement fundraising program.  He also developed the City’s Summer 
Sports Camp Reading Enhancement Program, the Summer Performing Arts Camp, the Summer 
Rainbow Camp and the Young Adult Diversion Program.   
 
“I am extremely delighted to recommend Meda Okelo to the San Mateo County Parks and 
Recreation Commission.  His extensive background, his passion for parks and recreation, and his 
experience in serving the needs of a diverse community will help strengthen and shape the 
future of Parks and Recreation plans in San Mateo County,” said Slocum. 
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The Parks Department operates 17 separate parks, three regional trails and numerous other 
county and local trails encompassing 16,183 acres. They are located throughout the County and 
represent a wide variety of natural settings including a coastside marine reserve, a bayside 
recreational area, coastal mountain woodland areas, and urban sites. 
   
The Parks and Recreation Commission meets on the first Thursday of even-numbered months 
at 4:00 p.m. in the Board of Supervisors Chambers, Hall of Justice, 400 County Center, Redwood 
City. Meeting months are February, April, June, August, October and December. The 
Commission meeting room is wheel chair accessible. Meetings are held publicly and are 
conducted by a quorum of at least three of the Commissioners. Agendas are set for each 
meeting and minutes are recorded for actions taken. 
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