
 

 

COUNTY OF SAN MATEO 
PLANNING AND BUILDING DEPARTMENT 

 
 

DATE:  June 21, 2018 
 
TO: Zoning Hearing Officer 
 
FROM: Planning Staff 
 
SUBJECT:  Consideration of a Use Permit Renewal, pursuant to Sections 6500 of the 

County Zoning Regulations, to allow the continued operation of a wireless 
telecommunication facility on an existing PG&E tower located at the end of 
Loma Vista Drive in the unincorporated Burlingame Hills area of San 
Mateo County. 

 
 County File Number:  PLN 2001-00519 
 
 
PROPOSAL 
 
The applicant is proposing to renew their Use Permit for an existing Sprint wireless 
telecommunication facility located on an existing 98’-6’’ tall PG&E tower.  The current 
facility consists of two (2) panel antennas (mounted at 49’-7’’ above grade) and a 180 
sq. ft. equipment enclosure area located at the base of the tower screened by an 
existing 5-foot wooden fence.  Though adjacent to I-280, this project site is not located 
within the Junipero Serra State Scenic Corridor.  
 
The applicant is proposing maintenance items including the replacement of two existing 
panel antennas (to be located at 49’-9’’above grade) and the installation of two new 
panel antennas (to be located at 50’-3’’ above grade) on the west side of the PG&E 
tower.  In addition, Sprint is proposing to relocate two existing remote radio head (RRH) 
units from the equipment enclosure area and install four new RRH units near the 
proposed antennas.  Sprint is also proposing to construct a new extension ladder and to 
install two new hybrid cables on the side of the existing PG&E tower.  The proposed 
modifications qualify under the Federal Preemption as modifications that do not 
constitute a substantial change as defined in the Telecommunications Act.  
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
That the Zoning Hearing Officer approve the Use Permit Renewal, County File Number 
PLN 2001-00519, by making the findings and adopting the conditions of approval listed 
in Attachment A of this staff report.  
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BACKGROUND 
 
Report Prepared By:  Laura Richstone, Project Planner, 650/363-1829 
 
Applicant:  Frank Schabarum for Sprint 
 
Owner:  City and County of San Francisco and Pacific Gas & Electric (PG&E) 
 
Location:  At the end of Loma Vista Drive near the intersection of Trousdale and 
Highway 280, Burlingame 
 
APN:  093-050-130 
 
Size:  154.97 acres  
 
Existing Zoning:  Resource Management (RM)  
 
General Plan Designation:  Rural Open Space 
Sphere-of-Influence:  City of Burlingame  
 
Williamson Act:  Not Contracted 
 
Existing Land Use:  Public Utility Easement  
 
Water Supply:  N/A 
 
Sewage Disposal:  N/A 
 
Flood Zone:  Zone X (area of minimal flooding):  FEMA FIRM Panel 06081C0134E; 
effective October 16, 2012 
 
Environmental Evaluation:  Categorically except pursuant to Section 15301, Class 1 of 
the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) relating to the continued operation of 
an existing use.  
 
Setting:  The project parcel contains several PG&E towers supporting electric lines in a 
linear pattern along Highway 280 on San Francisco Watershed property.  The project 
site is located roughly 100 feet east of Highway 280 and approximately 100 feet away 
from the nearest residential structure in a semi-forested area.   
 



 

3 

Chronology: 
 
Date  Action 
 
February 2, 1997 - Initial Use Permit Approved, USE96-0059 
 
April 18, 2002 - Use Permit Renewal approved. New County File Number 

assigned, PLN 2001-00519. 
 
July 19, 2007 - Use Permit Renewal approved 
 
September 29, 2011 - Use Permit Renewal/Amendment submitted to remove and 

replace two panel antennas, and 2 equipment cabinets and 
add 2 new panel antennas and 6 RRH units.  The project was 
never deemed complete and the Use Permit Renewal was 
never completed.  

 
December 29, 2017 - Revised Use Permit Renewal and Amendment scope 

submitted to remove and replace two panel antennas, and 
add 2 new panel antennas, 4 RRH units, and 2 new hybrid 
cables.  Proposed modifications qualify for Federal 
Preemption. 

 
April 18, 2018 - Renewal application deemed complete.  
 
June 21, 2018 - Zoning Hearing Officer public hearing.  
 
DISCUSSION 
 
A. KEY ISSUES 
 
 1. Compliance with Conditions of the Last Approval  
 
  The conditions from the last approval by the Zoning Hearing Officer on July 

1, 2007 are assessed below on their compliance and if the conditions should 
be retained or revised. 

 
  Planning Department  
 
  a. The equipment cabinets shall be surrounded by a five (5) foot wooden 

fence and the antennas shall be maintained a grey color.  
 
   Compliance with Condition?  Yes. 
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   Recommend to Retain Condition?  Yes, but modified to reflect that the 
fence has been built and that the new equipment shall be painted a 
non-reflective gray color: 

 
   The applicant shall maintain the equipment enclosure fencing in good 

condition and perform repairs as necessary to serve its function as a 
screening devise for the equipment cabinets.  Any repairs and/or 
maintenance to the fence shall be of like colors and materials.   

 
   Prior to the issuance of a building permit, the applicant shall submit 

color samples for the antennas and equipment.  The antennas and all 
associated equipment shall be painted gray to match the existing 
PG&E tower.  Furthermore, all associated facility equipment shall be 
of non-reflective materials and/or colors.  Paint colors shall be subject 
to review and approval by the Community Development Director.  The 
applicant shall submit photos to the Current Planning Section for color 
verification after the applicant has painted the antennas and 
equipment the approved colors, but before a final building inspection is 
scheduled. 

 
  b. This installation shall be removed in its entirety at that time when this 

technology becomes obsolete or this facility is no longer needed. 
 
   Compliance with Condition?  Yes. 
 
   Recommend to Retain Condition?  Yes but modified to reflect the 

following: 
 
   When this technology becomes obsolete or the facility is no longer 

needed, the applicant shall remove this facility and all equipment in its 
entirety.  The owner and/or operator of the facility shall notify the 
Planning Department upon abandonment of the facility.  

 
  c. The applicant shall not enter into a contract with the landowner or 

lessee which reserves for one company exclusive use of the tower 
structure for telecommunications facilities. 

 
   Compliance with Condition?  Yes. 
 
   Recommend to Retain Condition?  Yes. 
 
  d. This permit shall be valid for ten (10) years from the date of final 

approval, with an option for renewal at the discretion of the applicant.  
Renewal of this permit shall be applied for six months prior to 
expiration and shall be accompanied by the renewal application and 
fees applicable at that time of renewal. 
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   Compliance with Condition?  Partial.  This Use Permit expired July 
2011.  The applicant submitted an application for renewal on 
September 26, 2011, however the project was never deemed 
complete and the Use Permit Renewal Process was never completed.   

 
   Recommend to Retain Condition?  Yes but modified to reflect the new 

Use Permit terms and dates as follows:  
 
   This Use Permit shall be valid for ten (10) years following the date of 

final approval, valid through June 21, 2028.  The applicant shall file for 
a renewal of this permit six months (December 7, 2027) prior to 
expiration with the County Planning and Building Department if 
continuation of the use is desired.  

 
  Building Department  
 
  e. The expired building permit (BLD 2002-00933) shall be reinstated and 

finalized within sixty (60) days of Use Permit renewal. 
 
   Recommend to Retain Condition?  No.  The condition is no longer 

applicable.  This outstanding building permit is for another cell site on 
the same parcel (Metro PCS County File No. PLN2001-00395) and 
was applied to this permit in error.  

 
  Additional Recommended Conditions 
 
  Staff recommends the following additional standard conditions of approval: 
 
  f.  This approval applies only to the proposal described in the report and 

materials approved by the Zoning Hearing Officer on June 21, 2018. 
Minor modifications to the project may be approved by the Community 
Development Director if they are consistent with the intent of, and in 
substantial conformance with this approval. 

 
  g. Any change in use or intensity shall require an amendment to this use 

permit.  Use permit amendments require an application for 
amendment, payment of applicable fees, and consideration at a public 
hearing. 

 
  h. The applicant shall maintain all necessary licenses and registrations 

from the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) and any other 
applicable regulatory bodies for the operation of the subject facility at 
this site.  The applicant shall supply the Planning Department with 
evidence of such licenses and registrations.  If any required license is 
ever revoked, the applicant shall inform the Planning Department of 
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the revocation within ten (10) days of receiving notice of such 
revocation. 

 
  i. This facility and all equipment associated with it shall be removed in its 

entirety by the applicant within ninety (90) days if the FCC license and 
registration are revoked or if the facility is abandoned or no longer 
needed and subject to a building permit as required by the Building 
Department.  The owner and/or operator of the facility shall notify the 
Planning Department upon abandonment of the facility. 

 
  j. There shall be no external lighting associated with this use.  Wireless 

telecommunication facilities shall not be lighted or marked unless 
required by the FCC or Federal Aviation Administration (FAA). 

 
  k. A building permit shall be issued prior to the start of any construction 

work associated with this amendment approval. 
 
  l. Appropriate warning signs shall be posted at the base of the tower 

regarding the potential risks of radio frequency exposure.  The 
applicant shall submit photos to the Current Planning Section for 
verification after the required signage has been posted, but before a 
final building inspection is scheduled. 

 
  m. This permit does not allow for the removal of any trees.  Removal of 

any tree with a diameter of 12 inches or greater, as measured 4.5 feet 
above the ground, shall require additional review by the Planning 
Department prior to removal. 

 
 2. Conformance with the General Plan 
 
  Staff has determined that the project complies with all applicable General 

Plan Policies including the following: 
 
  Visual Qualities Policies 
 
  Policies 4.15 (Appearance of New Development) and 4.21 (Utility 

Structures) seek to promote and enhance good design, site relationships 
and other aesthetic considerations including the appearance of utility 
structures in an effort of minimize adverse visual impacts.  

 
  The proposed antenna modifications, which include replacing two antennas, 

adding two new antennas, installing six Remote Radio Head (RRH) units on 
brackets behind the proposed antennas, constructing a new extension 
ladder, and running two new hybrid cables up the side of the existing PG&E 
tower are not expected to create a significant visual impact to the area given 
the scale of the added equipment to the PG&E tower, distance from public 
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viewpoints along I-280, equipment mounting height from the ground level, 
and partial screening from mature trees along the northbound approach 
of  I-280.  The replaced antennas will be mounted 50’-3’’ above grade and 
will be located at approximately the same vertical height of the existing 
antennas which are currently mounted at 49’-7’’ above grade.  Staff has 
added a condition of approval to ensure the antennas and tower-mounted 
equipment are painted a non-reflective gray color to blend in with the PG&E 
tower and to minimize visual impacts. 

 
  Sprint’s existing ground equipment area is located under the PG&E tower, is 

surrounded by a 5-foot tall wooden fence for screening purposes, and is not 
visible from I-280 due to existing mature trees and vegetation along the 
eastern side of I-280.  No visual impacts from the continued operation of the 
wireless facility are expected.  

 
  General Land Use  
 
  Policies 9.42 (Development Standards for Land Use Compatibility in 

General Open Space Lands) 9.43 (San Francisco Watershed Lands) 
recognize San Francisco Watershed lands as unique areas and seek to 
retain their open space value by locating development in areas that cause 
the least disturbance to visual, wildlife, and recreational resources.  The 
proposed equipment is the same size and will be mounted at approximately 
the same height of the existing antennas and will not detract from the visual 
character of the parcel.  The facility is accessed by an existing road off of 
Skyview Drive and no new roads are proposed.  By mounting the proposed 
antennas on an existing PG&E tower, the need to introduce new towers or 
poles that would negatively impact the visual and scenic quality of the area 
is eliminated.  

 
 3. Conformance with the Zoning Regulations 
 
  a. RM (Resource Management) District Regulations 
 
   The project site is located within the Resource Management District.  

Wireless telecommunication facilities are an allowed use in this district 
subject to the issuance of a use permit.  The initial use permit for this 
site was granted in 1997. 

 
   The applicant proposes to install a new access ladder and antennas 

among other modifications, on the existing PG&E transmission tower.  
These modifications qualify under the Federal Preemption as 
maintenance modifications because they do not constitute a 
substantial change.  Modifications that add no more than 4 new 
cabinets, do not increase the height of the tower, require no 
excavation/development outside the current site, and do not eliminate 
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concealment elements of the eligible support structure are considered 
minor maintenance modifications under the Telecommunications Act 
and do not require County approval (i.e. Federally Preemption).  

 
  b. Development Review Criteria  
 
   The project complies with the applicable Site Design Criteria and 

Utilities Criteria, as set forth in Sections 6324.2 and 6324.3 
respectively.  These criteria seek to ensure that development is 
situated and designed so that its presence is subordinate to the 
existing natural characteristics of the site, avoids substantially 
detracting from the scenic and visual quality of the County, and 
employ colors and materials that blend with the surrounding natural 
environment.   

 
 4. Conformance with the Wireless Telecommunication Facilities Ordinance  
 
  According to Section 6512.6 of the Wireless Telecommunication Facilities 

Ordinance, existing facilities built prior to January 9, 2009 are subject to the 
provisions of the Ordinance related to new facilities.  Staff has reviewed the 
project against the provisions of the Wireless Telecommunication Facilities 
Ordinance and determined that the project complies with the applicable 
standards discussed below.  

 
  a. Development and Design Standards  
 
   Section 6512.2 A prohibits location in a Sensitive Habitat as 

defined by Policy 1.8 of the General Plan for facilities proposed 
outside the Coastal Zone. 

 
   The site of the existing and proposed Sprint facility is not near mapped 

sensitive habitats.  
 
   Section 6512.2.B prohibits wireless facilities to be located in 

residential-zoned areas, unless the applicant demonstrates that 
no other site allows feasible or adequate capacity and coverage. 
Evidence shall include an alternative site analysis within 2.5 
miles of the proposed facility. 

 
   The existing wireless telecommunication site is located on an existing 

PG&E tower in the RM Zoning District along I-280 and not in a 
residentially zoned district.  
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   Section 6512.2.C prohibits wireless telecommunication facilities 
to be located in areas where co-location on existing facilities 
would provide equivalent coverage with less environmental 
impact. 

 
   This facility was established under a 1997 use permit approval and 

has been in operation ever since.  Sprint is proposing to upgrade this 
existing facility and is not proposing to relocate.  If a different location 
were proposed, there would be the potential for new environmental 
impacts depending on the location of the new site and construction of 
a new facility elsewhere.  Maintaining and upgrading the current 
facility minimizes potential environmental impacts while continuing to 
provide consistent coverage.  Conditions of approval Nos. 6 and 8 
which require the facility to maintain all applicable FCC licenses and/or 
remove the facility in its entirety within 90 days if any such licenses are 
revoked have been added to the recommended conditions of approval 
to ensure that this facility will have as little environmental impact as 
possible.  The addition of condition of approval No. 3 also ensures that 
environmental impacts from this site are minimized by requiring any 
change of use or intensity of this facility to obtain a use permit 
amendment and undergo staff review.  

 
   The radio frequency (RF) report prepared by SiteSafe Inc. included an 

analysis of Sprint’s proposed modifications (Attachment E).  The 
measured cumulative public exposure level of any person at ground 
level is less than 1% of the most restrictive public limit.  Higher 
emission levels (exceeding 100% of the general public MPE) are 
expected at 47’ above grade.  While these emission levels exceed 
general public MPE levels, they fall within acceptable occupational 
MPE limits and are safe for trained professionals to be in.  The general 
public will not be exposed to these higher MPE levels as no tall 
structures surround the facility and as public access to the site is 
restricted.  As detailed in the RF report, the existing wireless facility 

must place RF exposure signs on the PG&E tower to inform everyone 
who has access to the site that there may be RF levels in excess of 
the FCC general public MPE levels.  Staff has added recommended 
condition of approval No. 11 to require the installation of these signs 
before a final building inspection for the proposed facility is scheduled.  

 
   Section 6512.2.D requires wireless telecommunication facilities 

to be constructed so as to accommodate and be made available 
for co-location unless technologically infeasible. 

 
   Though Sprint is currently the only cellular provider mounted on this 

PG&E tower, the placement of the existing facility and proposed 



 

10 

modifications do not preclude other wireless facilities from co-locating 
on this structure. 

 
   Sections 6512.2.E-G seek to minimize and mitigate visual impacts 

from public views by ensuring that appropriate vegetative 
screening, painting of equipment, or other methods of blending 
equipment in with the surrounding environment are implemented 
and requiring facilities to be constructed of non-reflective 
materials. 

 
   The subject wireless facility is located outside the Junipero Serra State 

Scenic Corridor on a PG&E tower adjacent to, and partially visible 
from, I-280.  Though the proposed new antennas will be mounted at 
approximately the same height as the existing antennas, to minimize 
visual impacts, the applicant will be required to paint the antenna 
panels, associated equipment, and hybrid cables a non-reflective gray 
color to match the existing PG&E tower.  Additionally, proposed 
conditions of approval Nos. 9 and 12 which prohibit exterior lighting 
and the removal of any significant or heritage tree seek to mitigate any 
potential visual impacts this facility may pose to public views.  Staff 
believe that the visual impacts from the facility’s proposed 
modifications will not be overly dominant when viewed in context of 
the existing 98’ tall PG&E tower and due to the fact that the facility is 
partially screened by existing vegetation on the northbound I-280 
approach.  

 
   Section 6512.2.H requires compliance with the underlying zoning 

district. 
 
   The project site is located within the Resource Management (RM) 

Zoning District.  Refer to Section A.3 above (Zoning Regulations) for 
further discussion.  

 
   Section 6512.2.I(1) requires that no structure or appurtenance 

shall exceed the height of the forest canopy by more than 10% or 
five feet, whichever is less in forested areas of the Resource 
Management District. 

 
   The existing PG&E tower sits on a partially wooded parcel east of I-

280.  Though only partially screened by trees, the proposed antenna 
height of 50’-3’’ above grade will not place the antennas above the 
canopies of the surrounding trees (see Attachment D for pictures).  

 



 

11 

   Section 6512.2.K requires the overall footprint of a facility to be 
as minimal as possible and not cover more than 15% in area of 
the lot or an area greater than 1,600 square feet in residential 
districts. 

 
   While the wireless facility is mounted to an existing PG&E tower, a 

ground level equipment enclosure area is located at the base of the 
tower.  And while the facility is not located in a residential district, the 
existing 180 sq. ft. equipment enclosure area sits within the footprint of 
the PG&E tower, does not cover more than 15% of the lot, and does 
not contribute to the overall footprint of the tower.  No expansion of the 
equipment area or the foot print of the PG&E tower is proposed.  

 
   Section 6512.2.L prohibits diesel generators as emergency power 

sources unless electricity, natural gas, solar, wind or other 
renewable energy sources are not feasible. 

 
   No diesel generator is proposed.  
 
  b. Performance Standards 
 
   The project, as proposed and conditioned, meets the required 

performance standards of Section 6512.3 for lighting, licensing, 
provision of a permanent power source, timely removal of the facilities, 
and visual resource protection.  There is no lighting proposed on the 
PG&E tower, proper licenses will be obtained from both the FCC and 
CPUC, power for the facilities will be provided by PG&E, visual 
impacts will be reduced to a less than significant level through design 
and proper mitigations, and conditions of approval 6 and 8 require 
maintenance and/or removal of the facilities when necessary or no 
longer in use. 

 
 5. Compliance with the Use Permit Findings  
 
  Under the provisions of Section 6500, wireless telecommunication facilities 

are permitted in the RM Zoning District subject to the issuance of a use 
permit.  In order to approve the subject use permit renewal, the following 
findings must be made:  

 
  a. That the establishment, maintenance and/or conducting of the 

use will not, under the circumstances or this particular case, be 
detrimental to the public welfare or injurious to property or 
improvements in said neighborhood.  
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   Wireless telecommunication facilities, including the proposed 
maintenance modifications, require the submittal of a radio frequency 
report (RF) and compliance with applicable FCC public exposure 
limits.  As previously discussed, the submitted report identified 
emission levels exceeding 100% of the General Public MPE for the 
areas in front of the panel antennas (at 47’ above grade).  Although 
these levels exceed the maximum public exposure limit, the public is 
restricted from accessing this location.  The occupational MPE for this 
site is within the acceptable range for trained professionals.  The RF 
report concluded that the site will comply with all applicable FCC 
Rules and Regulations upon installation of caution signs at the base of 
the transmission tower.  Condition of approval No. 11 has been added 
to ensure that warning signs regarding potential RF exposure shall be 
posted on the tower.  Given the RF report, and recommended 
condition of approval No. 11, staff has determined that the proposed 
project will not be detrimental to the public welfare or injurious to 
property or improvements within the area.   

 
  b. That the proposed project is necessary for the public health, 

safety, convenience or welfare of the community.  
 
   Staff has determined that the continued operation of the existing 

facility and modifications will allow for increased clarity, range, and 
capacity of the existing wireless network and will therefore enhance 
services and benefit both public and private users.  The continued 
operation of the communication facility is considered necessary for 
public health, safety, convenience and welfare. 

 
B. ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW  
 
 This project is categorically exempt from environmental review pursuant to 

Section 15301, Class 1, of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) 
relating to the continued operation of an existing use. 

 
C. REVIEWING AGENCIES 
 
 Building Inspection Section  
 Department of Public Works  
 San Mateo County Fire Department  
 Burlingame Hills Improvement Association  
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
A. Recommended Findings and Conditions of Approval  
B. Vicinity Map 
C. Project Plans 
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D. Photo Simulations and Photos 
E. Radio Frequency Report, prepared by Safe Site Inc., dated November 13, 2017 
 
LAR:aow – LARCC0211_WAU.DOCX 
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Attachment A 
 

County of San Mateo 
Planning and Building Department 

 
RECOMMENDED FINDINGS AND CONDITIONS OF APPROVAL 

 
 
Permit or Project File Number:  PLN 2001-00519 Hearing Date:  June 21, 2018 
 
Prepared By: Laura Richstone For Adoption By:  Zoning Hearing Officer 
 Project Planner 
 
RECOMMENDED FINDINGS 
 
Regarding the Environmental Review, Find:  
 
1. That the project is categorically exempt from environmental review, per Class 1, 

Section 15301, of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines for 
continued operation of existing facilities. 

 
Regarding the Use Permit, Find:  
 
2. That the establishment, maintenance and/or conducting of the use will not, under 

the circumstances of the particular case, be detrimental to the public welfare or 
injurious to property or improvements in said neighborhood, since the proposed 
improvements will comply with all applicable  Federal Communications 
Commission (FCC) Rules and Regulations regarding public and occupational 
radio frequency exposure limits.  Furthermore, the site will continue to require only 
minimal routine service visits of the otherwise non-staffed facility, no additional 
traffic will be generated, and the amendment will not intensify the use of the 
property. 

 
3. That the project is necessary for the public health, safety, convenience or welfare 

by enhancing and increasing the capacity and network coverage to the 
surrounding area to accommodate the growing demand from private citizens and 
public agencies, including emergency services.  Furthermore, there is no evidence 
to suggest that the operation or proposed modification to this facility has or would 
cause a detriment to the public health or safety.  The benefits provided by the 
added cellular coverage will outweigh any impacts caused by placing the 
antennas 8’’ higher than the current antennas.  The placement of the proposed 
modifications will not increase the height of the existing PG&E tower and will be 
screened by the surrounding tree canopy.  
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RECOMMENDED CONDITIONS OF APPROVAL 
 
Current Planning Section 
 
1. This approval applies only to the proposal described in the report and materials 

approved by the Zoning Hearing Officer on June 21, 2018.  Minor modifications to 
the project may be approved by the Community Development Director if they are 
consistent with the intent of, and in substantial conformance with this approval. 

 
2. This Use Permit shall be valid for ten (10) years following the date of final 

approval, valid through June 21, 2028.  The applicant shall file for a renewal of 
this permit six months (December 7, 2027) prior to expiration with the County 
Planning and Building Department if continuation of the use is desired. 

 
3. Any change in use or intensity shall require an amendment to this use permit.  

Use permit amendments require an application for amendment, payment of 
applicable fees, and consideration at a public hearing.  

 
4. The applicant shall maintain the equipment enclosure fencing in good condition 

and perform repairs as necessary to serve its function as a screening devise for 
the equipment cabinets.  Any repairs and/or maintenance to the fence shall be of 
like colors and materials. 

 
5. Prior to the issuance of a building permit, the applicant shall submit color samples 

for the antennas and equipment.  The antennas and all associated equipment 
shall be painted gray to match the existing PG&E tower.  Furthermore, all 
associated facility equipment shall be of non-reflective materials and/or colors.  
Paint colors shall be subject to the review and approval by the Community 
Development Director.  The applicant shall submit photos to the Current Planning 
Section for color verification after the applicant has painted the antennas and 
equipment the approved colors, but before a final building inspection is scheduled. 

 
6. The applicant shall maintain all necessary licenses and registrations from the 

Federal Communications Commission (FCC) and any other applicable regulatory 
bodies for the operation of the subject facility at this site.  The applicant shall 
supply the Planning Department with evidence of such licenses and registrations.  
If any required license is ever revoked, the applicant shall inform the Planning 
Department of the revocation within ten (10) days of receiving notice of such 
revocation. 

 
7. The applicant shall not enter into a contract with the landowner or lessee which 

reserves for one company exclusive use of the tower structure for 
telecommunications facilities. 
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8. This facility and all equipment associated with it shall be removed in its entirety by 
the applicant within ninety (90) days if the FCC license and registration are 
revoked or if the facility is abandoned or no longer needed and subject to a 
building permit as required by the Building Department.  The owner and/or 
operator of the facility shall notify the Planning Department upon abandonment of 
the facility. 

 
9. There shall be no external lighting associated with this use.  Wireless 

telecommunication facilities shall not be lighted or marked unless required by the 
FCC or Federal Aviation Administration (FAA). 

 
10. A building permit shall be issued prior to the start of any construction work 

associated with this amendment approval. 
 
11. Appropriate warning signs shall be posted at the base of the tower regarding the 

potential risks of radio frequency exposure.  The applicant shall submit photos to 
the Current Planning Section for verification after the required signage has been 
posted, but before a final building inspection is scheduled. 

 
12. This permit does not allow for the removal of any trees.  Removal of any tree with 

diameter of 12 inches or greater, as measured 4.5 feet above the ground, shall 
require additional review by the Planning Department prior to removal. 

 
13. When this technology becomes obsolete or the facility is no longer needed, the 

applicant shall remove this facility and all equipment in its entirety.  The owner 
and/or operator of the facility shall notify the Planning Department upon 
abandonment of the facility.  
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