
 

 

The Marin County Parks regulations governing dogs are intended to protect park 
resources and park visitors. Your efforts as responsible dog owners are necessary for resource 
protection and to ensure that other visitors have a safe and enjoyable experience. Be respectful of 
others, be in control of your dog(s) at all times, and always clean up and pack out. Dogs are not 
permitted at McNears Beach, Paradise Beach, and Stafford Lake parks, except service 
animals. 

When Visiting Marin County Parks or Facilities with Your Dog: 

• Dogs are permitted at Marin County parks and facilities when restrained by a leash (dogs 
are not permitted at McNears Beach Park, Paradise Beach Park, and Stafford Lake Park).  

• Leashes must not exceed six feet in length.  
• Dogs must not enter playground or play areas (enclosed or unenclosed), marshes, tide 

pools, ponds, or other sensitive wildlife areas.  
• Dog owners and individuals accompanying dogs at Marin County parks and facilities are 

required to clean up and remove dog waste.  
• All individuals bringing a dog or multiple dogs to Marin County parks and facilities must 

possess a leash no longer than six feet in length, for each dog.  
• Dogs may not be left unattended in vehicles at any time. 
• Service dogs and animals are permitted at all Marin County parks and facilities.  
• Violation of the Marin County Parks code is subject to citation and fine.  

Excerpt from the Marin County Code 

Section 10.06.010 - Dogs and other animals. Other than service animals that assist persons with 
disabilities, dogs and other domestic animals are not allowed within parks, except in areas 
designated otherwise. Where permitted, dogs and other domestic animals must be fastened to and 
restrained by a chain or leash not exceeding six feet in length except in areas exclusively used for 
dog parks. Dogs and other domestic animals must be under the direct and immediate control of a 
responsible person. No person shall do any of the following within parks: 

A. Allow any dog or other domestic animal to enter environmentally sensitive or restricted 
areas;  

B. Allow any dog or other domestic animal to interfere with, bother or disturb others;  



C. Allow any dog or other domestic animal to hunt, pursue or harass other animals or 
wildlife;  

D. Bring or keep a noisy, vicious or dangerous dog or other animal;  
E. Tie or hitch any dog or domestic animal to a tree or plant;  
F. Bring or keep a dog four months of age or more without proof that the dog has a valid 

rabies inoculation or a valid license;  
G. Leave a dog or other animal in an unattended vehicle without adequate ventilation, or in 

such manner as to subject the animal to extreme temperatures that adversely affect the 
animal's health or welfare;  

H. Fail to promptly remove from parks any dog or other domestic animal after being ordered 
by authorized department personnel to do so.  

Dogs and other animals, other than service animals that assist persons with disabilities, are not 
permitted in buildings managed by the department. 

Visit Rules and Regulations to view the entire Marin County Parks Code, Title 10. 

Dog Parks 

The Marin County Parks and Open Space Department does not have a formal dog park or, as the 
Marin Humane Society describes, “a place where dogs can socialize and run off leash in a safe, 
secure environment.” Please visit the Marin Humane Society for information about dog parks in 
Marin. Check out DogFriendly.com for a comprehensive guide to dog-friendly locations in 
Marin and the North Bay. 

Dogs and Other Land Management Agencies 

A mix of local, state, and federal agencies own public land throughout Marin. Each agency has 
unique and different regulations concerning dogs. The following links are provided to help dog 
owners locate information and understand which public agency has jurisdiction over the area(s) 
they want to visit with their dog(s). 

• Visit Marin County Open Space District to learn about the regulations governing dogs in 
Marin County Open Space preserves.  

• Visit the Golden Gate National Recreation Area to learn about the regulations governing 
dogs on their lands.  

• Visit the Point Reyes National Seashore to learn about the regulations governing dogs on 
their lands.  

• Visit the Marin Municipal Water District to learn about the regulations governing dogs 
on their lands.  

• Use Find a Park tool to locate a California State Park in Marin County. Select the By 
City/County link, then select Marin from the dropdown list of counties and click the park 
name you want to visit or learn more about. 

Rules and Regulations 

Marin County Parks rules and regulations have been established to provide safe and 
pleasant places for all users and ensure protection of natural resources. Our parks and 

http://www.marincountyparks.org/depts/pk/divisions/parks/main/rules
http://www.marinhumanesociety.org/resources/dogparks.html
http://www.dogfriendly.com/server/travel/uscities/guides/w/cities/wonlinecityCAMarin_-_North_Bay.shtml
http://www.marincountyparks.org/depts/pk/divisions/open-space/main/dogs
http://www.nps.gov/goga/parkmgmt/pets.htm
http://www.nps.gov/pore/planyourvisit/pets.htm
http://www.marinwater.org/189/Biking-Dog-Walking-Hiking-Riding-Picnick
http://www.parks.ca.gov/parkindex/


facilities are popular places for residents and visitors to recreate and be active. Activities which 
threaten or endanger visitors, the land, or the environment are not permitted. 

Municode provides free access to the Marin County Municipal Code. 

Note: Title 10 is the Marin County Parks Code. 

Frequently Asked About Rules and Regulations 

Individuals and groups are responsible for knowing and following the rules and regulations when 
visiting Marin County parks and facilities. Some of the most frequently asked about Marin 
County Parks codes are:  

Dogs: Other than service animals that assist persons with disabilities, dogs and other domestic 
animals are not allowed within parks, except in areas designated otherwise. Where permitted, 
dogs and other domestic animals must be fastened to and restrained by a chain or leash not 
exceeding six feet in length except in areas exclusively used for dog parks. Dogs and other 
domestic animals must be under the direct and immediate control of a responsible person. For 
more information, please visit Dogs in Parks. 

Fishing: All fishing within parks is subject to the California Fish and Game Code, the rules and 
regulations of the California Department of Fish and Wildlife and these regulations. Department 
employees, California Department of Fish and Wildlife officials, and other law enforcement 
personnel are authorized to issue citations for violations, confiscate fish and impound fishing 
gear upon violation of regulations. 

Group Use: No group, school, club or similar organization, whether formally organized or not, 
shall hold or conduct any activity within parks with twenty or more participants without prior 
written approval from the department. Group use of parks is subject to prior reservations, 
conditions and charges. 

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMD): For inquiries concerning the use of a 
power-driven mobility device on a County or Open Space District trail, pursuant to Title II of the 
Americans with Disabilities Act, § 35.137, Mobility Devices, please contact Principal Planner 
Steve Petterle at (415) 473-6394. 

Swimming: No person shall bathe, swim, wade, wash or otherwise enter any water or waterways 
within parks in areas posted against such use. 

Skate Park: No person shall use the skate park without wearing a helmet, elbow pads, and knee 
pads. Bicycles are not allowed in the skate park. Effective March 2015, nonmotorized scooters 
will be allowed during all hours of operation. Permissible scooters are human powered with a 
handlebar, deck, and wheels. 
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http://library.municode.com/index.aspx?clientId=16476&stateId=5&stateName=California
http://www.marincountyparks.org/depts/pk/divisions/parks/main/dogs
https://www.wildlife.ca.gov/
http://www.marincountyparks.org/Global/Contact-Us-Form?id=exgxmXW0SgN5GSIqWckwpaFKmve+6YUczYnynqvQBRw=&dn=Steve+Petterle
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