
 
Item 9 - Addendum

 

COMMISSIONERS: JOSHUA COSGROVE, CHAIR, SPECIAL DISTRICT   WARREN SLOCUM, VICE CHAIR, COUNTY  RICH GARBARINO, CITY   DON 

HORSLEY, COUNTY   MIKE O NEILL, CITY   RIC LOHMAN, SPECIAL DISTRICT  ANN DRAPER, PUBLIC 

ALTERNATES: KATI MARTIN, SPECIAL DISTRICT  HARVEY RARBACK, CITY  JAMES O NEILL, PUBLIC  DAVE PINE, COUNTY 
STAFF: MARTHA POYATOS, EXECUTIVE OFFICER  TIM FOX, LEGAL COUNSEL  ROB BARTOLI, MANAGEMENT  

ANALYST  ANGELA MONTES, CLERK 

October 20, 2020 

To: LAFCo Commissioners 

From: Martha Poyatos, Executive Officer 

Subject: Addendum Report: Request for Initiation of Municipal Service Review for East Palo 
Alto Sanitary District 

Since release of the October 14, 2020staff report, 
additional background information on proposed development projects in East Palo Alto. In 
addition, staff has an alternative recommendation should the Commission direct staff to 
proceed with a municipal service review (MSR) for East Palo Alto Sanitary District (EPASD). Also, 
LAFCo has received two additional e-mails from a resident of East Palo Alto and a letter from an 
EPASD Board member (Attachments A & B).   

Pending Development Projects 

Attachment C is a spreadsheet and map provided by the City of East Palo Alto that details 
pending city-wide development projects and their status. The spreadsheet lists 1,273 proposed 
residential units, 121,711 sq. ft. of retail, 4,597,588 sq. ft. of office, and 25,000 sq. ft. of 
industrial as pending. As indicated in letters from developers, an essential component for 
carrying out each of these projects is a will serve letter from EPASD. 

One of several benefits of an MSR is that it could include analysis of infrastructure needs and 
deficiencies.  The MSR is not a proposal for reorganization or dissolution, rather a study that 
includes consideration of the following areas of determination. 

(1) Growth and population projections for the affected area.  

(2) The location and characteristics of any disadvantaged unincorporated communities within 
or contiguous to the sphere of influence.  

(3) Present and planned capacity of public facilities, adequacy of public services, and 
infrastructure needs or deficiencies including needs or deficiencies related to sewers, municipal 
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and industrial water, and structural fire protection in any disadvantaged, unincorporated 
communities within or contiguous to the sphere of influence.  

(4) Financial ability of agencies to provide services.  

(5) Status of, and opportunities for, shared facilities.  

(6) Accountability for community service needs, including governmental structure and 
operational efficiencies.  

(7) Any other matter related to effective or efficient service delivery, as required by commission 
policy

Alternative Recommendation 

After further consideration of  the requests from East Palo Alto residents and developers 
(Sobrato Organization, Midpeninsula Housing Corporation and East Palo Alto Community 
Alliance and Neighborhood Development Association/EPA CAN DO) who are currently working 
with the City of East Palo Alto and EPASD on commercial and affordable housing projects, staff 
recommends that the Commission consider directing staff to issue a request for proposals for a 
consultant prepared MSR that would be funded proportionally by the developers since the 
request is development driven. 
work program.  

Recommended Action: 

By motion: 

1) Recommend that staff prepare and issue a request for proposals for a consultant 
prepared Municipal Service Review for the City of East Palo Alto, East Palo Alto Sanitary 
District, and West Bay Sanitary District that would be funded by willing developers. 

Attachments: 

A. E-mails from Dixie-Lee S. Specht-Schulz, 
B. Letter from EPASD Board Member Dennis Scherzer 
C. Table and Map of Pending East Palo Alto Development Projects 

cc: Dixie-Lee S. Specht-Schulz, resident  
Court Skinner, resident  
Duane Bay, EPA CAN DO  
Lillian Lew-Hailer, MidPen Housing Corp.  
Tamsen Plume and Kevin J. Ashe, Holland & Knight LLP  
Jaime M. Fontes, City Manager, City of East Palo Alto  

 Akintunde A. Okupe, General Manager, East Palo Alto Sanitary District  
Sergio Ramirez, General Manager, West Bay Sanitary District 
Dennis Scherzer, Board Member, East Palo Alto Sanitary District 
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Source: 2015 General Plan, 2010 U.S. Census, San Mateo County GIS Enterprise Database and Santa Clara County, 2012.
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