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 September 13, 2017 

To: LAFCo Commissioners 

From: Martha Poyatos, Executive Officer 

Subject: Legislative Report – Information Only 

Bills Currently Being Tracked by the CALAFCO Legislative Committee 

As reported previously, CALAFCO has sponsored or co-sponsored three bills this year: 

 AB 464 (Gallagher), and AB 979 and AB 1725 (Assembly Local Government Committee). 

This bill makes necessary technical changes to existing LAFCo law to solidify the current 

practice of LAFCos approving annexations of territory already receiving services from a 

local agency through an out-of-area service agreement (Government Code Section 

56133). CALAFCO requested letters from local LAFCos requesting the Governor’s 

signature. San Mateo LAFCo’s letter was included in July’s legislative report. The 

Governor signed the bill on Monday, July 10. 

 AB 1725. This is the annual omnibus bill used by CALAFCO to make non-substantive 

technical corrections to the Cortese-Knox-Hertzberg Act. CALAFCO requested letters 

requesting the Governor’s signature. Please see San Mateo LAFCo’s attached letter. As 

of the writing of this report, the Governor has not signed the bill.  

 AB 979 (CALAFCO co-sponsored with the California Special Districts Association.) This bill 

proposes to streamline the process to seat special districts on LAFCos and also includes 

language requiring LAFCos to assist independent special district selection committees 

with the consolidated countywide redevelopment agency oversight board appointment 

process. CALAFCO requested letters requesting the Governor’s signature. Please see San 

Mateo LAFCo’s attached letter. The Governor signed the bill on September 1, 2017. 
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Other Bills of Interest to LAFCos 

 SB 448 (Wieckowski) provides a mechanism to identify inactive special districts and 

requires LAFCos to dissolve the inactive districts via an expedited process. The bill 

contains other provisions requiring the State Controller to publish a list of all 

independent special districts and a list of all inactive special districts. Since its 

introduction, the bill has been amended to remove all requirements regarding idle 

special districts. Please see San Mateo LAFCo’s attached letter. This bill is on the 

Governor’s desk for signature.  

 AB 1728 (Assembly Local Government Committee) would require health care districts to 

adopt annual budgets, establish and maintain a website with certain required content, 

and adopt policies for grant-making activities. This bill is currently on the Governor’s 

desk for signature.  

Note: The last day for the Governor to sign or veto bills is October 15, 2017. 

Attachments:  AB 1725 Request to Sign Letter 
 AB 979 Request to Sign Letter 
 SB 448 Support Letter 
 Legislative Daily Report 9-12-2017 
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September 7, 2017 
 
 
 
 
The Honorable Edmund G. Brown, Governor 
State of California 
California State Capitol Building 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

Subject: Request to Sign AB 1725 – Assembly Local Government Committee Omnibus Bill 

Dear Governor Brown: 

The San Mateo Local Agency Formation Commission (LAFCo) respectfully requests that you sign 
Assembly Bill 1725 (Assembly Local Government Committee), which is now before you for action. 
AB 1725 makes changes and clarifications to the Cortese-Knox-Hertzberg Local Government 
Reorganization Act of 2000. 

This annual bill includes technical changes to the Act which governs the work of Local Agency Formation 
Commissions (LAFCos). These changes are necessary as LAFCos implement the Act and small 
inconsistencies are found or clarifications are needed to make the law as unambiguous as possible. 
AB 1725 makes several minor technical changes, corrects obsolete and incorrect code references, and 
makes minor updates to outdated sections. Without making any policy changes, the revised language 
greatly clarifies the laws and eliminates outdated and confusing language, thereby creating a significant 
increase in the clarity of the Act for all stakeholders. 

Because this legislation helps ensure that the Cortese-Knox-Hertzberg Act remains a vital and practical 
law that is consistently applied around the state, and clearer to all who use the Act, we respectfully urge 
you to sign AB 1725. 

Sincerely yours, 

 

Martha Poyatos 
Executive Officer 

 

cc: The Honorable Cecilia Aguiar-Curry, Chair, Assembly Local Government Committee 
 Misa Lennox, Principal Consultant, Assembly Local Government Committee 

Tom Dyer, Chief Deputy Legislative Secretary to the Governor 
Assemblymember Kevin Mullin 
Senator Jerry Hill 
Pamela Miller, Executive Director, California Association of Local Agency Formation 

Commissions 
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August 24, 2017 
 
 
The Honorable Edmund G. Brown, Governor 
State of California 
California State Capitol Building 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

Subject: Request to Sign AB 979 (Lackey) – Local Agency Formation Commissions District Representation 

Dear Governor Brown: 

The San Mateo Local Agency Formation Commission (LAFCo) respectfully requests that you sign Assembly Bill 979 
(Lackey) which is now before you for action. AB 979 facilitates streamlining the process of seating special district 
representation on LAFCos. 
 

The statutory mission of LAFCos is to discourage urban sprawl, preserve agricultural land and open space, 
encourage the orderly formation and development of local agencies, and ensure the efficient provision of services 
by those local agencies. By statute, each LAFCo is composed of representatives from the county, cities within the 
county, and a member of the public (with each seat having an alternate). Special districts have the ability to opt 
into representation on LAFCos and since 1972, special districts have chosen to obtain representation on 30 of the 
58 LAFCos, including San Mateo LAFCo. 
 
Under current law, special districts may acquire representation on a LAFCo if a majority of all special districts in the 
county adopt a Board resolution supporting such action, with all of them having to be adopted within a one-year 
period. This can be a time-intensive process requiring resources and an organized effort. AB 979 simplifies this 
process by mirroring the existing election process for appointment of LAFCo commissioners through the 
Independent Special Districts Selection Committee. The change would allow special district representation on 
LAFCo to be achieved through a more streamlined process while still allowing for each district to vote on the 
matter. San Mateo LAFCo has firsthand experience adding special district representation to our commission under 
the cumbersome process set forth in the Cortese Knox Hertzberg Local Government Reorganization Act. 
 
Simplifying the LAFCo representation process would create a forum for LAFCos and special districts in the 28 
counties with no special district representation to more effectively consider participation on LAFCo and provide an 
opportunity for LAFCos and special districts to work together. We believe special district representation on LAFCo 
provides a more diverse and balanced decision-making foundation to the LAFCo process.  
 
We respectfully urge you to sign AB 979. 

Sincerely yours, 

 

Martha Poyatos 
Executive Officer 

cc: The Honorable Tom Lackey, Assemblymember 
Tom Dyer, Chief Deputy Legislative Secretary to the Governor 
Assemblymember Kevin Mullin 
Senator Jerry Hill 
Pamela Miller, Executive Director, California Association of Local Agency Formation Commissions 
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July 26, 2017 
 
 
 
 
The Honorable Bob Wieckowski, Senator 
California State Senate 
California State Capitol, Room 4085 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

Subject: Support of SB 448 (as amended July 17, 2017) 

Dear Senator Wieckowski: 

On behalf of the San Mateo Local Agency Formation Commission (LAFCo), we have been 
monitoring your bill SB 448. The July 17 amendments remove the remaining LAFCo concerns and 
as a result, we are pleased to support the bill. We thank you for working closely with the 
California Association of Local Agency Formation Commissions (CALAFCO) to resolve our 
concerns with the bill. 

The proposed authority for LAFCos to dissolve inactive districts as defined in the bill and 
identified by the State Controller’s Office (SCO) through the contemplated streamlined process 
creates great efficiencies for LAFCo. Further, we support the idea of increased communication 
and enhanced transparency through LAFCo directly receiving reports from the special districts 
over which they have authority. Having the SCO clearly identify independent special districts on 
their website is also a great step in gaining efficiencies and greater transparency at the state 
level.  

Thank you again for taking our concerns into consideration and for your work with CALAFCO on 
this bill. We are pleased to support SB 448. 

Sincerely yours, 

 

Martha Poyatos 
Executive Officer 

cc: Evita Chavez, Legislative Assistant, 
Office of Senator Bob Wieckowski 

Assemblymember Kevin Mullin 

Senator Jerry Hill 

Pamela Miller, Executive Director,  
California Association of Local Agency Formation Commissions 
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