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COMMISSIONERS: DON HORSLEY, CHAIR, County ▪ MIKE O’NEILL, VICE CHAIR, City ▪ JOSHUA COSGROVE, Special City ▪ ANN DRAPER, Public 
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 May 9, 2017 

To: LAFCo Commissioners 

From: Martha Poyatos, Executive Officer 

Subject: California Association of Local Agency Formation Commissions (CALAFCO) Legislative 
Report and Update on Little Hoover Commission (Information Only) 

Pending Legislation 

Attached please find the list of legislation being tracked by the California Association of Local 
Agency Formation Commissions (CALAFCO). As reported in March, CALAFCO proposes six 
technical, non-controversial changes to the Cortese-Knox-Hertzberg Local Government 
Reorganization Act of 2000 for inclusion in the Assembly Local Government Committee’s annual 
omnibus bill. CALAFCO is also sponsoring two bills this year: 

 AB 464 (Gallagher) responds to concerns regarding the application of Government Code 
Section 56653, recently the subject of a court decision involving Turlock Irrigation 
District. Proposed amendments are narrow in scope and would remove potential risks 
associated with annexation proposals involving territory where services have been 
extended by agreement outside jurisdictional boundaries as permitted by Government 
Code Section 56133.  

 AB 979 (Lackey) would streamline the process to seat special district members on 
LAFCos that do not have special district representation. This bill would also require 
LAFCos to assist independent special district selection committees with appointment of 
a special district member to a consolidated countywide redevelopment agency oversight 
board.1 (Please see support letter dated April 14, 2017) 

                                                 
1 On July 1, 2018, counties with 2 – 39 individual RDA oversight boards will be consolidated into one countywide 

oversight board. Upon consolidation, the county’s Independent Special District Selection Committee is responsible 
for appointing the special district representative to the new countywide oversight board. The Independent Special 
District Selection Committee consists of the presiding officer of the legislative body of each independent special 
district or district-appointed alternate (Government Code Section 56332(a)). The LAFCo Executive Officer/Designee 
is responsible for calling and giving written notice of meetings of the Independent Special District Selection 
Committee, at which a representative may be appointed to the countywide RDA oversight board. (Government 
Code Section 56332(b)) 
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CALAFCO continues to monitor SB 448 (Wieckowski), which is a spot bill that would streamline 
the process for dissolving inactive special districts and in certain cases require LAFCo to initiate 
dissolution of inactive districts. In San Mateo County, there are two inactive districts (County 
Service Areas 10 and 12) that were formed but not activated because either a measure for 
funding was not approved by the voters or another entity took on the service that the District 
was formed to provide.  

The Little Hoover Commission (LHC) 

CALAFCO Executive Director Pamela Miller sent the attached letter to the Little Hoover 
Commission in which she clarifies LAFCo interaction with special districts, the value of LAFCo 
municipal service reviews and CALAFCo’s legislative and outreach efforts to make LAFCos more 
effective.  

Recommended Action 

Receive the report and public comment.  

Attachments:  a) CALAFCO Daily Legislative Report as of May 9, 2017 
 b) Letter of Support for AB 979 (Lackey) 
 c) CALAFCO letter to LHC, March 29, 2017  
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COMMISSIONERS: DON HORSLEY, CHAIR, County ▪ MIKE O’NEILL, VICE CHAIR, City ▪ JOSHUA COSGROVE, Special City ▪ ANN DRAPER, Public 
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ALTERNATES: RIC LOHMAN, Special District ▪ RAY MUELLER, City ▪ SEPI RICHARDSON, Public ▪ (VACANT), County 

STAFF: MARTHA POYATOS, EXECUTIVE OFFICER ▪ REBECCA ARCHER, LEGAL COUNSEL ▪ JEAN BROOK, COMMISSION CLERK 

 

April 14, 2017 
 
 
The Honorable Tom Lackey 
California State Assembly 
State Capitol, Room 2174 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

Subject: Support of AB 979 as Amended 

Dear Assemblymember Lackey: 

The San Mateo Local Agency Formation Commission is pleased to support your bill AB 979, as amended on April 6, 2017. 
Co-sponsored by the California Association of Local Agency Formation Commissions (CALAFCO), this bill facilitates 
streamlining the process of seating special district representation on Local Agency Formation Commissions (LAFCos). 

The statutory mission of LAFCos is to discourage urban sprawl, preserve agricultural land and open space, encourage the 
orderly formation and development of local agencies, and ensure the efficient provision of services by those local 
agencies. By statute, each LAFCo is composed of representatives from the county, cities within the county, and a member 
of the public (with each seat having an alternate). Special districts have the ability to opt into representation on LAFCos 
and since 1972, special districts have chosen to obtain representation on 30 of the 58 LAFCos. Our LAFCo added special 
district membership in 1996 and since that time we have benefitted from having the input of special district members in 
LAFCo deliberations. We can also attest to the extensive effort needed by the special districts to accomplish adoption of 
the requisite number of resolutions in the time allowed by the existing law. Under current law, special districts may 
acquire representation on a LAFCo if a majority of all special districts in the county adopt a Board resolution supporting 
such action, with all of them having to be adopted within a one-year period. This can be a time-intensive process requiring 
resources and an organized effort.  

AB 979 simplifies this process by mirroring the existing election process for appointment of LAFCo commissioners through 
the Independent Special Districts Selection Committee. The change would allow special district representation on LAFCo 
to be achieved through a more streamlined process while still allowing for each district to vote on the matter. Simplifying 
the LAFCo representation process would empower special districts in the 28 counties with no special district 
representation to more effectively consider their participation on LAFCo. We believe special district representation on 
LAFCo provides a more diverse and balanced decision-making foundation to the LAFCo process.  

For these reasons, we are pleased to support AB 979 and thank you for authoring this important piece of legislation. 

Sincerely yours, 

 
Martha Poyatos 
Executive Officer 

cc: Members, Assembly Local Government Committee 
 Misa Lennox, Associate Consultant, Assembly Local Government Committee 

William Weber, Consultant, Assembly Republican Caucus 
Pamela Miller, Executive Director, California Association of Local Agency Formation Commissions 
Kyle Packham, Legislative Director, California Special Districts Association 
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