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A Word about Security 

There have been a few incidents recently of vessel 

thefts and/or break-ins around the Bay Area. This 

includes one break-in at Coyote Point where 

electronics were stolen from a boat. This is the first 

incident of this type since I started at Coyote Point 

four years ago, and I certainly hope it’s not a new 

trend. In this case we are fairly sure the thieves 

arrived and departed by water. 

Out of caution, please be sure your boat is locked 

when you are not aboard, and keep an eye out for 

suspicious people or boats. We also recommend 

that small outboard engines be locked such that 

they are not easily removed from the boat. We have 

not had an outboard stolen at Coyote Point, but it is 

one of the most common types of theft at Bay Area 

marinas.  

If you see someone or something that looks 

suspicious or out of place please contact Marina 

staff, or if it’s after hours call San Mateo Police at 

650-522-7700. Of course if it’s an emergency call 

911. We have always had a safe and secure marina. 

Let’s keep it that way!!! 

    – Mark Bettis, Harbormaster 

 

Coyote Point is For the Birds! 

Believe it or not, in the last several years bird 

watchers have reported to ebird.org over 200 

different species of birds at Coyote Point County 

Park harbor and marsh areas. The top ten by 

number of reported sightings are: 

     

1 Western Sandpiper   

2 Surf Scoter   

3 Least Sandpiper   

4 Greater Scaup   

5 Dunlin   

 
 

6 Lesser Scaup  

 

7 Willet   

8 Double-crested Cormorant   

9 Bufflehead   

10 Marbled Godwit   

     

Western Sandpiper 

According to allaboutbirds.org, The Western 

Sandpiper is a small, portly shorebird with a long, 

thin bill with a slightly curved tip. It has long, 

pointed wings, a short tail, and medium-length legs 

for its size. Females tend to be larger and have 

longer bills than males. These Coyote Point 

regulars forage by walking slowly through mudflats 

and similar habitats and pecking or probing to 

obtain tiny invertebrate prey. On breeding grounds, 

males perform multiple flight displays to the 

females. The females depart the nest before the 

young have fledged. They tend to spend their 

winters farther south than males. 

 

Wheels! 

We have purchased 12 new dock carts. Please be 

courteous and bring them back to the top of the 

ramp after using rather than letting them languish 

on the finger next to your boat. We will now start 

retiring the old wooden carts as they break rather 

than repairing them.  

 

 

 

Western Sandpiper 
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