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Summary

This proposal, submitted by lOO% consent land owner petition, requests minor sphere
amendment for the Town of Atherton, City of Menlo Park and Atherton Channel Drainage
District and annexation of a parceltotaling 0.12 acres to the Town of Atherton. The parcel is
under the same ownership as the adjoining parcel within the Town of Atherton and may only
be accessed from the main property. Annexation will place all parcels under the same
ownership in Town jurisdiction. commission approval is recommended.

Departmental Reports

Countv Assessor: The Assessor reports that the parcel containing an auxiliary structure is
assessed at S299,908, with value split equally between land and structure. The parcel would
place lands under the same ownership in the same jurisdiction.

Countv Clerk: The territory has no additional registered voters beyond the two registered at
the main residence. Annexation would not conflict with any political subdivision boundaries.

Public Works Mapping: The territory proposed for annexation consists of 0,L23 acres. The map
and legal description submitted with the proposal satisfythe requirements of the State Board
of Equalization. The proposal would necessitate removal from any University Heights Drainage
Maintenance District. Natural boundaries, drainage basins or other topographical features
would not affect and would not be affected by this proposal.

Environmental Health: The proposal has no adverse environmental health significance.
Approval is recommended.

Planning: San Mateo County General Plan designation is medium-low density. County General
Plan Policy 7.24 encourages cities to annex urban unincorporated areas within their spheres of
influence.
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Report and Recommendation:

The applicants request, and the Town of Atherton supports, annexation. The Town has pre-

zoned the land and agreed to property tax exchange with the County. The City of Menlo Park

expressed no opposition to removing the parcel from the City of Menlo Park sphere of
influence. The parcel includes an auxiliary structure, is adjacent to Town boundaries and sole

access is via the main residence at 70 Camino por Los Arboles. Sphere of influence boundaries

are coterminous with Town/City boundaries in the area and therefore require amendment of
spheres of the City of Menlo Park, the Town of Atherton and the Atherton Channel Drainage

District in order to approve the annexation. Detachment from the University Heights Drainage

Maintenance District is not subject to sphere amendment due to the District's enabling

legislation which excludes it from the requirement for LAFCo to establish spheres.

The proposal is exempt from the environmental review requirements of the California

Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) because it can be seen with certainty that there is no

possibilitythat annexation will have a significant effect on the environment [Public Resources

Code 15061(bX3)1.

The proposed annexation is uninhabited and has L00% landowner consent and the Town of
Atherton does not oppose waiver of the protest hearing. The Commission may therefore
waive protest proceedings pursuant to Section 56663[c]of the Cortese Knox Hertzberg Act.

Recommendation:

This annexation will provide for more logical boundaries and place land under the same

ownership and use in the Town of Atherton's jurisdiction. Staff therefore respectfully
recommends that the Commission certify that the proposal is exempt from the environmental
review requirements of the California Environmental Quality Act under CEQA Guideline

Sections L5319 and 15304 and approve by resolution amending the sphere of influence of the
Town and approve the proposed annexation by taking the actions listed below.

Recommended Commission Action, bv Resolution:

Approve LAFCo File No. 11-08 taking the following actions:
a) Approve minor sphere amendment removing APN 070-3O2-3OO/Lands of Sonmez from

the City of Menlo Park sphere of influence and adding it to the sphere of influence of
the Town of Atherton and Atherton Channel Drainage District

b) Approve annexation of APN 070-302-300/Lands of Sonmez to the Town of Atherton,
and Atherton Channel Drainage District and detaching it from the University Heights

Drainage Maintenance District
c) Waive protest hearing pursuant to Section 56663 [c].


















