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Grateful for all that is supporting our 
community’s health
• Status update on “where we are” in the pandemic and response

(@ 15 min)

• A few reflections on what the pandemic has highlighted

(@ 5 min)

• Time for Q and A to respond to what is on your mind
(10-15 min)



We are getting through a fourth surge 
with humility
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See more 

dashboards at: 

https://www.smchealth.

org/data-dashboards



Our local status this week signals some 
hopefulness in staying the course
• Case rate/ 100K population: 13.2; 103 new cases/ day

Case rate is about 4.5 X higher in unvaccinated than vaccinated residents*

• Test positivity: 2.1% Countywide;2.7% Health 
Equity Quartile (HEQ)

• Hospitalization: Steady at <=50 per day

Hospitalization rate is around 10 X higher in unvaccinated than vaccinated 
residents*

Death rate is around 11x higher in unvaccinated than vaccinated residents*

*From: Monitoring Incidence of COVID-19 Cases, Hospitalizations, and Deaths, by Vaccination Status — 13 
U.S. Jurisdictions, April 4–July 17, 2021
Early Release / September 10, 2021 / 70



Vaccination is the best path to protection 
for everyone



Striving to close gaps in vaccine reach, 
seeing increases in under-reached pop’s



The pandemic has highlighted collective 
local strengths and vulnerabilities

SM County strengths

• Stellar/ strong hospital and 
healthcare partners

• Collaboration across sectors 
and communities (e.g., 
schools, business, nonprofit, 
government)

• Trust in science

• Affluence and education buffer 
exposure and risk

SM County vulnerabilities

• Travel-related sector is slower 
to be able to recover

• Longstanding inequities 
resulting in disproportionate 
impacts

• Older population shouldering 
significant burdens



The pandemic has highlighted what an 
equitable recovery will require



Our comeback depends on all of us

• We have a lot to be grateful for in getting through what the 
pandemic is requiring – thank you for caring

• We have to keep finding the resolve to protect ourselves and 
each other – please help us reach those who have not yet been 
vaccinated, keep masking up indoors



HLT_Liaison@smcgov.org

211 is a resource for questions

www.smchealth.org

Please help us reach those who are not yet vaccinated 

and stay engaged!






