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It is my pleasure to present the 2020 Annual Crop Report for San Mateo County 

pursuant to Section 2279 of the California Food and Agricultural Code. The total 

estimated gross value of San Mateo County agricultural production in 2020 was 

$93,156,500, a decrease of 28.5% from 2019. It is important to note this gross 

value does not represent the net profit or loss, as it does not account for the inputs 

such as labor, packaging, transportation and other production costs. 

Vegetables and Floral and Nursery Crops, the two commodity groups that make up 

86% of San Mateo Countyõs production value, posted significant losses.  Floral and 

Nursery Crops reported the largest downturn with a decrease in production valued at 

$32 million, due in part to market closures early in the pandemic and the closing of 

a leading wholesale indoor decorative potted plant producer.  Vegetables declined 

by $4.4 million with a corresponding drop in acreage in response to the transition of 

land out of row crop production and unpredictable consumer demand.  We will 

continue to see fluctuations in Forest Products considering the 2020 CZU fire and 

changing forest management policies.  On the bright side, Livestock and Livestock 

Products and Apiary posted increases in both to the number of producers in the 

market and the overall production value.  

The challenges of 2020 have made us look at the world differently, but one thing 

that became abundantly clear is that a stable food supply and the employees that 

support it are critical to our national security.  Unlike other industries, agricultural 

workers were not able to work at home or inside where air was filtered from wildfire 

particles.  This left these critical industries competing for protective equipment with 

other frontline essential workers.  As we look to the future, we will have to collectively 

and continually innovate to protect the limited resources essential to the agricultural 

economy; land, air, water, and people. 

I wish to express my gratitude to the agricultural community for sharing their 

business information, for without their contributions this report would not be 

possible.  Special recognition goes to my staff Kelly Mayer, Jenny Gossett, and 

Michael Wong for their dedication, creativity, and attention to detail in compiling this 

report.  

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Koren J. Widdel 

Agricultural Commissioner 

Sealer of Weights and Measures 

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE/WEIGHTS & MEASURES 

Karen Ross, Secretary 

California Department of Food & Agriculture 
 

and 
 

San Mateo County Board of Supervisors 

Dave Pine, District 1 

Carole Groom, District 2 

Don Horsley, District 3 

Warren Slocum, District 4 

David Canepa, District 5 
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It Takes a Village 

San Mateo County farmers faced many difficult obstacles in 2020 due to the COVID-19 pandemic that began in March, the CZU 

Lightning Complex Fire that burned in August and September, and the continued drought. Agriculture was designated as a critical 

infrastructure sector and its workforce as essential by the Governorõs executive order as they continued to feed the country and 

beyond.  The designation not only included traditional farms but others that contributed to getting food to the nationõs table such as 

pest management, processing, packing, inspection and distribution.  

Early in the pandemic, little was known about how the virus was transmitted and supplies of basic protective equipment were 

depleted leaving essential workers of agriculture vulnerable against this unknown threat.  The community came together to form 

coalitions along with existing local community-based organizations (CBO) and government agencies to gather needed supplies, 

develop farmworker specific COVID-19 information pamphlets and mobilize testing on the farms.  The San Mateo County (SMC) 

Department of Agriculture/Weights & Measures, supplied by California Office of Emergency Services (CalOES) and California 

Department of Food and Agriculture (CDFA), was able to distribute cloth and single use surgical masks to farmworkers to stop the 

spread of the COVID-19 virus and N-95s for protection of pesticide applicators.   

The immediate impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on San Mateo Countyõs agriculture industry was the instantaneous change in 

demand for fresh agricultural products.  While farming could continue under the Governorõs executive order, their customers could 

not.  Restaurants and schools were closed, and customers uncertain of what was to come looked for more shelf-stable products.  

Most farms responded to this change by planting fewer acres.  Society reconsidered where their produce was grown and learned to 

appreciate what it meant to be local and sustainable.  Some farms were able to capitalize on this focus and modify their operation 

and increase direct sales to consumers through Community Supported Agriculture subscriptions and Certified Farmersõ Markets.   

Local non-profits played a key role in supporting the community through the events of 2020.  CBOs like Puente de la Costa Sur, 

Coastside Hope, and Ayudando Latinos a Soñar (ALAS), supported families on the Coast, many of them farmworkers, and had the 

existing network to facilitate quick distribution of information and supplies.  This made them the perfect conduit for providing needed 

wrap-around services to the community.  With the backing of the county Board of Supervisors, Health Department and Healthcare 

for the Homeless/Farmworker Health (HCH/FW), Office of Community Affairs, Office of Emergency Services, Agriculture/Weights & 

Measures, and City of Half Moon Bay, they were able to provide expediated COVID-19 information and testing, PPE distribution, 

financial support for lost wages, rental relief, shelter for quarantined individuals, and food distribution services.  This network would prove 

fundamental in protecting the Countyõs agricultural community during the CZU Lightning Complex Fire and vaccination rollout in 2021.  

Just as everyone started to get comfortable with the new norm of the pandemic, in August 2020 a lightning storm hit the Santa Cruz 

mountains and coupled with drought conditions set off one of the worst fire seasons in recent history.  The CZU Lightning Complex 

Fire grew to 86,000 acres between San Mateo and Santa Cruz counties.  The quaint farming town of Pescadero, surrounded by 

burning mountains on one side and ocean on the other, was cut off from access to markets via Highway 1 during harvest season.  

Expansive and persistent evacuation orders left livestock and crops unattended and in need of water.  While the firefighters, 

Sheriffõs Office and CA Highway Patrol held the line, the CBOs set up evacuation centers for the people of the South Coast.  The 

volunteers of the Large Animal Evacuation Group tended to and evacuated livestock to the Cow Palace, and Agriculture/Weights & 

Measures assisted in establishing access for growers to mitigate further crop loss.  CalOES and CDFA, with distribution through the 

local Agricultural Commissioners Offices, allocated N-95s for farms and their employees to protect against wildfire smoke throughout 

the State.  In the end, the total loss in agricultural production, not including timber or structures, was $1.1M.  In San Mateo County 

alone an estimated 214,000 million board feet equaling $203M worth of timber was lost.   

As the year came to a close, hope arrived in the form of a shot in the arm.  The designation of the Food and Agriculture sector as 

essential infrastructure ensured farmworkers were given priority access to the COVID-19 vaccine.  In February and March of 2021, 

SMC Health Department and HCH/FW with the assistance of Puente de la Costa Sur, Coastside Hope and Agriculture/Weights & 

Measures organized and administered thousands of vaccines for employees of the Food and Agriculture sector.  Mobile vaccine 

clinics went to over 40 farms and distributed vaccines for 800 farmworkers, and additionally provided mobile clinics for fishermen at 

Pillar Point Harbor and produce wholesalers at Golden Gate Produce Terminal. 

Momentous relationships were forged between local government service workers, community agencies and the agricultural 

community in 2020 reminding us of how much difference each person can make, and when our abilities are sown together, we 

can endure the challenges.  Thank you to all our farmers and farmworkers for keeping food on the shelves, and to our 

government and community service workers for moving forward through uncharted territory with unwavering support.  It has been 

and continues to be a humbling experience. 
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COVID-19 AND FIRE RESPONSE 



FLORAL AND NURSERY CROPS 

Predictability at the mercy of climate makes agriculture risky 

as is, but add a pandemic and fires, and producers must 

scramble to survive. Plans based on contracts and trends 

were in a lurch when the pandemic hit, and the only thing left 

to do was reinvent on the fly or miss out on the rebound. 

Shutdowns in the beginning of the year left growers in a 

conundrum of how much to plant to ride out the future. 

Potted plant growers continued to diversify beyond 

ornamentals and indoor vs outdoor grows fluctuated. Once 

summer hit and the world readjusted to their new norms, 

love for beautiful life reignited the potted plant and cut flower 

industry and growers faced a new, but welcoming 

challengeé adjusting to keep up with demand. Although the 

increased sales may not have made up for spring losses, it 

certainly was welcome to stem the flow. 

Ornamental Obstacles 
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 INDOOR GROWN   

 

   Crop   Year Square Feet   Total Value  

       

   Flowering and Foliage  

   Potted Plants1   

2020 1,882,000   $36,838,000   

2019 4,738,000   $66,059,000   

       

   Cut Flowers2   
2020 1,240,000  $1,888,000   

2019 830,000  $2,324,000   

       

2020       531,000  $5,619,000 
   Bedding Plants, Cuttings, Other3   

2019     264,000 $3,914,000 

       

   TOTAL 
2020 3,653,000   $44,345,000   

2019 5,832,000   $72,297,000   

          

  мLƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ /ŀƳǇŀƴǳƭŀΣ [ƛƭƛŜǎΣ hǊŎƘƛŘǎΣ {ǳŎŎǳƭŜƴǘǎΣ ŜǘŎΦ   
  нLƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ !ƭǎǘǊƻŜƳŜǊƛŀΣ CǊŜŜǎƛŀΣ IŜƳǇΣ [ƛƭƛŜǎΣ wŀƴǳƴŎƭǳǎΣ ŜǘŎΦ  
  оLƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ IŜǊōǎΣ {ŜŜŘǎΣ {ǳŎŎǳƭŜƴǘǎΣ ±ŜƎŜǘŀōƭŜǎΣ ŜǘŎΦ  



 OUTDOOR GROWN 

 

   Crop   Year           Acres  Total Value  

 
 2020          77     $10,275,000   

   Ornamental Nursery Stock1    
 2019          80     $13,507,000   

 

   Christmas Trees (cut) 
 2020          151   $369,000   

 2019          151   $330,000   

              

   Cut Flowers2 

 2020          178   $3,076,000   

 2019          180   $3,934,000   

              

   TOTAL  
 2020          406    $13,720,000   

 2019          411    $17,771,000   

          

  мLƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ƘŜǊōŀŎŜƻǳǎ ǇŜǊŜƴƴƛŀƭǎΣ ǎƘǊǳōǎ ŀƴŘ ǘǊŜŜǎΦ  

  нLƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ 5ŀƘƭƛŀǎΣ IȅŘǊŀƴƎŜŀǎΣ wŀƴǳƴŎǳƭǳǎΣ {ǳƴƅƻǿŜǊǎΣ ŜǘŎΦ 

FLORAL AND NURSERY CROPS 
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Spending more time at home upped the game for home 

improvements across all sectors. Suddenly all the empty 

corners and landscaping projects stared back when 

taking a moment away from the endless online meetings. 

Colorful floral arrangements became a part of 

background videos. Enthusiasts were grown from people 

that had either never gardened or just dabbled and found 

a new fulfilling hobby to pass the time, liven up the 

landscape, and offset some grocery store purchases. Cut 

flower growers lost wedding arrangements and wholesale 

markets but found direct-to-customer sales with eager 

buyers looking to improve their outlook on the year with 

color and natureõs wonders.  

Bringing it Home 



VEGETABLE CROPS 

      

     PRODUCTION  VALUE         

   Crop Year Acres Per Acre Total  Unit Per Unit                 Total 

                

   Artichokes   
2020 46 2.40 110    Ton $2,698           $297,000  

2019 47 2.49 117     Ton $2,366           $277,000         

 

   Beans, Fava  
2020 176 2.34 412    Ton $1,547       $637,000 

2019 259 3.51 909    Ton $1,088           $989,000 

 

   Beans, Snap  
2020 36 2.42 87   Ton $2,750           $239,000 

2019 43 2.63 113   Ton $1,585           $179,000   

 

   Brussels Sprouts   
2020 576 12.18 7,016   Ton $1,355        $9,507,000 

2019 802 11.80 9,464    Ton $1,423      $13,467,000   

 

   Leeks  
2020 77 13.58 1,046   Ton $1,193        $1,248,000 

2019 67 13.61 912   Ton $1,001           $913,000 

 

   Peas  
2020 124 0.75 93   Ton $5,770           $537,000 

2019 121 1.77 214    Ton $1,894          $405,000   

 

2020 160 6.83 1,093   Ton $1,133       $1,238,000 
   Pumpkins  

2019 182 7.35 1,338   Ton $1,017       $1,361,000 

 

   Miscellaneous Vegetables  2020 350                                       $8,572,000  

(Field and Indoor Grown1) 2019 377                                       $9,123,000   

 

   TOTAL  
2020 1,545                                     $22,275,000   

2019 1,898                                     $26,714,000   

 

    
мLƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ IŜǊōǎΣ YŀƭŜΣ [ŜǧǳŎŜΣ aǳǎƘǊƻƻƳǎΣ tŜǇǇŜǊǎΣ {ǉǳŀǎƘΣ ¢ƻƳŀǘƻŜǎΣ ŜǘŎΦ 
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 FRUIT AND NUT CROPS  

 

 

   

Year Acres       Total Value         Crop  

          

   Wine Grapes,  

      Red Varietals      

2020 137             $1,044,000 

2019 141             $1,131,000 

 

   Wine Grapes,  

      White Varietals 

2020 39            $268,000 

2019 40            $210,000 

    

   Miscellaneous1  
2020 139          $2,208,000 

2019 127          $2,091,000 

 

   TOTAL  
2020 315           $3,520,000 

2019 308             $3,432,000 

          

    мLƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ !ǇǇƭŜǎΣ .ŜǊǊƛŜǎΣ /ƘŜǎǘƴǳǘǎΣ {ǘƻƴŜ CǊǳƛǘǎΣ ŜǘŎΦ  

As many farmers approach the succession crossroads, 

we have seen some larger acreage vegetable growers 

cut back cultivation and sell lands or give up leases to 

newer growers. Just as the dust settled into the 

pandemic ways and farmers were well on their way 

through harvests, the CZU Complex fires started in San 

Mateo County mid-August. With the main highway 

closed, trucks packed with harvested crops were left 

with no way out. Fortunately, the fires spared most of the 

non-forested cultivated lands, but the resulting heavy 

smoke spoiled many fruits including wine grapes still a 

month or more away from harvest. The agricultural 

community came together to get through yet another 

disaster; comradery and support poured in from all sides 

to help restore balance to farmworkers and landowners. 

Once again, overall grower sales success through 

these disasters was highly attributable to direct sales 

at  
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Pivotal Moments 


