
Branching Out: Canopy’s Free Tree 
Planting Program for NFO

Update
October 28, 2021

Maya Briones, Advocacy Associate &  Arlene Nuñez García, Community Forestry Coordinator



Our mission is to grow 

urban tree canopy in 

Midpeninsula 

communities for the 

benefit of all.

Our vision is a day when 

every resident of the 

Midpeninsula can step 

outside to walk, play, and 

thrive under the shade of 

healthy trees.
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Existing Policy Commitment to Trees
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Atherton Side of NFO is Cooler
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Atherton Side of NFO is Cooler, Shadier
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Planting Locations

RWC PAL

Siena 
Youth 
Center

Community 
Center
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9/26/20 RWC PAL Neighborhood

• Partnered with RWC PAL to 
get the word out

• Tree Planted: 11

• Video created by a local teen, 
who interviewed the new tree 
stewards
○ Can be seen here
○ NFO resident, a local 

musician, is featured

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=imBOVu4pS_4&ab_channel=CanopytreeTV
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Climate Ready North Fair Oaks

community-based collaborative that brings together representatives from key local 
stakeholder groups in the public, private, and social sectors to build their collective capacity 
for community-based research and community-led solutions to the cumulative impacts from 
climate change
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Collaboration

• Outreach with CRNFO and SFBI students

• Tree Planting Prioritization Tool - looking at individual parcels in NFO to 
prioritize outreach and advocacy

• Support from Supervisor Slocum’s office through Measure K funding

• Community partners 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZJ6QhBFarFM&ab_channel=SustainableUrbanForestsCoalition
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12/12/20 Siena Youth Center

• Partnered with Siena Youth 
Center to get the word out

• Trees Planted: 11

• Implemented the gift card 
program funded by Measure K 
(Supervisor Slocum)
○ $100 gift cards to 

Wegman’s or other local 
nurseries
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Popcorn Plantings

• Small plantings, usually at one 
household, intended to get all 
of the residents who weren’t 
able to participate in the 
larger neighborhood event

• Events: 5

• Trees Planted: 8
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4/24/21 Community Center
 Neighborhood

• Themed as an Earth Day 
celebration for the community

• Had a lot of initial interest - 24 
trees were proposed

• Many of the residents in this 
neighborhood were interested 
in street trees, as there are 
existing planting strips

• Tree Planted: 6

• After conversations with SMC 
DPW, we learned that we 
could not offer residents 
street trees
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Public Right of Way
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Our Hopes

● To be able to offer free public 
trees to residents who desire 
them

● To grow the urban canopy 
cover in North Fair Oaks, 
reducing the heat and 
climate crisis impacts
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Our Asks

For trees planted in the 
public right-of-way:
● Expand the approved tree list
● Reduce the permit fees 
● Reconsider maintenance responsibility to not fall purely on residents
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Thank You!

Call 650-964-6110 ex. 4 if you’re interested in free trees!


