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Certifications 

 
 
 

This Phase I Environmental Site Assessment is subject to limitations as described in 
Section 10.0. We declare that, to the best of our professional knowledge and believe, 
we meet the definition of Environmental Professional as defined in §312.10 of 40 CFR 

312. We have the specific qualifications based on education, training, and experience to 
assess a property of the nature, history, and setting of the Target Property. We have 

developed and performed the all appropriate inquires in conformance with the standards 
and practices set forth in 40 CFR Part 312. 

 
 

All work performed for this Phase I was performed under the direct supervision of the 
professionals listed below. 

 
 
 
 
 

 Christina Codemo, CHMM, REPA, CAC 
Senior Project Manager 

REPA 953197 exp 4/25/15 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Karen A. Emery, P.G. 
Senior Geologist 

California PG: 8788 Expires 10/31/2016 
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1.0 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 

1.1  SITE 
SUMMARY 

 SCA Environmental, Inc. (SCA) conducted a Phase I Environmental Site 
Assessment for the Skylonda Fire Station No. 58, located at 17290 Skyline 
Boulevard, Woodside, in unincorporated San Mateo County, California, 
Assessor’s Parcel Numbers (APNs) 075-101-010 and 075-094-010 (hereafter 
referred to as the “Target Property”, Figure 1). 

 
The assessment was performed in accordance with the scope and limitations of 
American Society of Testing and Materials (ASTM) Practice E1527-13. Any 
limitations to, or deletions from, this practice are described in Section 2.4. 
ASTM-defined terms are italicized in this report. 
 

 
  
 The Target Property is comprised of three buildings, which include a small 

office building, a barracks designed for housing employees of the fire station, 
and an apparatus building for housing fire engines and miscellaneous 
equipment. The site is situated in a mixed open space, residential, and 
commercial neighborhood. This report pertains only to the portions of the 
Target Property depicted in Figure 2 (attached) and outlined in red above.    
 
The Target Property is currently owned by the County of San Mateo (County) 
and leased by the State of California Department of Forestry and Fire 
Protection (Cal Fire). According to the County, the site has been utilized as a 
fire station since the mid 1930s. Aerial photos show that the site has been in 
the present configuration with the three buildings and driveway since at least 
1953.  
 
The County has informed SCA that they intend to redevelop the Target 
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Property into a new fire station. 

  

1.2  FINDINGS 
 

SCA has performed this Phase I Environmental Site Assessment in 
conformance with the scope and limitations of ASTM Practice E 1527-13 for 
the Target Property. Any exceptions to, or deletions from, this practice are 
described in Section 2.4 of this report. The assessment revealed no evidence of 
recognized environmental conditions, controlled recognized environmental 
conditions, or historical recognized environmental conditions in connection 
with the property with the exception of the following: 
 

1. Two underground storage tanks (USTs, one 540 gallon gasoline and 
one 560 gallon diesel) were removed from the site in June 1997. 
Analyses of soil samples collected beneath the fill end of each UST 
identified residual concentrations of total petroleum hydrocarbons as 
gasoline (TPHg), benzene, toluene, xylenes, and Methyl Tertiary-Butyl 
Ether (MTBE) in soil, and were indicative that a release had occurred at 
the site. No groundwater was encountered during UST removal 
activities. Waste oil was also historically discharged to the ground 
surface at the site for an unknown duration of time. In June 1997, 
excavation activities were performed at the site to remove petroleum 
hydrocarbon impacted soil in an area measuring 12 feet wide, by 25 feet 
long, to depths between 2.5 and 6.5 feet bgs. Following excavation, 
confirmation soil samples were collected at the base of the excavation 
which identified residual concentrations of total petroleum 
hydrocarbons as diesel (TPHd), BTEX, MTBE, and total oil and grease 
in soil. No groundwater was encountered during the excavation 
activities. According to information reviewed for the preparation of this 
Phase I ESA, the Contractor concluded that residual concentrations in 
soil were below San Mateo County Environmental Health Department 
(SMCEHD) guidelines and recommended closure of the UST and waste 
oil spill area; however, no closure letter was found in a search of 
SMCEHD files. The documented releases associated with the UST and 
waste oil disposal area, the absence of an evaluation of whether historic 
releases have impacted groundwater beneath the site, and the absence of 
a closure letter from SMCEHD are considered recognized 
environmental conditions.  

 
The following items were also noted, but are not recognized environmental 
conditions as defined by ASTM methodology, and may be of some 
significance in future redevelopment activities at the site: 
 

1. Above ground gasoline and diesel storage tanks  
2. Septic tank with associated leach field 
3. PCB-containing light ballasts in fluorescent light fixtures 
4. Asbestos-containing building materials 
5. Lead-containing paints 
6. Mercury-containing items. 

 
Section 8 of this report contains a summary and discussion of the findings and 
related recommendations. 
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2.0 INTRODUCTION 

 
2.1  PURPOSE This Phase I Environmental Site Assessment (Phase I ESA) was performed by 

SCA under contract to MIG | TRA Environmental Sciences, Inc.  The purpose 
of the Phase I ESA is to identify recognized environmental concerns 
associated with the past and/or present use, generation, storage, or disposal of 
hazardous materials and/or wastes at the Target Property, and at nearby 
properties judged to have a potential to affect the Target Property.   
 
The Phase I was performed in accordance with the ASTM standard E1527-13 
which defines good commercial and customary practice in the United States 
for conducting a Phase I of a parcel of commercial real estate with respect to 
the range of contaminants within the scope of Comprehensive Environmental 
Response, Compensation and Liability Act (CERCLA) and petroleum 
hydrocarbons.  As such, ASTM E 1527-13 is intended to permit a user to 
satisfy one of the requirements to qualify for the innocent landowner defense 
to CERCLA liability: that is, the practices that constitute “all appropriate 
inquiry into the previous ownership and uses of the property consistent with 
good commercial or customary practice” as defined in 42 USC [section] 
9610(35)(B). 

  
 

2.2  SCOPE OF 
SERVICES 

The Phase I ESA was performed in accordance with the ASTM standard 
E1527-13. SCA's work included the review of reasonably ascertainable 
standard historical sources and a site reconnaissance. 

  
 

2.3  ASSUMPTIONS In preparing this report, SCA has assumed that all information received from 
interviewed parties is true and accurate. In addition, SCA has assumed that all 
records obtained from Others, such as regulatory databases, maps, aerial 
photos, etc. are accurate and complete. SCA has not independently verified the 
accuracy or completeness of any data received. 

  
 

2.4  LIMITATIONS & 
EXCEPTIONS  

Information regarding the Target Property and nearby properties was gathered 
from a site visit, historical background data, and environmental database files. 
Information was also obtained from Theresa Yee with the County of San 
Mateo, as well as from Cal Fire personnel during the site reconnaissance. 
 
Note that ASTM E1527-13 requires that the property’s use be identified at 
intervals of five years or less, beginning from the first developed use, or 1940, 
whichever is earlier.  Intervals of less than five years were not available for the 
Target Property. SCA was unable to locate information regarding the property 
during the following intervals: 1902-1943, 1953-1961, 1973-1982, 1982-1991, 
1991-1997. Given the site history and SCA’s review of available data, the 
absence of documentation during these time periods is not considered a 
significant data gap. 

  
 

2.5  SPECIAL 
TERMS AND 
CONDITIONS 

The methodology used was that detailed in the ASTM document E1527-13, 
Standard Practice for Environmental Site Assessments: Phase I Environmental 
Site Assessment Process. Site-specific details of this methodology (for 
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example, specific records sources used) are explained in the pertinent sections 
of this report. 

  
 

2.6  USER 
RELIANCE 

SCA prepared this Phase I specifically for MIG | TRA Environmental 
Sciences, Inc. No other entity may use or rely on this report without written 
approval signed by a Principal of SCA Environmental, Inc. or the County of 
San Mateo. 
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3.0 TARGET PROPERTY DESCRIPTION 
 
3.1  TARGET 

PROPERTY 
DESCRIPTION 

The Target Property is located in Woodside, in unincorporated San Mateo 
County, California. The following table presents the address and legal 
description of the Target Property, as well as its use.  This information was 
obtained from the site reconnaissance, record reviews, and interviews. 

Assessor’s Parcel 
No. (APNs) & 
Addresses 

 APNs 075-101-010 and 075-094-010 
 17290 Skyline Boulevard 

Location Woodside, Unincorporated San Mateo County, California 
Topographic Map Woodside 7.5-minute Quadrangle 

Gross Area Approximately 2.0-acres 
Uses Cal Fire Fire Station  

 

  
 

3.2  SITE 
FEATURES 

Information regarding the current site features and site utilities obtained from 
the site reconnaissance, records review, and interviews is included in the table 
on the following page. A site diagram is included in Figure 2. 
 

Building 
Descriptions, Site 

Features, Roads, etc. 

Three buildings (Barracks, Office, and Apparatus) are present on 
site with associated paved parking areas. 
 
The Barracks Building is an approximately 900 square foot 
(sq.ft., footprint of structure),  two story living space intended to 
house employees of the fire station The first story is comprised of 
a gym, restroom with multiple showers, and a laundry room. The 
second story is comprised of a dormitory style bedroom, three 
single bedrooms, and a kitchen. 
 
The Office Building is an approximately 600 sq.ft., single story 
structure that is comprised of three large office rooms and a 
restroom. 
 
The Apparatus Building is an approximately 2,000 sq.ft, single 
story, large metal framed garage designed with four fire engine 
bays. Used oil, as well as new motor oil and other vehicle fluids 
are stored in the building. Miscellaneous equipment including 
oxygen tanks, fire rescue, and life support equipment are also 
present in this building. 
 
A dual-vault above ground storage tank (AST, similar to a 
ConVault type) and fuel dispensary is present adjacent to the 
northwestern side of the Apparatus Building.  The dual-vault AST 
is comprised of a 500-gasoline and 1,000-gallon diesel tanks.  
 
In addition, a septic system is located onsite with a leach field.  
The leach field is located southwest of the Apparatus Building 
and has been paved over with asphalt. 
 
An above ground propane tank and a PG&E transformer are 
present between the Office and Barracks Buildings.  In addition, 
an AT&T Communications shed and a Drafting Pit (underground 
reservoir of water) are present on site.  
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Source of Potable 

Water 
Municipal 

Sewage Disposal 
System 

Septic.  A paved over leach field is present on the site   

Solid Waste Disposal Municipal 
Other Improvements 

and Features 
A large paved parking area and driveway is located on site. 

 

  

3.3  SITE SETTING The area surrounding the Target Property consists primarily of open space 
and rural residential, with a restaurant and gas station existing to the south. 
Residential properties surround the site on the north, east, and west sides 
along Linwood Way, Blakewood Way, and Skyline Blvd.  

 
 

 

3.3.1  
Geology and 
Topography 

The Target Property is located in Woodside, in unincorporated San Mateo 
County, with an elevation of approximately 1,484 feet above mean sea level. 
The overall region in which the Target Property is located is comprised of 
steeply sloping terrain, sloping from the northeast to the southwest. 
 
According to the Preliminary Geologic Map of the Onshore Part of the Palo 
Alto 1:100,000 Quadrangle1, the Target Property is mapped as Tertiary-aged 
Butano Formation (Tb or Tbu) which is comprised of light gray to buff, 
sandstone, massive, hard, contains some greenish gray micaceous shale and 
lenses of pebble-cobble conglomerate, locally fossiliferous.  
 
The soil component at the site is Hugo, with the soil surface texture being a 
sandy loam. The hydrologic group for this soil is Class B, meaning it has 
moderate infiltration rates, and is moderately well and well drained soils with 
coarse texture.  

  
  
3.3.2  
Hydrology 
 

The nearest surface water body is a reservoir located southwest of the site, 
across Blakewood Way. No standing water bodies or flowing surface water 
was present on the Target Property at the time of SCA’s site reconnaissance. 
A Drafting Pit (underground reservoir) is present in the central portion of the 
site between the Apparatus Building and the Office Building. 
 
Based on our review of the EDR reports no known wells are located within a 
1.25 mile radius of the Target Property.  Additionally, no sites within a 1.0 
mile radius where groundwater depth or flow was evaluated were identified 
on the State Water Resources Control Board’s (SWRCB) GeoTracker or the 
Department of Toxic Substances Control’s (DTSC) Envirostor websites.  

 
The direction of groundwater flow is estimated to be towards the adjacent 
reservoir in a southwesterly direction, following the surface gradient in a 
general way. It is typical for local groundwater gradients and directions to 
vary substantially, due to subsurface soil and rock density, and due to offsite 
dewatering activities, agricultural / tidal fluctuations, aquifer recharge, etc. 
 

                                                           
1 Brabb, E.E., 1993, Preliminary Geologic Map of the Onshore Part of the Palo Alto 1:100,000 Quadrangle, California. 
USGS OF-93-271, Scale 1:62500. Available at http://ngmdb.usgs.gov/Prodesc/proddesc_12664.htm 
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3.4  ADJACENT 
PROPERTY 
USES 

Adjoining Direction Name Use 
North  4 Linwood Way. Single family residential.  Residential 
West 127 Blakewood Way. Single family residential. 

Skylonda Mutual Water Company.  
Residential and 
Reservoir 

East  Skyline Boulevard and Residential Properties  Residential 
South  Alice's Restaurant and Alice’s Station Restaurant and 

Gas Station 
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4.0 USER PROVIDED INFORMATION 

 
4.1  TITLE 

RECORDS 
Title records for the parcels were not researched as part of this Phase I.  

  
 

4.2  LIENS OR USE 
LIMITATIONS 

SCA did not discover evidence of any existing Environmental Liens or Activity 
and Land Use Limitations based on the EDR Lien Search Report (Appendix C).  

  
  

4.3  SPECIALIZED 
KNOWLEDGE 

Based on information provided to SCA, the Target Property has been utilized 
as a fire station since first developed.  The client also indicated that ASTs and a 
septic tank/leach field are present on the property.  The Client did not report 
any other specialized knowledge or experience pertaining to environmental 
issues at the Target Property. 

 
 

 

4.4  VALUATION 
REDUCTION  

SCA is not aware of any instance where the Target Property’s commercial real 
estate value was decreased resulting in a purchase price significantly less than 
that of comparable properties.  

  
 

4.5  INFORMATION 
PROVIDED BY 
KEY SITE 
MANAGER 

Information for this Phase I Environmental Site Assessment was obtained from 
Theresa Yee, Capital Projects Manager with the County of San Mateo, and 
various Cal Fire personnel while conducting the site reconnaissance.  
Information obtained from these parties is incorporated by reference and 
documented in Appendix B 

  
 

4.6  REASON FOR 
PERFORMING 
PHASE I 

The Phase I Environmental Site Assessment is being performed as part of due 
diligence investigations prior to redevelopment of the fire station at the site.  

  
 

4.7  OTHER No other information has been provided to SCA at this time, other than that 
detailed in this report. 
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5.0 RECORDS REVIEW 
 
5.1  RECORDS 

SOURCES 
The following databases were accessed from the Environmental Data 
Resources (EDR) report: 

  
 

5.1.1  
Federal Records  

• United States Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA) "Superfund" 
National Priority List (NPL); 

• USEPA Proposed NPL sites; 
• USEPA Delisted NPL sites; 
• USEPA NPL Recovery sites; 
• USEPA Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and 

Liability Information System (CERCLIS); 
• USEPA No Further Remedial Action Planned Sites (NFRAP); 
• USEPA Corrective Action Report (CORRACTS); 
• USEPA Resource Conservation and Recovery Information System - 

Treatment, Storage, and Disposal Facilities (RCRIS -TSD); 
• USEPA Resource Conservation and Recovery Information System - Large 

Quantity Generators and Small Quantity Generators (RCRIS LG and SG); 
• USEPA Emergency Response Notification System (ERNS); 
• US Department of Transportation Hazardous Information Reporting 

System (HMIRS); 
• USEPA Engineering Controls Sites List (US ENG CONTROLS); 
• USEPA Institutional Controls Sites List (US INST CONTROL); 
• USEPA Department of Defense sites (DOD); 
• US Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) Formerly Used Defense Sites 

(FUDS); 
• USEPA Brownfields sites (US BROWNFIELDS); 
• USEPA Superfund (CERCLA) Consent Decrees (CONSENT); 
• USEPA Records Of Decision (ROD); 
• Department of Energy (DOE) Uranium Mill Tailings Sites (UMTRA); 
• USEPA Open Dump Inventory (ODI); 
• USEPA/NTIS Toxic Chemical Release Inventory System (TRIS);  
• USEPA /NTIS Toxic Substances Control Act (TSCA);  
• FIFRA/TSCA Tracing System (FTTS); 
• USEPA Section 7 Tracking System (SSTS); 
• USEPA Integrated Compliance Information System (ICIS); 
• Drug Enforcement Agency (DEA) Clandestine Drug Labs (CDL); 
• Department of the Navy Land Use Control Information System (LUCIS); 
• USEPA Radiation Information Database (RADINFO); 
• USEPA PCB Activity Database System (PADS); 
• US Nuclear Regulatory Commission Material Licensing Tracking System 

(MLTS); 
• Mine Safety & Health Administration (MSHA) Mines Master Index File 

(MINES); 
• USEPA Corrective Facility Index System (FINDS);  
• USEPA RCRA Administrative Action Tracking System (RAATS).  
• USGS Water Wells; 
• Department of Health Services Drinking Water Quality Database. 
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5.1.2  
State Records 

• Historical Calsites Database (HIST CAL-SITES) 
• California Department of Health Services Bond Expenditure Plan (BEP); 
• School Property Evaluation Program (SCH); 
• State Water Resources Control Board Toxic Pits (TOXIC PITS); 
• California State Landfill Listings (STATE LANDFILL) 
• State Water Resources Control Board Waste Discharge System (WDS); 
• California Regional Water Quality Control Board San Francisco Bay 

Region (2) (WMUDS/SWAT); 
• Cal/EPA/Office of Emergency Information Cortese (CORTESE); 
• California Recycler Database (SWRCY) 
• State Water Resources Control Board Leaking Underground Storage Tank 

Information System (LUST); 
• Cal/EPA Facility Database Inventory (CA FID); 
• North and South Bay SLIC Report (SLIC); 
• State Water Resources Control Board Hazardous Substance Storage 

Container Database (UST);  
• Historical UST Registered Database (HIST UST); 
• State Water Resources Control Board Aboveground Storage Tank 

Facilities (AST); 
• State Water Resources Control Board Statewide Environmental Evaluation 

and Planning System (SWEEPS UST) 
• Office of Emergency Services California Hazardous Material Incident 

Report System (CHMIRS); 
• State Water Resources Control Board Proposition 65 (NOTIFY 65); 
• Deed Restriction Listing (DEED); 
• Voluntary Cleanup Program Properties (VCP); 
• Cal EPA Listed Drycleaners (DRYCLEANERS); 
• Well Investigation Program Case List (WIP); 
• Clandestine Drug Labs (CDL); 
• State Response Sites (RESPONSE); 
• Hazardous Waste Facility and Manifest Data (HAZNET); 
• Emissions Inventory Data (EMI); 
• EnviroStor Database (ENVIROSTOR). 
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5.1.3  
Findings from 
Regulatory Databases 
 

The following table summarizes findings from the EDR report: 
 

Database Radius of 
Search in 

Miles 

Site on 
list? 

Number of 
Off-Site 

Facilities on 
List 

Number of Off-Site 
facilities Which 

Are at a equal or 
higher elevation 

USEPA NPL 1.000 No 0 0 
USEPA PROPOSED NPL 1.000 No 0 0 
USEPA DELISTED NPL 1.000 No 0 0 
USEPA NPL LIENS 0.001 No 0 0 
USEPA CERCLIS 0.500 No 0 0 
USEPA CERCLIS-NFRAP 0.500 No 0 0 
USEPA CORRACTS 1.000 No 0 0 
USEPA RCRA TSDF 0.500 No 0 0 
USEPA RCRIS-LQG 0.250 No 0 0 
USEPA RCRIS-SQG 0.250 No 0 0 
USEPA RCRIS-NonGen 0.250 No 0 0 
USEPA ERNS 0.125 No 0 0 
USEPA HMIRS 0.125 No 0 0 
USEPA US ENG CONTROLS 0.500 No 0 0 
USEPA INST CONTROL 0.500 No 0 0 
USACE FUDS 1.000 No 0 0 
US BROWNFIELDS 0.500 No 0 0 
USEPA CONSENT 1.125 No 0 0 
USEPA ROD 1.125 No 0 0 
DOE UMTRA 0.500 No 0 0 
USEPA TRIS 0.125 No 0 0 
USEPA TSCA 0.125 No 0 0 
USEPA FINDS 0.125 Yes 0 0 
USEPA RAATS 0.125 No 0 0 
STATE HIST CAL-SITES 1.000 No 0 0 
STATE BEP 1.125 No 0 0 
STATE SCH 0.250 No 0 0 
STATE TOXIC PITS 1.000 No 0 0 
STATE SWF/LF 0.500 No 0 0 
STATE WMUDS/SWAT 0.500 No 0 0 
STATE CORTESE 0.500 No 0 0 
STATE HIST CORTESE 0.500 No 2 0 
STATE SWRCY 0.625 No 0 0 
STATE LUST 0.500 No 3 0 
STATE FID UST 0.250 No 0 0 
STATE SLIC 0.500 No 0 0 
STATE UST 0.250 No 1 0 
STATE HIST UST 0.250 Yes 0 0 
STATE AST 0.250 Yes 0 0 
STATE SWEEPS UST 0.250 Yes 2 0 
STATE CHMIRS 0.001 No 0 0 
STATE NOTIFY 65 1.125 No 0 0 
STATE DEED 0.500 No 0 0 
STATE VCP 0.500 No 0 0 
STATE DRYCLEANERS 0.250 No 0 0 
STATE HAZNET 0.001 Yes 0 0 
STATE EMI 0.001 Yes 0 0 
STATE RESPONSE 1.000 No 0 0 
STATE ENVIROSTOR 1.000 No 0 0 
STATE INDIAN VCP 0.500 No 0 0 
STATE INDIAN UST 0.250 No 0 0 
STATE INDIAN LUST 0.500 No 0 0 
SAN MATEO COUNTY BI 0.250 Yes 3 0 
US CDL 0.001 Yes 0 0 
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The Target Property is listed in the following databases researched by EDR: 
HIST UST, SWEEPS UST, San Mateo County BI, EMI, HAZNET, CDL.  
 

• The HIST UST database was created and managed by the SWRQB 
until 1981 and includes a listing of sites with registered USTs. The 
Target Property is listed on the HIST UST database as having two (2) 
tanks (1,000-gallon gasoline product and a 500-gallon diesel UST) at 
the property. No violations reported. 

• The SWEEPS UST (Statewide Environmental Evaluation and 
Planning System) database was updated and maintained by a company 
contacted by the SWRCB in the early 1990s. The listing is no longer 
updated or maintained. The Target Property is listed in this database as 
having one (1) 550-gallon regular unleaded UST at the property with 
active dates of 1991 and 1994. An additional SWEEPS UST is listed 
for the site which identifies one (1) 550-gallon diesel UST onsite with 
active dates of 1991 and 1994.  No violations reported.   

• The Target Property is listed in the EMI database for the years 2007 
through 2012. The EMI database is maintains files related to 
complaints, permits, emissions, and violations that may impact air 
quality. No violations were reported for those years. 

• The San Mateo Co. BI database is created and managed by San Mateo 
County and identifies a site that (1) requires a Hazardous Materials 
Business Plan be filed with the County; (2) listed as a Hazardous 
Waste Generator by the County; and/or (3) identified by the County as 
having USTs at the facility.  The Target Property is listed in this 
database as having above ground and underground storage tanks,  a 
generator and recycler for waste oil and solvents, storing motor vehicle 
fuels and waste oil, and for storing <5,000 gallons in their tanks. 

• The HAZNET database is extracted data from the copies of hazardous 
waste manifests received each year by the DTSC. The Target Property 
is listed for the years 1997, 1998, and 2003. The site is listed as having 
hazardous waste manifests completed for other empty containers of 30 
gallons or more, unspecified organic liquid mixture, other organic 
solids, and waste oil and mixed oil.  No violations reported. 

• CDL is a listing of drug lab locations. Listing of a location in this 
database does not indicate that any illegal lab materials were or were 
not present there, and does not constitute a determination that the 
location requires or does not require additional cleanup work. The 
creek bed behind the Target Property is listed as having Abandoned 
Drug Lab Waste (A), meaning the location is away from an actual 
illegal drug lab where drug lab waste and /or equipment were 
abandoned.  

• The AST database is a list of above ground storage tank petroleum 
storage and tank locations. The Target Property is listed as having a 
total of 1,320 gallons in their above ground storage tanks. No 
violations reported.  

• The FINDS database contains both facility information and pointers to 
other sources that contain more detail. The Target Property is listed on 
the criteria and hazardous air pollutant inventory. No violations 
reported. 
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SCA researched sites within 0.35 mile of the Target Property with documented 
leaking underground storage tanks, releases, and documented subsurface 
contamination. SCA found no active sites within a 0.35-mile radius with 
reported contamination.  
 
SCA researched sites within 0.35 mile of the Target Property with documented 
leaking underground storage tanks, releases, and documented subsurface 
contamination. Various properties within a 0.35-mile radius of the Target 
Property are noted on databases including the LUST, UST, HIST UST, 
SWEEPS UST, HIST CORTESE and San Mateo Co. BI.  For these facilities, 
the facility status was listed as closed through the San Mateo County 
Environmental Health Department; or no information regarding the presence 
of subsurface contamination was provided.  Additionally, all other facilities 
identified within a 0.35 mile of the Target Property are situated at a lower 
elevation (downgradient). Impacts to the Target Property from these facilities 
are considered minimal. Based on the information provided in the EDR report, 
the potential for recognized environmental conditions at the Target Property 
from off-site sources is minimal.    

  
 

5.1.4  
Unmapped Sites in the 
EDR Report 

One site was listed as not mapped due to inadequate address information.  SCA 
was unable to locate this site to determine if it is located within 0.35-mile of 
the Target Property. The facility was listed on Skyline Boulevard in Woodside, 
California.  The facility appears in the LUST database with the status listed as 
closed on 9/11/2001.  The contaminant of concern is listed as gasoline impacts 
to soil. Based on the information reviewed in the EDR report, impacts to the 
Target Property from this unmapped site are considered minimal. 

 
 

 
 

5.1.5  
Other Sites within a 
0.25 mile radius 

SCA conducted a visual inspection of neighboring properties within a 0.35-
mile radius for landfill sites, gas stations, waste incinerators, hazardous waste 
disposal sites, etc. and visual evidence of possible contamination. Property 
within a 0.35-mile radius of the Target Property is primarily Open Space and 
residential. One gas station, located at Alice’s Restaurant, 17288 Skyline 
Boulevard, is located immediately southeast and downgradient of the site.  
Since this site is immediately downgradient of the Target Property, impacts to 
the Target Property from this facility are considered minimal.  
 
No other facilities were noted that would have a likelihood to use, treat, or 
store hazardous chemicals. 

  
 

5.2  ADDITIONAL 
RECORDS 
SOURCES 

No additional records sources, besides those listed in Sections 5.3, 5.4, and 7.0, 
were used.  

  
 

5.3  PHYSICAL 
SETTING 
SOURCES 

The following records sources were used in preparing this report:  
 
• United States Geological Survey (USGS), Woodside, CA/7.5-Minute 

Quadrangle.  
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• EDR Reports located in Appendices C through F. 
• Regulatory reviews as listed in Section 7. 
• Summary Report of Hazardous Building Materials, Skylonda Fire Station 

No. 58, Woodside, CA, prepared by SCA Environmental, Inc., dated 
March 13, 2015. 

  
 

5.4  HISTORICAL 
DATA 

The following sources were researched for site and adjacent property history 
information. See the Appendices of this report for these historical sources. 
 
• Topographic Maps – 1902-1997.  
• City Directory –1970-2013. 
• Aerial photographs – 1943-2012. 

 
No Sanborn Map coverage was available for the Target Property. 

  

5.4.1  
Historical Findings 

The earliest data that SCA has obtained for the site is a 1902 Topographic Map 
that shows the overall Target Property as undeveloped. A 1948 Aerial 
Photograph shows two structures, likely the Apparatus Building and Barracks 
Building, existing in their current configuration in the northern and southern 
ends of the property. A 1953 Aerial Photograph clearly shows the office 
building existing in its current configuration between the two other structures. 
A 1982 aerial photograph shows that the driveway to the property as paved, 
reflecting the current state of the Target Property. Use of the Target Property 
remains unchanged throughout the rest of the Topographic Maps and Aerial 
Photographs reviewed.  
 
The historical data obtained from aerial photographs, city directories, and 
topographic maps for the Target Property and immediately surrounding 
properties is summarized in the following table. 
 

Date Document Notes 
1902 Topo Map Shows the overall area of the Target Property. 
1943 Aerial Photo Shows the Target Property as undeveloped. Skyline Blvd and La Honda 

Road appear to intersect at the Target Property, but are both unpaved. 
Land use in the vicinity of the Target Property is primarily open space. The 
reservoir is located south of the Target Property in its present day location. 

1948 Topo Map Shows the overall area of the Target Property. No structures are mapped 
at the site.  Skyline Blvd and La Honda Road are depicted, but not labeled.  

1948 Aerial Photo Shows the Target Property as occupied by at least 2 structures, appearing 
to be the Apparatus and Barracks Buildings at their present day locations. 
A clearing exists in place of the present day asphalt paved area in front of 
the Apparatus Building. Commercial structures are observed east of the 
site in the present day location of the Mountain Terrace.  Land use in the 
vicinity of the site remains primarily open space.  

1953 Topo Map Shows the overall area of the Target Property as developed with up to four 
buildings.  

1953 Aerial Photo Shows the Target Property as currently developed with three structures. 
No significant change to the land use in the vicinity of the site. 

1961 Topo Map Shows the Target Property and vicinity as currently developed. 
1961 Topo Map Shows the Target Property and vicinity as currently developed. 
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1963 Aerial Photo Shows the Target Property as currently developed. No significant change 

to the land use in the vicinity of the site with the exception of the addition of 
surrounding residential structures. Structure associated with Alice’s 
Restaurant is observed. 

1968 Topo Map Shows the Target Property and vicinity as currently developed. 
1968 Aerial Photo Shows the Target Property and vicinity as currently developed. No 

significant changes noted. 
1973 Topo Map Shows the Target Property and vicinity as currently developed. 
1982 Aerial Photo Shows the Target Property as currently developed.  The driveway appears 

to be paved and the businesses to the southeast have expanded.  
1991 Topo Map Shows the Target Property and vicinity as currently developed. 
1991 Aerial Photo Shows the Target Property and vicinity as currently developed. No 

significant changes noted. 
1997 Topo Map Shows the Target Property and vicinity as currently developed. 
1998 Aerial Photo Shows the Target Property and vicinity as currently developed. No 

significant changes noted. 
1999 City Directory Lists the Target Property as Department of Forestry and Fire Protection 

(17290 Skyline Blvd) 
2003 City Directory Lists the Target Property as California State Office Forest and Fire 

Protection (17290 Skyline Blvd) 
2005 Aerial Photo Shows the Target Property and vicinity as currently developed. No 

significant changes noted. 
2006 Aerial Photo Shows the Target Property and vicinity as currently developed. No 

significant changes noted. 
2008 City Directory Lists the Target Property as Forestry Fire Protection CA Dept (17290 

Skyline Blvd) 
2009 Aerial Photo Shows the Target Property and vicinity as currently developed. No 

significant changes noted. 
2010 Aerial Photo Shows the Target Property and vicinity as currently developed. No 

significant changes noted. 
2012 Aerial Photo Shows the Target Property and vicinity as currently developed. No 

significant changes noted. 
2013 City Directory Lists the Target Property as State of California (17290 Skyline Blvd) 
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Feb 
2015 

Site Visit Three buildings (Barracks, Office, and Apparatus) are present on site with 
associated paved parking areas. 
 
The Barracks Building is an approximately 900 square foot (sq.ft.),  two 
story living space intended to house employees of the fire station The first 
story is comprised of a gym, restroom with multiple showers, and a laundry 
room. The second story is comprised of a dormitory style bedroom, three 
single bedrooms, and a kitchen. 
 
The Office Building is an approximately 600 sq.ft., single story structure 
that is comprised of three large office rooms and a restroom. 
 
The Apparatus Building is an approximately 2,000 sq.ft, single story, large 
metal framed garage designed to house four fire engines. Used oil, as well 
as new motor oil and other vehicle fluids are stored in the building. 
Miscellaneous equipment including oxygen tanks, fire rescue, and life 
support equipment are also present in this building. 
 
A dual-vault above ground storage tank (AST, similar to a ConVault type) 
and fuel dispensary is present adjacent to the northwestern side of the 
Apparatus Building. The dual-vault AST is comprised of a 500-gasoline 
and 1,000-gallon diesel tanks.  
 
In addition, a septic system is located onsite with a leach field.  The leach 
field is located southwest of the Apparatus Building and has been paved 
over with asphalt. 
 
An above ground propane tank and a PG&E transformer are present 
between the Office and Barracks Buildings. In addition, an AT&T 
Communications shed and a Drafting Pit (underground reservoir of water) 
are present on site. 

 
Based on our review of this and other available information, the Target 
Property was open space until the fire station was constructed in the mid 
1940s.  

 
 

 

5.5 HISTORICAL 
USE 
INFORMATION 

Historically, sites in the immediate area have been open space and residential, 
with a gas station and restaurant existing to the southeast.  SCA observed a gas 
station (Alice's Station) southeast of the property. This gas station has 
underground diesel and gasoline storage tanks. Information reviewed on the 
SWRCB's GeoTracker website indicates that several USTs and ASTs were 
removed from this facility in the mid 1980s and early 1990s. Gasoline and 
diesel fuel releases occurred at this facility around this time due to historic 
fueling activities (tank gauging stick penetrated 2,000 gallon gasoline UST, 
releases at fuel dispenser, open valve on diesel AST).  Following removal of 
the various tanks and product piping, up to 2,000 cubic yards of impacted soil 
was excavated from the site in 1992.  According to GeoTracker, groundwater 
monitoring activities in September 2000 reported up to 150 µg/L of TPHg and 
TPHd, 1.5 µg/L of xylenes, and 22 µg/L of MTBE, just slightly above 
respective California Department of Public Health Maximum Contaminant 
Levels (MCLs), but well under RWQCB's Environmental Screening Levels for 
the evaluation of a potential vapor intrusion concern. Based on the results of 
groundwater monitoring and soil sampling activities completed at the site, this 
facility was granted regulatory closure from SMCEHD in June 2011. Since this 
site is immediately downgradient of the Target Property, impacts to the Target 
Property from this facility are considered minimal.  
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6.0 SITE RECONNAISSANCE 

 
6.1  LIMITATIONS/ 

METHODS 
The site visit was completed by SCA staff, Karen Emery, P.G., on February 
10, 2015. Ground level photographs taken during the site reconnaissance are 
presented in Appendix A. 
 
SCA inspected all buildings on site.  

  
 

6.2  SITE SETTING The area surrounding the Target Property consists primarily of open space 
and residential, with the exception of the adjacent municipal reservoir, 
restaurant, and gas station.  

  
 

6.3 OBSERVATIONS All observations of site conditions including any identified or non-identified 
substances have been listed below in accordance with ASTM Practice E-
1527-13. 

  
 

6.3.1  
Hazardous Substances 
from Identified Property 
Uses 

Various chemicals including antifreeze, lubricating oil, automobile coolant, 
gear oil, propane, gasoline, paint thinner, motor oil, miscellaneous paints, 
and compressed carbon dioxide were observed in the apparatus building. 
Miscellaneous cleaning products were also observed in the apparatus 
building and barracks. All chemicals were observed inside of intact 
containers on shelves or the concrete floor.   
 
No stains or leaks were noted around the containers, and all containers were 
labeled and noted to be in relatively good condition at the time of the site 
reconnaissance, although minor oil leaks were observed on the concrete 
floors underneath the fire engines.  

  
 

6.3.2  
Hazardous Substance 
and Unidentified 
Containers 

No unidentified substances or containers were noted at the Target Property 
during the site reconnaissance. 

  
 

6.3.3  
Storage Tanks 

A dual-vault AST, (similar to a ConVault type) and fuel dispensary is 
present adjacent to the northwestern side of the Apparatus Building.  The 
dual-vault AST is comprised of a 500-gasoline and 1,000-gallon diesel tanks.  
The ASTs are situated on top of a concrete pad, however, no secondary 
containment was observed around the AST. No spills or stains were 
observed.  
 
In addition, two USTs (one 540 gallon gasoline UST and one 560 gallon 
diesel UST) were removed from the site in June 1997.  Analyses of soil 
samples collected beneath the fill end of each UST were indicative that a 
release had occurred at the site. Refer to Section 7.2.3 for additional 
information. 
 
(See “ASTM Findings” in Section 8.1) 
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6.3.4 
Polychlorinated 
Biphenyls (PCBs) 

PCBs are regulated under Federal and State law. Byproducts of PCB 
combustion are known carcinogens and respiratory hazards. Consequently, 
specific handling and disposal of PCB-containing products is required. PCBs 
are most commonly found in lighting ballasts, wet transformers, and in 
electrical equipment, which uses dielectric fluids. PCBs are also occasionally 
found as a contaminant in hydraulic fluids. 
 
PCB-containing light ballasts were present at the Target Property.  SCA also 
noted one (1) transformer at the property. This transformer is owned by 
PG&E. The unit was functioning at the time of the investigation.  No visual 
evidence of staining was noted during the investigation. As the unit is owned 
by PG&E, disposal of the PCB-containing fluids, if present, would be the 
responsibility of PG&E. 
 
In their current state, the ballasts are not an environmental concern.  
However, prior to their removal, PCB-content should be determined by 
consulting with the ballast suppliers. SCA was able to inspect some of the 
ballasts in the office building, but did not have access to all ballasts on the 
property.  If information regarding the PCB content is unavailable, the 
ballasts should be treated as PCB-containing during removal and disposed of 
in accordance with federal, state, and local regulations. 
 
No other electrical transformers, hydraulic equipment, or other PCB-
containing equipment was observed on the Target Property. 
 
(See “PCBs” in Section 8.2) 

 
 

 
 

6.3.5  
Solid Waste Disposal 

Solid waste disposal is handled by outside parties.  Solid waste was noted in 
garbage collection areas outside of the barracks building in the southern 
portion of the property. 

  
 

6.3.6  
Physical Setting Analysis 
(re: on-site or off-site 
migration of hazardous 
substances) 

Based on our site reconnaissance and the findings listed in Section 5.1.3, it is 
SCA’s opinion that adjacent properties have not impacted the soil, soil-
vapor, or groundwater conditions at the Target Property. 
 
Regarding the potential for on-site migration of hazardous substances, a 
1,000 gallon diesel and a 500 gallon gasoline AST are located on the 
property. In addition, two USTs (one 540 gallon gasoline UST and one 560 
gallon diesel UST) were removed from the site in June 1997.  Analyses of 
soil samples collected beneath the fill end of each UST were indicative that a 
release had occurred at the site. No groundwater was encountered during 
UST removal activities. Waste oil was also historically discharged to the 
ground surface at the site for an unknown duration of time. In June 1997, 
excavation activities were performed at the site to remove petroleum 
hydrocarbon impacted soil in an area measuring 12 feet wide, by 25 feet 
long, to depths between 2.5 and 6.5 feet bgs. Following excavation, 
confirmation soil samples were collected at the base of the excavation which 
identified residual concentrations of TPHd, BTEX, MTBE, and total oil and 
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grease in soil. No groundwater was encountered during the excavation 
activities. 
 
According to information reviewed for the preparation of this Phase I ESA, 
the Contractor concluded that residual concentrations in soil were below 
SMCEHD guidelines and recommended closure of the UST and waste oil 
spill area, however, no closure letter was found in a search of SMCEHD 
files. The documented releases associated with the UST and waste oil 
discharge area has the potential for on-site migration of hazardous 
substances.  Refer to Section 7.2.3 for additional information. 
 
No other factors observed at the Target Property were relevant to on-site or 
off-site migration. 
 
(See “ASTM Findings” in Section 8.1) 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
6.3.7  
Odors 

 
No odors of an unknown nature were noted by SCA at the time of the site 
investigation. 

  
 

6.3.8  
Pits, Ponds, Lagoons, or 
Pools of Liquid 

No pits, ponds, lagoons or pools of liquid were noted during SCA’s site visit.  

  
 

6.3.9  
Stained or Corroded 
Concrete, Floors, etc. 

SCA observed hydrocarbon staining on the concrete inside of the Apparatus 
Building. These appeared to be oil stains from the fire engines and/or 
vehicles parked inside of the garage. These conditions were limited, did not 
appear to impact surface soil, and are considered to be de minimus. 

  
 

6.3.10  
Stressed Vegetation 

No stressed vegetation indicative of possible contamination was noted at the 
Target Property during the site reconnaissance.  

  
 

6.3.11 
Wastewater and 
Stormwater Disposal 

Stormwater follows the topographic gradient of the site. SCA did not note 
any storm drains on the site.  

  
 

6.3.12  
Wells and Septic System 

No wells were identified during SCA’s site visit. However, a drafting pit 
(underground reservoir of water) is located onsite. 
 
SCA identified the presence of an existing septic tank west of the Barracks 
Building. In addition to this septic tank, a paved over leach field exists in the 
northern portion of the property, west of the Apparatus Building. This leach 
field exists within 200 feet of the reservoir located southwest, and adjacent to 
the Target Property. Two manholes labeled "Sanitary Sewer" were located 
east of the septic system. Three manholes labeled "Sewer" were located on 
the southern side of the leach field, while three manholes labeled "Cleanout" 
and two more labeled "Sewer" were located on the northern end of the leach 
field.   
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(See “Septic System” in Section 8.2) 

  
 

6.3.13  
Drains and Sumps 

SCA noted drains in the 1st floor of the Apparatus Building, 
showers/bathrooms in each of the buildings, and the main kitchen area 
during the site visit. 

 
 

 

6.3.14  
Asbestos-Containing 
Materials 

Asbestos-containing materials (ACM) are those materials identified as 
containing >1.0% asbestos. Trace ACM are those materials identified as 
containing <1.0% but greater than 0.1% asbestos. These materials may exist 
as construction debris (in which case they fall under CERCLA regulatory 
requirements), as materials in intact buildings (in which case they fall under 
TSCA and NESHAPS requirements) or as geological deposits (in which case 
they are typically regulated by local air pollution control district standards). 
 
Concurrent with this Phase I ESA, SCA conducted a Hazardous Building 
Materials Survey of the Barracks and Office buildings slated for demolition 
as part of the new fire station construction. Sampling for asbestos was 
conducted on February 9-10, 2015 by Tucker Kalman, CSST (#13-5157), 
CDPH with SCA under the supervision of Christina Codemo, CAC, CHMM, 
REPA and Chuck Siu, CIH, CDPH. The following asbestos-containing 
materials were identified: 
 
Barracks Building 

• Wall and ceiling drywall with joint compounds (1-5% Chrysotile 
[CH} asbestos in joint compound) 

• 12"x12" off white vinyl flooring tiles and black mastic  (1-5% CH in 
mastic) 

• Black roof penetration mastic (5-10% CH) 
• Mastic associated with formica countertops (Assumed asbestos-

containing)  
• Mastic behind wood wall paneling (Assumed asbestos-containing) 
• Mastic behind ceiling wood paneling (Assumed asbestos-containing) 
• Waterproofing paper assumed behind exterior wood siding 

(Assumed asbestos-containing) 
• Mastic behind plastic wall paneling (Assumed asbestos-containing) 
• Vapor barrier assumed present on exterior of building at hillside 

(Assumed asbestos-containing) 
 
Office Building 

• Wall and ceiling drywall with joint compounds (1-5% CH in joint 
compound) 

• Black roofing penetration mastic (5-10% CH) 
• Black/Grey roof penetration mastic (5-10% CH) 
• Mastic behind wood wall paneling (Assumed asbestos-containing) 
• Mastic behind plastic wall paneling (Assumed asbestos-containing) 
• Waterproofing paper assumed behind exterior wood siding 

(Assumed asbestos-containing) 
 



Phase I Environmental Site Assessment (March 31, 2015) 
County of San Mateo, Skylonda Fire Station No. 58, Woodside, CA  
SCA Environmental Project No. F11578.01 Page 21 

 
Refer to the complete report for information regarding the quantities and 
locations of identified materials as well as a list of non asbestos-containing 
materials found in the buildings. As the survey was non-destructive and the 
buildings were in use, destructive sampling was not performed. Additional 
materials may be present behind wall cavities, above ceilings, etc. 
Destructive sampling should be performed prior to demolition to verify 
asbestos content in assumed materials. 
 
(See “Asbestos-Containing Materials” in Section 8.2) 

  
 

6.3.15  
Lead-Containing 
Materials 

Lead is a suspect carcinogen and known teratogen, and neurotoxic in high 
doses, therefore lead-containing materials need to be identified prior to the 
onset of construction activities. Deteriorated or child-accessible lead-based 
paints (LBP) and lead-contaminated dust may be of particular concern in 
residential settings, even where no construction activities are planned. 
 

 LBP is defined differently by different agencies. The Consumer Product 
Safety Commission (CPSC) prohibits the use of more than 90 parts per 
million (ppm) of lead in new paint for residential use. HUD uses a cutoff of 
0.5% lead by weight or 1.0 milligram/ square centimeter (mg/cm2). Lead 
paint waste disposal is regulated by California EPA, and uses a definition of 
1000 ppm total lead by weight and 5 ppm of soluble lead (although intact 
LBP on a solid substrate is generally not regulated as a hazardous waste). 
Federal and California OSHA use a standard based upon airborne exposure 
to workers disturbing the painted surface, providing that, airborne lead 
should not exceed a permissible exposure limit of 50 micrograms per cubic 
meter. 

 
Concurrent with this Phase I ESA, SCA conducted a Hazardous Building 
Materials Survey of the Barracks and Office buildings slated for demolition 
as part of the new fire station construction. Representative samples for lead 
were collected Tucker Kalman, CSST (#13-5157), CDPH..  Sampled 
materials included lead paints and coatings on the interior and exterior of the 
buildings. Paints in the building were generally noted to be in fair to good 
condition at the time of the survey; however, various areas of loose and 
peeling paints were noted on the exterior areas.  Results ranged from less 
than <0.05 mg/kg to 1100 mg/kg.  
 
SCA only sampled a limited number of painted surfaces. All painted surfaces 
should be considered as lead containing or sampled before any demolition 
activities.  
 
Refer to the complete report for information regarding the lead content of 
various materials. 
 
(See “Lead-Based Paints” in Section 8.2) 

 
 

6.3.16  
Lead in Water 

Lead in drinking water is limited to a 15 parts per billion (ppb) standard 
under USEPA regulations.  The potential sources of lead, and their 
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applicability to the Target Property, are summarized in the following table: 
 
 

Potential Source of 
Lead In Water 

Applicability to Target 
Property 

Follow-up Action 

Older piping systems 
with “silver solder” 
connections. 

Although not observed during 
the reconnaissance, may be 
present onsite.  

Pre- and post-flush testing 
required to determine lead 
content. Given the building 
is slated for demolition and 
replacement, no further 
action is recommended at 
this time.  

Specific brands of 
drinking fountain with 
lead-lined holding 
tanks. 

Not applicable – no drinking 
fountains of these specific 
brands observed. 

None 

Water provided by 
local municipality 

Not applicable  None 
 

  
 

6.3.17  
Mercury Lamps and 
Control Systems 

Elemental mercury is a neurotoxin and bio-accumulative environmental 
hazard, which is relatively common in building electrical and control 
systems. Various mercury-containing fluorescent tubes were identified 
throughout the building.  

 
(See “Mercury-Containing Lamps” in Section 8.2) 

  
 

6.3.18  
Urea Formaldehyde 
Foam Insulation 

No urea-formaldehyde foam insulation was observed during SCA's site visit. 

  
 

6.3.19  
Fiberglass Building 
Systems 

Fiberglass insulation was identified on HVAC ducts in the barracks during 
the building materials survey. 

  
 

6.3.20 
Chlorofluorocarbons 
(CFCs) 

CFC compounds occur commonly in building cooling systems, refrigeration 
equipment, and fire suppression systems. CFCs are regulated under an EPA 
phase-out program designed to reduce use of ozone-depleting chemicals. 
 
Materials, which potentially contain CFCs, include refrigerators noted in the 
main kitchen. The units were in good condition and are not considered an 
environmental concern at this time. 

  
 

6.3.21   
Radon 

No specific information is available concerning radon levels at the Target 
Property. However, the Federal EPA Radon Zone for San Mateo County is 
listed in the EDR Report as “2”. The zone is defined by radon testing of the 
basement, first and second floors for various sites in San Mateo County. The 
zone indicates that the average indoor level of radon is greater than 2 but less 
than 4 picocuries per liter (pCi/l). This average is below the US EPA's 
recommended action level of 4 pCi/l.  



Phase I Environmental Site Assessment (March 31, 2015) 
County of San Mateo, Skylonda Fire Station No. 58, Woodside, CA  
SCA Environmental Project No. F11578.01 Page 23 

 
 
Based on these survey results SCA does not anticipate radon exposures to 
exceed the US EPA recommended action level of 4 pCi/l.  

 
 

 

6.3.22 
Electromagnetic Fields 

The Target Property does not appear to be in a particularly high-risk location 
for electromagnetic field (EMF) or extremely low frequency (ELF) 
exposure. High voltage lines do not traverse the property. No transformers, 
step-down stations, microwave transmitters, or other typical sources of 
EMF/ELF were visible on the property or surrounding properties. 

  
 

6.3.23  
Mold 

No mold growth was noted during the site reconnaissance. 

   
 

6.3.24  
Other Environmental 
Issues 

SCA noted no other environmental issues.  
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7.0 INTERVIEWS 
 
7.1  KEY SITE 

MANAGER 
INTERVIEW 

Information for this Phase I Environmental Site Assessment was obtained from 
Theresa Yee, Capital Projects Manager with the County of San Mateo, and 
various Cal Fire personnel while conducting the site reconnaissance.  
Information obtained from these parties is incorporated by reference. 

  
 

7.2  REGULATORY 
INTERVIEWS 

SCA requested files for the Target Property using all of the address presently 
and historically associated with the site. Files were requested from 
representatives of the following regulatory agencies, and memoranda 
documenting these requests are located in Appendix B of this report. 

  
 

7.2.1   
California Regional 
Water Quality Control 
Board – San Francisco 
Bay Region  

This agency maintains files related to leaks, spills and groundwater 
contamination. According to Melinda Wong at the Board, the agency has no 
records on file related to the Target Property.  
 
SCA also checked the GeoTracker website that includes case file summaries 
for Water Board case files from approximately 1988. There were no records on 
file for the Target Property. 

 
 

 

7.2.2  
Bay Area Air Quality 
Management District 

This agency maintains files that include sites with air quality violations, 
permits, etc. SCA researched all addresses associated with the Target Property 
on the District’s on-line database. The agency had no files related to the Target 
Property. 

 
 

 

7.2.3   
San Mateo County 
Environmental Health 
Department 

This agency maintains files including sites undergoing remediation, 
underground storage tank removal and installation, hazardous materials 
management plans, permits, inventories, and notices of violations. Various 
records were identified for the Target Property including Certified Unified 
Program Agency Permits; permits to repair the onsite septic system, Hazardous 
Materials Business Plan (HMBP); HMBP Inspections Reports/Hazardous 
Waste Generator Inspection Report; Water Pollution Prevention Program 
Inspection Forms; Medical and Dental Waste Facility Inspection Forms; and 
Small Quantity Generator Off-site Treatment and Limited Medical Waste 
Hauler Exemption permits.  SCA notes the following: 
 

• Permit for aboveground storage tanks 
• Permit to store motor vehicle fuels or waste (current) 
• Permit to generate and recycle waste oil and solvent (current) 
• Hazardous Waste Generator Inspection Report dated 5/14/93 that 

indicated waste oil had been periodically disposed to ground surface 
for an unknown amount of time.  

• Complaint dated April 1994 indicated a failing septic system with 
effluent surfacing within 200 feet of the reservoir (effluent observed 
on ground surface, approximately 60 feet from the reservoir).  

• Complaints dated August 1994 indicating that a septic system is being 
illegally installed. 



Phase I Environmental Site Assessment (March 31, 2015) 
County of San Mateo, Skylonda Fire Station No. 58, Woodside, CA  
SCA Environmental Project No. F11578.01 Page 25 

 
• County inspection records dated 8/10/94 indicating the observance of 

the installation of a 1,500 gallon septic tank. 
• Notice of Violation from the RWQCB, dated 9/5/00. The notice 

requests (1) A listing of all ASTs at the facility, including location, 
capacity, contents, and tank ages; (2) confirmation of submittal of 
Storage Statements and fees for all ASTs; (3) Submittal of a Spill 
Prevention Control and Countermeasure Plan. 

• UST Removal and Soil Excavation Report, prepared by Atlas 
Engineering Services, Inc. (AES), dated December 8, 1997. Two USTs 
(one 540 gallon gasoline UST and one 560 gallon diesel UST) were 
removed from the site in June 1997. Soil samples were collected 
beneath the fill end of each UST at depths between 7.5 and 8 feet bgs. 
Below the diesel UST, analyses only detected 0.01 mg/kg of toluene. 
Below the gasoline UST, analyses detected 0.65 mg/kg of TPHg, 0.19 
mg/kg of benzene, 0.02 mg/kg of xylenes, 6.5 mg/kg of MTBE, and 15 
mg/kg of total lead. AES indicated that results were all below 
SMCEHD guidelines. No groundwater was encountered during UST 
removal activities. 
 
In June 1997, AES excavated an area measuring 12 feet wide, by 25 
feet long, to depths between 2.5 and 6.5 feet bgs in the area where 
waste oil was historically discharged to the ground surface. Initial 
sample results identified areas that required additional excavation.  
Following completion of additional excavation, additional analyses 
reported up to 110 mg/kg of TPHd, up to 1.0 mg/kg of MTBE, up to 
0.009 mg/kg of benzene, 0.015 mg/kg of toluene, 0.013 mg/kg of 
ethylbenzene, 0.048 mg/kg of xylenes, and 360 mg/kg of total oil and 
grease. No groundwater was encountered during the excavation 
activities. 
 
AES concluded that residual concentrations in soil were below 
SMCEHD guidelines and recommended closure of the UST and waste 
oil spill area by SMCEHD.  (Note: no closure letter was found in a 
search of SMCEHD files).  

 
The documented releases associated with the UST and waste oil disposal area, 
the absence of an evaluation of whether historic releases have impacted 
groundwater beneath the site, and the absence of a closure letter from 
SMCEHD are considered recognized environmental conditions. A copy of all 
documents obtained from SMCEHD is included in Appendix B.  
 
(See “ASTM Findings” in Section 8.1) 

 
  
7.2.4  
Permits, Licenses, and 
Registrations, etc. 

No other registrations, environmentally related permits or licenses are existent 
or required for the Target Property under its current use. 

  
  
7.2.5   
California Department 
of Conservation, 
Division of Oil, Gas 

No oil, gas, or geothermal wells are located within 1,500-feet of the Target 
Property. 
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and Geothermal 
Resources. 
  
  
7.3  INTERVIEWS 

WITH OTHERS 
The findings of SCA have not warranted any further interviews to be 
conducted at this time. 
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8.0 FINDINGS 
 
 
8.1  ASTM 

FINDINGS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

The assessment revealed no evidence of recognized environmental conditions 
controlled recognized environmental conditions, or historical recognized 
environmental conditions in connection with the property with the exception of the 
following: 
 

1. Two USTs (one 540 gallon gasoline UST and one 560 gallon diesel UST) 
were removed from the site in June 1997. Analyses of soil samples collected 
beneath the fill end of each UST identified residual concentrations of TPHg, 
benzene, toluene, xylenes, and MTBE in soil, and were indicative that a 
release had occurred at the site. No groundwater was encountered during UST 
removal activities. Waste oil was also historically discharged to the ground 
surface at the site for an unknown duration of time. In June 1997, excavation 
activities were performed at the site to remove petroleum hydrocarbon 
impacted soil in an area measuring 12 feet wide, by 25 feet long, to depths 
between 2.5 and 6.5 feet bgs. Following excavation, confirmation soil 
samples were collected at the base of the excavation which identified residual 
concentrations of TPHd, BTEX, MTBE, and total oil and grease in soil. No 
groundwater was encountered during the excavation activities. According to 
information reviewed for the preparation of this Phase I ESA, the Contractor 
concluded that residual concentrations in soil were below SMCEHD 
guidelines and recommended closure of the UST and waste oil spill area, 
however, no closure letter was found in a search of SMCEHD files. The 
documented releases associated with the UST and waste oil disposal area, the 
absence of an evaluation of whether historic releases have impacted 
groundwater beneath the site, and the absence of a closure letter from 
SMCEHD are considered recognized environmental conditions.  
 

Recommendation: SCA recommends the completion of a Phase II site 
investigation to evaluate soil that may be encountered during redevelopment 
activities at the site as well as to evaluate groundwater conditions due to known 
releases at this facility.  This investigation should be completed prior to the start 
of redevelopment activities at the site. 
 
 

8.2  OTHER 
FINDINGS 

 

The following items were noted, but are not recognized environmental conditions as 
defined by ASTM methodology. Although not recognized by ASTM, these items may 
be of some significance in future site operations. 

  
 

8.2.1 
PCBs 

Possible PCB-containing light ballasts were present at the Target Property and must 
be verified as non-PCB before demolition.  SCA also noted one (1) transformer at the 
property. The transformer is owned by PG&E. As the unit was functioning at the time 
of the investigation, sampling of transformer fluids to determine PCB content was not 
performed. No visual evidence of staining was noted during the investigation.  
 
Recommendation:  In their current state, the ballasts are not an environmental 
concern.  However, prior to their removal, PCB-content should be determined by 
consulting with the ballast suppliers.  If information regarding the PCB content 
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is unavailable, the ballasts should be treated as PCB-containing during removal 
and disposed of in accordance with federal, state, and local regulations.  Workers 
handling the PCB lighting ballasts should be trained in the safe handling and 
disposal of these ballasts. 
 
The transformer unit is owned by PG&E. As a result, disposal of the PCB-
containing fluids, if present, would be the responsibility of PG&E. 

  

8.2.2 
Asbestos-
Containing 
Materials 

Various asbestos-containing materials were identified in the building. The survey 
completed at the site was non-destructive, and as a result various materials were 
assumed asbestos containing and not sampled. Furthermore, as the building is still in 
use, SCA did not perform destructive sampling to inspect wall cavities, above 
ceilings, etc.   
 
Recommendation:  Destructive testing prior to demolition or renovation 
activities is required to confirm whether assumed materials are found to contain 
asbestos.  Prior to demolition and/or renovation activities, all asbestos-containing 
materials should be abated by a licensed and properly trained asbestos 
abatement contractor.   

  

8.2.3 
Lead-Based 
Paints 

Lead was identified in some paints present in the building. 
 
Recommendation:  As lead was identified in some paints and a detailed 
inventory of paints was not performed for the project, SCA recommends that all 
paint be treated as lead-containing for the purpose of complying with Cal-OSHA 
requirements. All future renovation and/or demolition work should follow local, 
state, and federal regulations regarding lead.  Prior to renovation or demolition 
work, incorporate lead stabilization and/or abatement planning into the project.  

  

8.2.4 
Mercury-
Containing 
Lamps 

SCA observed fluorescent lighting elements in various locations throughout the 
building. 
 
Recommendation:  In their current state, the items are not an environmental 
concern. Construction and maintenance workers should be trained to safely and 
legally handle and dispose of fluorescent lamps. 

  

8.2.5 
Above Ground 
Storage Tanks 
 

Presence of one (1) 1000 gallon above ground diesel storage tank and presence of one 
(1) 500 gallon above ground gasoline storage tank. These two tanks are in the AST 
database, but neither has a reported violation or spill. Neither tank is inside of a 
secondary containment, as observed in SCA's site visit.   
 
Recommendation:  Although no violations or spills have been reported for these 
tanks, the owner may want to consider the construction of a secondary 
containment area around the ASTs if they are to remain on site. 

  

  

8.2.6 
Septic System  

The Target Property has a septic system on site with a leach field expanding across 
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With Leach Field 
 
 
 
 
 
 

the north western portion of the site. This leach field has been paved over and is 
located within 200 feet of an active reservoir, which are in violation of County 
ordinances.  
 
Recommendations: Due to the leach field being in violation of County ordinance, 
it is recommended that it be relocated and/or brought into compliance during 
redevelopment activities at the site.  
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9.0 CONCLUSIONS 

 
 

 SCA has performed this Phase I Environmental Site Assessment in conformance 
with the scope and limitations of ASTM Practice E 1527-13 for the Skylonda 
Fire Station, located at 17290 Skyline Blvd, on Assessor’s Parcel Numbers 
(APNs) 075-101-010 and 075-094-010, and located in Woodside, in 
unincorporated San Mateo County, California, the Target Property.  Any 
exceptions to, or deletions from, this practice are described in Section 2.4 of this 
report. The assessment revealed no evidence of recognized environmental 
conditions controlled recognized environmental conditions, or historical 
recognized environmental conditions in connection with the property with the 
exception of the following: 
 

1. Two USTs (one 540 gallon gasoline and one 560 gallon diesel) were 
removed from the site in June 1997. Analyses of soil samples collected 
beneath the fill end of each UST identified residual concentrations of 
TPHg, benzene, toluene, xylenes, and MTBE in soil, and were indicative 
that a release had occurred at the site. No groundwater was encountered 
during UST removal activities. Waste oil was also historically 
discharged to the ground surface at the site for an unknown duration of 
time. In June 1997, excavation activities were performed at the site to 
remove petroleum hydrocarbon impacted soil in an area measuring 12 
feet wide, by 25 feet long, to depths between 2.5 and 6.5 feet bgs. 
Following excavation, confirmation soil samples were collected at the 
base of the excavation which identified residual concentrations of TPHd, 
BTEX, MTBE, and total oil and grease in soil. No groundwater was 
encountered during the excavation activities. According to information 
reviewed for the preparation of this Phase I ESA, the Contractor 
concluded that residual concentrations in soil were below SMCEHD 
guidelines and recommended closure of the UST and waste oil spill area, 
however, no closure letter was found in a search of SMCEHD files. The 
documented releases associated with the UST and waste oil disposal 
area, the absence of an evaluation of whether historic releases have 
impacted groundwater beneath the site, and the absence of a closure 
letter from SMCEHD are considered recognized environmental 
conditions.  

 
The following items were noted, but are not recognized environmental 
conditions as defined by ASTM methodology, and may be of some significance 
in future redevelopment activities at the site: 
 

1. Above ground gasoline and diesel storage tanks  
2. Septic tank with associated leach field 
3. PCB-containing light ballasts in fluorescent light fixtures 
4. Asbestos-containing building materials 
5. Lead-containing paints 
6. Mercury-containing items. 
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10.0 LIMITATIONS 
 

 The staff of SCA Environmental, Inc. has prepared this report for MIG | TRA 
Environmental Sciences, Inc. and the County of San Mateo under the 
professional supervision of the principal and staff whose signatures appear 
hereon. Neither SCA Environmental, Inc., nor any staff member assigned to this 
investigation has any interest or contemplated interest, financial or otherwise, in 
the subject or surrounding properties or which may be responsible for 
environmental issues identified during the course of this investigation, and has no 
personal bias with respect to the parties involved. 
 
The information contained in this report has received appropriate technical 
review and approval. The conclusions represent professional judgments and are 
founded upon the findings of the investigations identified in the report and the 
interpretation of such data based on our experience and expertise according to the 
existing standard of care. No other warranty or limitation exists, either express or 
implied. 
 
The investigation was prepared in accordance with the most current (E-1527-13) 
American Society of Testing and Materials (ASTM) methods for environmental 
site assessments. The report is prepared solely for the use and benefit of MIG | 
TRA Environmental Sciences, Inc. and the County of San Mateo. No other party 
may use this report, for any purpose, without the written authorization of a 
Principal of SCA. 
 
In preparing this report, SCA has relied upon information provided by others. 
SCA has not verified the accuracy or completeness of this information. Should 
information provided by others prove to be inaccurate or incomplete, SCA's 
findings, conclusions, and recommendations provided herein may not be valid. 
 
Please note that relevant ASTM standards require re-preparation of Phase I 
assessments after six months if they are to be used for funding, development, or 
other decision-making purposes. This document is not to be used for zoning or 
planning purposes and does not address seismic, aesthetic or noise issues. 
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SITE PHOTOGRAPHS 
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MISCELLANEOUS CORRESPONDENCE AND INTERVIEWS 
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Site Name & Address:

SCA Project Number:
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Printed Name

Issue Yes No

Are you aware of any environmental cleanup liens against the property that are filed or recorded
under federal, tribal, state or local law? Ifso, please speciÍ!.

x

Activity & Land Use Limitations That are in Place on the Site or That Have Been Filed or
Recorded in a Registry

Are you aware of any activity and use limitations, such as engineering controls, land use
restrictions, or institutional controls that are in place at the site and/or have been filed or recorded in
a registry under federal, tribal, state, or local law?

X

Specialized Knowledge or Experience

Do you have any specialized knowledge or experience related to the property or nearby properties
relevant to identifying conditions indicative of releases or threatened releases at thì zubject
property? Ifso, please explain.

x

Relationship of the Actual Purchase Price of the Property to the Estimated Fair Market
Value of the Property with No Contamination

Does the purchase price being paid for this property reasonably reflect the fair market value ofthe
property? If you conclude that there is a difference, have you considered whether the lower
purchase price is due to contamination that is known or believed to be present at the property? If
so, please explain.

hrl

Commonly-Known or Reasonably-Ascertainable Information About the property

Are you aware of commonly-known or reasonably-asceftainable information about the property that
would help identif,t conditions indicative ofreleases or threatened releases? For examplè, dô you
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¡ Past uses of the property? If so, please specifu. tìq\ \âè.c* -(L.o g\tr\è,\^_ q:._i-q_. Specific chemicals affecting the property? If so, please specify. .<yr.ò \c\3çJS,. Spills or other chemical releases affecting the property? If so, ple
. Any environmental cleanups affecting the property? If so, please specify.

r

The Degree of Obviousness of the Presence or Likely Presence of Contamination at the
Property, and the Ability To Detect the contamination by Appropriate Investigation

Based on your knowledge and experience related to the property, are there any obvious indicators
that point to the presence or likely presence of contamination at the propertv? If so. olease snecifu.

X
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APPENDIX C 

 
ENVIRONMENTAL LIEN SEARCH REPORT 
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CITY DIRECTORY 
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APPENDIX E 
 

EDR DATABASE REPORT 





















http://www.edrnet.com/srf2/FinalSiteReport.aspx?ID=2L24LI1z4p8tIb2ozH1ipk6nta7wbV1uod9PHf6diX2RLO1d4d7wIG1Fzp2tp.3vtF9Pbt2bob6KHT2WLg2T4U1zIt57zG2qphAmtR4Bbe1poD7LH.7eiQ0YkB3unNtLaS2yLd244Y1xIyTFzv2cpy1EtIABbW3eoi9HHm6ViF8GkG7YnN5Faf1


































http://www.web.edrnet.com/ordering/switchboard/redirect.aspx?s=GRR_CA_LUST_ST&global_id=T0608100574










http://www.web.edrnet.com/ordering/switchboard/redirect.aspx?s=GRR_CA_LUST_ST&global_id=T0608100502






http://www.edrnet.com/srf2/FinalSiteReport.aspx?ID=2L24LI1z4p8tIb2ozH1ipk6nta7wbV1uod9PHf6diX2RLO1d4d7wIG1Fzp2tp.3vtF9Pbt2bob6KHT2WLg2T4U1zIt57zG2qphAmtR4Bbe1poD7LH.7eiQ0YkB3unNtLaS2yLd244Y1xIyTFzv2cpy1EtIABbW3eoi9HHm6ViF8GkG7YnN5Faf1
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AERIAL PHOTOGRAPHS 
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