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for Disabled Veterans’ Dependents

San Mateo County disabled veterans can get a little
assistance in covering the cost of sending their children to
a California college thanks to the help of the
College Tuition Fee Waiver program. This program waives
mandatory system-wide tuition and fees at any State of
California institution of higher learning. These institutions
include any college in the University of California, California
State Universities and community college system.There
are several plans under the College Tuition Fee Waiver
program, but the most commonly used is Plan B. This plan
entitles the children — natural, adopted and step children —
of disabled veterans at any percentage for a waiver of most
of the fees (also referred to as tuition) at the
aforementioned institutions of higher learning. Not the
entire fee package is waived, but this program usually
waives about 90 percent of the fees. This program does
not cover the expense of books, housing or parking.
Plan B includes the dependent children of a veteran who
has a service-connected disability or had a service-
connected disability at the time of death, or died of service-
connected causes. There is no requirement of war time
service for the veteran and no age limit for the child of the
veteran.

There are income restrictions. The child’s annual income,
which includes the child’s adjusted gross income and the
value of support provided by the parent, may not exceed
the “annual income limit.” This limit is announced every
year as the national poverty level. This year it is $12,360.

The basic requirement for this benefit is that the veteran
must provide proof of the service-connected disability. This
is usually done with the Veterans Administration award
letter. The applicant must fill out the DVS-40 form that can
be obtained at:

https://www.calvet.ca.gov/VetServices/Pages/College-
Fee-Waiver.aspx
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The dependent child must
provide proof of their
relationship to the disabled
veteran with either a birth
certificate or adoption papers.
In the case of a step child, the
applicant must show proof of
relationship to the veteran
through marriage to the
student’s parent.

INCOME LIMITS

The final document needed is
the student’s tax form for the
last tax year showing that
they made less than the
income limit for this year. If
the student did not work they
must produce a letter from the
IRS or the Franchise Tax
Board stating that they did not

file taxes in the last tax year.

SIGNING UP

All of this information must
be taken to the San Mateo
County Veteran Service
Office where it is reviewed
for accuracy and processed.
The completed forms and a
copy are issued to the
student for them to submit to
their college Veteran

Certifying Official.
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days.

There are three other plans that benefit veterans
under the College Fee Waiver Program. In Plan A
the children and spouse, unmarried widow or
registered domestic partner of a 100-percent
disabled veteran may receive the tuition fee waiver
under certain circumstances. Plan C covers
dependents and the spouse of any California
National Guard member who was killed on active
duty. Plan D gives these benefits to the children of
Medal of Honor recipients.

The best place to apply for these benefits is the

San Mateo County Veterans Services Office in
Belmont. This office does hundreds of these a year
and the turnaround time is usually two to three






