
NORTH FAIR 
OAKS
FIREWORKS 2020



The Fourth of July holiday is traditionally a time for 
family gatherings and barbeques. This  year was 
much different due to the pandemic. The city  
official firework shows were canceled to prevent 
further spread of the virus. As we learned, many 
people throughout the bay area held their own 
firework shows with illegal commercial grade 
fireworks.  

Preparedness 



Internal meetings 

Banners  

Door hangers distributed

Social media postings

Preparedness 



Special Circumstances

Community events canceled due to COVID-19  

Fireworks show canceled the City of Redwood City

Stay-at-home order



Calls for Service
On July 4 th, 2020 , we received a 
total of 48 calls  for service related 
to fireworks in North Fair Oaks. 11  
more calls  for service than the 
previous year. 

The total number of calls  related to 
fireworks represent an increase of 
30%  in comparison to calls  
received in 2019.

The firework calls  received in the 
different  Sheriff's  Office  
jurisdictions.



ShotSpotter Activity

The activity detected by ShotSpotter on 
July 4 th and the eve of July 5th, 2020  for 
the area of North Fair Oaks was 6 
firecracker incidents .

FIREWORKS



ShotSpotter Activity

The activity detected by ShotSpotter on July 
4 th and the eve of July 5th, 2020  for the area 
of North Fair Oaks was 1  single-gunshot 
incident and 4  multiple-gunshot incidents .

GUNSHOTS



2 Deput ies and 2 Sergeants were assigned to work 
the  firework suppression detail in the North Fair 
Oaks area of Unincorporated San Mateo County. 

Briefing was conducted in the Headquarters Patrol 
briefing room at 1600 hours and the special detail 
team dispersed to patrol the designated “ hot 
spots”. 

This year we not iced large crowds of people 
gathering to watch the fireworks. We experienced   
a higher amount of act ivity in the vicinity. 

Field Operations



Hurlingame Avenue



The hot spot areas consisted of 
Halsey Avenue between 
Hampshire  Avenue, Warrington 
Avenue, and Stanford Avenue. 

Severa l res idents  were  
conduct ing their own tra ffic 
control and blocking the  s t ree ts  
to a llow for illega l fireworks  to 
be  ignited and making it  difficult  
for law enforcement  to ca tch the  
offenders . 

Severa l double  parked vehicles  
and approximate ly 1 0 0  plus  
res idents  in the  s t ree t  viewing 
the  fireworks .

Hot Spots



Dumbarton and Calvin Arrowhead Lane



The highest number of fireworks 
act ivity was  es t imated be tween 8:0 0  
p.m. and 1 1 :0 0  p.m. 

During this  t ime deput ies  wrote  20  
cita t ions  and confiscated a  
cons iderable  amount  of morta r, P-
1 0 0 , roman candles , and bott le  
rockets  among other illega l 
fireworks . Our Bomb Unit  took 
possess ion of these  fireworks . 

Enforcement



Lessons Learned 
We have a lready started the planning for 
New Year’s  Eve 2021and July 4 , 2021 . 

We need additional technology to ass ist us  
with apprehension of these offenders .

We have learned that we need to conduct 
additional investigations  prior to each 
event.

There is  a lways room for improvement and 
work more closely with the community. 



CAPTAIN CHRISTINA CORPUS

COMMANDER

HEADQUARTERS PATROL 

Q U E S T I O N S ?
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