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Tet Maria Gonzalez at planning_zho@smcgov.org
County File number PLN2026 - 00114 (Liu Q anchu)
Regarding my property at 16 San Juan Avenue in Menlo Park
Extending added concerns not addressed in my letter Dated May
18,2016
   Sent to: Randall Cohen Project Manager
                 Planning and Building Department
 1550ounty Center 2nd Floor  Redwood City, Ca. 94063
 
1, AN INVASION OF PRIVACY
These plans were drawn with windows overlooking into my
property.
They will be looking directly into my property from less than 10
Feet. 
The view from their windows look directly  across onto my living
rooms
with 15 Feet of solid glass and Sliding Glass Doors. And another
13 Feet 
of Solid Glass and Windows for the Dining Room and a Bedroom. 
The Kitchen being the most intrusive. Obviously all family
members and guests will be using that area when family members
and or guests are talking and laughing during warm weather with
the windows and door open it will sound as if they are in my yard.
If their lights are on late or all night it will cause light pollution that
will end the peaceful tranquility sitting in the moonlight listening to
the frogs and water running down the creek. 
That has been some of the  wonderful times everyone has
enjoyed.
 
Plan A or B would make the back side of my building totally lose
all privacy, Depending on the roof choice, the walls of this building
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will be
12 Feet to 15 Feet tall.  Any place from my  property looking
toward the fence it will appear to be an intrusive building against
my fence.
 
In the last 50+ years, that I have owned this property. I raised my
family and moved to a smaller place, preserving the family home
by renting to qualified families. In all those years myself and all
tenants haven't had to cover any glass windows or doors on the
back side of  the building because of the wonderful privacy it holds
 
 have that small frosted bathroom window in the upper level facing
my property. They also
had the kitchen facing the side yard for the same reason
 
2. LOSS OF VALUE
My property is now very desirable because of the amount of
privacy and serenity it offers.       
I believe financial and desirability value of my property will be
greatly devalued by this plan
I believe the price of offering to sell will be greatly reduced
because of of this addition..
I believe it will also lower my rental value and my ability for new
tenants acceptance 
I believe no one in this west Menlo/Atherton location wants
crowded housing.

3. QUESTION REASON
I question and believe there is no true reason that requires THIS
amount of remodel.
I never heard a neighbor complain of the floor plan for that house
since it was built 68
I am always cautious about this much major rebuild - ?
If they are allowed without my consent I am asking for the cost of
planting a row of trees 
in order to maintain some needed privacy
 
Respectfully,
 Helen Ward
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==========================================
Tet Maris Gonzalez
Please attach to my letter sent 10/12/2026 
==========================================
 
This is the 10/18/ 2016 letter referred to in my 10/12/2026 letter as to:
"Extending added concerns addressed in my letter Dated May 18 2016"
 
Randall Cohen Project Planner
Planning and building Department
455 County Center 2nd floor
Redwood City, Ca. 94025
 
 Sir,
My neighbor,  Eamon Dunphy has made me aware of our properties
being threatened of losing our privacy. Him, from his private pool, and
more.
The issue is illegal set backs of the project at 15 Patterson Avenue,
Menlo Park.
My property is 16 San Juan Avenue located behind said property.
I have not received any information about this project when in fact my
property will be the most affected. 15 Patterson already has a hot tub
building against the fence and 2 rental units on the property
I am not aware that rental units are allowed in our  area.  Now
speculating
she wants to build another unit to rent?  She is asking to put in a two
story
building looking down into my private yard and into my fifteen feet of
glass
window and sliding doors. It will be only 10 feet from my wood fence
and wooden
garage. Then another four feet from my garage to my wooden building. I

mailto:mogulstone@aol.com
mailto:PLANNING_ZHO@smcgov.org


am
concerned that if her over built property should have a fire it would take
no
time for it to burn my fence, garage, and home to the ground.
I need to know what I need to do to protest this intrusion to my property.
please
send me all facts and meeting notes. I hope this encroachment is
dissolved
 
Helen Ward
916 337 8833
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I sent another one this morning because reading your e-mail it appears my new
computer omitted parts and added some that are not a part.
 .I also sent copy of the Letter dated May 18 2016 that I made referenced to in my
10/12/2026 letter. Let me know if I need to resend again with May 19 2016 attached

In a message dated 10/13/2026 7:22:17 AM Pacific Daylight Time,
PLANNING_ZHO@smcgov.org writes:
 

Good morning, Helen,

 

This is to confirm that I have received public comment submitted via email.

 

Thank you,

 

 

 

Maria Gonzalez

Administrative Secretary III

 

County of San Mateo

Planning & Building Department 

455 County Center 2nd Floor

Redwood City, CA 94063

www.smcgov.org/planning
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From: Helen <mogulstone@aol.com> 
Sent: Monday, October 12, 2026 9:37 PM
To: PLANNING_ZHO <planning_zho@smcgov.org>
Subject: Fwd: Tet Maria Gonzalez County File number PLN2026 - 00114 (Liu Q
anchu) 16 San Juan Avenue in Menlo Park

 

 

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of San Mateo County. Unless you
recognize the sender's email address and know the content is safe, do not click

links, open attachments or reply.

 

Tet Maria Gonzalez at planning_zho@smcgov.org

County File number PLN2026 - 00114 (Liu Q anchu)

Regarding my property at 16 San Juan Avenue in Menlo
Park

Extending added concerns not addressed in my letter Dated
May 18,2016

   Sent to: Randall Cohen Project Manager

                 Planning and Building Department

 1550ounty Center 2nd Floor  Redwood City, Ca. 94063

 

1, AN INVASION OF PRIVACY

These plans were drawn with windows overlooking into my
property.

They will be looking directly into my property from less than
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10 Feet. 

The view from their windows look directly  across onto my
living rooms

with 15 Feet of solid glass and Sliding Glass Doors. And
another 13 Feet 

of Solid Glass and Windows for the Dining Room and a
Bedroom. 

The Kitchen being the most intrusive. Obviously all family
members and guests will be using that area when family
members and or guests are talking and laughing during
warm weather with the windows and door open it will sound
as if they are in my yard. If their lights are on late or all night
it will cause light pollution that will end the peaceful
tranquility sitting in the moonlight listening to the frogs and
water running down the creek. 

That has been some of the  wonderful times everyone has
enjoyed.

 

Plan A or B would make the back side of my building totally
lose all privacy, Depending on the roof choice, the walls of
this building will be

12 Feet to 15 Feet tall.  Any place from my  property looking
toward the fence it will appear to be an intrusive
building against my fence.

 

In the last 50+ years, that I have owned this property. I
raised my family and moved to a smaller place, preserving
the family home by renting to qualified families. In all those
years myself and all tenants haven't had to cover any glass
windows or doors on the back side of  the building because
of the wonderful privacy it holds



 

 have that small frosted bathroom window in the upper
level facing my property. They also

had the kitchen facing the side yard for the same reason

 

2. LOSS OF VALUE

My property is now very desirable because of the amount of
privacy and serenity it offers.       

I believe financial and desirability value of my property will
be greatly devalued by this plan

I believe the price of offering to sell will be greatly reduced
because of of this addition..

I believe it will also lower my rental value and my ability for
new tenants acceptance 

I believe no one in this west Menlo/Atherton location wants
crowded housing.

 

3. QUESTION REASON

I question and believe there is no true reason that requires
THIS amount of remodel.

I never heard a neighbor complain of the floor plan for that
house since it was built 68

I am always cautious about this much major rebuild - ?

If they are allowed without my consent I am asking for the
cost of planting a row of trees 

in order to maintain some needed privacy

 



Respectfully,

 Helen Ward
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==========================================
Tet Maris Gonzalez
Please attach to my letter sent 10/12/2026 
==========================================
 
This is the 10/18/ 2016 letter referred to in my 10/12/2026 letter as to:
"Extending added concerns addressed in my letter Dated May 18 2016"
 
Randall Cohen Project Planner
Planning and building Department
455 County Center 2nd floor
Redwood City, Ca. 94025
 
 Sir,
My neighbor,  Eamon Dunphy has made me aware of our properties
being threatened of losing our privacy. Him, from his private pool, and
more.
The issue is illegal set backs of the project at 15 Patterson Avenue,
Menlo Park.
My property is 16 San Juan Avenue located behind said property.
I have not received any information about this project when in fact my
property will be the most affected. 15 Patterson already has a hot tub
building against the fence and 2 rental units on the property
I am not aware that rental units are allowed in our  area.  Now
speculating
she wants to build another unit to rent?  She is asking to put in a two
story
building looking down into my private yard and into my fifteen feet of
glass
window and sliding doors. It will be only 10 feet from my wood fence
and wooden
garage. Then another four feet from my garage to my wooden building. I

mailto:mogulstone@aol.com
mailto:PLANNING_ZHO@smcgov.org


am
concerned that if her over built property should have a fire it would take
no
time for it to burn my fence, garage, and home to the ground.
I need to know what I need to do to protest this intrusion to my property.
please
send me all facts and meeting notes. I hope this encroachment is
dissolved
 
Helen Ward
916 337 8833




