


Where Does the County Fit?

State

County Unincorporated
County Areas

Cities
Special Districts

Water & other utility
districts

Vector Control
Harbor Districts

Joint Power
Authorities

School
Districts

Tribal
Nations



The Geography

57.7 MILES 
OF COASTLINE



The Jurisdictions

20 CITIES
Menlo Park

Millbrae
Pacifica

Portola Valley
Redwood City 

San Bruno
San Carlos
San Mateo

South San Francisco
Woodside

Atherton
Belmont 
Brisbane

Burlingame
Colma 

Daly City 
East Palo Alto

Foster City
Half Moon Bay
Hillsborough



Major Unincorporated Areas

75% Open Space

64,500+ Residents

Broadmoor
Emerald Lake Hills

North Fair Oaks
La Honda
Pescadero



Where We Learn

183
PUBLIC SCHOOLS



White

Asian

Hispanic/Latino

Two or More
Races

Black

40%

31%

25%

12%

2%

744,000
PEOPLE

Who We Are



Prosperity

ONE OF THE 
WEALTHIEST

COUNTIES

$158,855 Median Household Income 
$1.56 Million Median Housing Value 

State’s Leading Biotech Hub



Wide Disparities Exist





County Government

Chief Responsibilities
SAFETY NET

PUBLIC SAFETY
MUNICIPAL SERVICES

24 Departments

7,000  Employees

$6.2 Billion
FY 2026-27 Budget



Elected Officials

Board of Supervisors 
(Five Members)

Assessor/County Clerk-Recorder/
Chief Elections Officer

Controller

Coroner

District Attorney

Sheriff

Tax Collector/Treasurer



Other Services

County Executive 
Officer

Health System

Agriculture, Weights & 
Measures

Fiscal Services

Human Resources

Information Services 
(Technology)

Sustainability Department

Housing



Health

Health

San Mateo Medical Center

Other Health Services

Behavioral Health & Recovery

228 bed hospital
11 clinics

 Long term care
Psychiatric services

In-home Care
Public Health

Correctional Health
Emergency Medical Services

Aging/Adult Services
Environmental Health

Mental Health Treatment
Substance Abuse Treatment



Other Health Services

Public Assistance

Safety Net
Services

Human Services Agency

Workforce
Development

Department of Housing

Department of Child
Support Services



Public Safety

Safety
Budget

Sheriff

Probation Department

Adminstration of Justice

Emergency Response

Coroner’s Office

Law Enforcement
Court Security
Operate Jails

Probation Supervision
Operate Juvenile Hall

District Attorney
Private Defenders

County Court Support

Public Safety/ Communications/
Fire Protection/ Dept. of Emergency 

Management

Investigate cause 
and manner of death



Serving the Unincorporated Areas

Parks

Communications &
Community Affairs

Public Works

Planning and Building

Sustainability Department

Municipal Services



Where Does the Money Come From?

$6.2 BILLION TOTAL FY 2026-27 BUDGET

Intergovernmental (state/federal)

Taxes: Property and Sales

Charges for Services

Investments, Permits, License, 
Other Revenue Sources

Unspent carry-over from prior year



Thank You!
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