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Meeting Summary
Immigrant Legal Resource Center Updates
Supreme Court Updates
· The Supreme Court issued three significant immigration rulings at the end of its term, with implications for birthright citizenship, Temporary Protected Status (TPS), and lawful permanent residents.
· 1) The Blanche v. Lau decision increases travel risks for some green card holders. When re-entering the U.S., individuals with pending criminal charges may face additional screening or be denied re-entry even if their case has not yet been resolved (via conviction, sentencing, etc). 
· Green card holders with pending charges or unresolved arrests should consult an immigration attorney before traveling internationally. ILRC plans to share additional guidance.
· 2) Since last January, as the administration moved to terminate Temporary Protected Status (TPS) designations for various countries, many courts across the country issued rulings that temporarily blocked or delayed some terminations from coming into effect. The Supreme Court's decision in Mullin v. Doe limits courts' ability to pursue this strategy. This means that the administration can move forward with additional terminations.
· However, while Mullin v. Doe limits one avenue for challenging TPS terminations, lawsuits based on other legal grounds remain active, and the outcome may still differ by TPS designation.
· It is important to consult a legal provider about specific options if/when an individual’s TPS expires. The status of TPS designations per country can be found on USCIS’ website here.
· 3) The administration's effort to end birthright citizenship has been found unconstitutional by every court that has considered it, including the Supreme Court. Birthright citizenship remains in place.
Proposed Rules and Other News
· Change to Employment Authorization Document (EAD) rules: If finalized, the rule would expand criminal-related bars, create additional circumstances where work authorization could automatically end, and increase discretionary review. The proposed change is open for public comment and is not yet in effect.
· Public Charge: Department of Homeland Security (DHS) is expected to rescind the 2022 public charge rule, which would change how immigration officials evaluate whether someone is likely to become a public charge.
· Editor's Note (7/21/2026): After the Forum, DHS did officially rescind this rule. ILRC has since published an explainer summarizing the changes and their implications. You can read it here.
· Important notice RE: Alexandra Lozano/La Luz de Camino Legal law firm --Former immigration attorney Alexandra Lozano's law license was revoked after allegations of widespread fraudulent immigration filings. More than 55,000 pending immigration petitions may be affected.
· Many affected individuals may still have valid immigration claims but now need legal assistance to determine how to move their cases forward. ILRC has published guidance for former Lozano clients, and you can view it here.
Welcoming Roundtable Discussion & Suggestions
· In preparation for Welcoming Week (September 10-19th 2026), the Forum held a collaborative discussion to help shape potential programming, with a focus on identifying trusted spaces and creating events that reflect the interests and needs of local communities.
· Libraries, parks, downtowns, cultural districts, farmers markets, schools, and community centers were identified as some of the most frequently visited community spaces and potential locations for Welcoming Week events. 
· Participants shared that welcoming environments are inclusive, multilingual, and culturally representative, and noted that events centered around food, music, culture, and neighborhood connection were among the experiences that most helped people feel connected to their communities. Examples included cultural celebrations, concerts, community festivals, and block parties. 
· Forum attendees are encouraged to continue sharing ideas for Welcoming Week events through Mentimeter at this link through the end of the month.

OCA Updates
· To reduce technical issues, future meetings will no longer require advance registration. Please help us keep the Immigrant Forum a trusted space by not widely sharing the meeting link. If you'd like to invite a new colleague to join, please email immigrantservices@smcgov.org so we can update our attendee list.

Agency Updates
· KARA invites you to a Spanish language grief group occurring Mondays from 6-7:30pm. Free and no registration required, contact maria@kara-grief.org for info.
· SMC Human Services Agency (HSA) Outreach Team shared that you can always see their calendar of upcoming events here. At any event, you can apply for benefits, check the status of your existing benefits, or learn about local resources.
· A list of Second Harvest food distributions across the county can be found here.

