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Dental Coverage Changes

Starting July 1, 2026, Medi-Cal will no longer cover regular dental services for some
adults, except emergencies. If you applied for Medi-Cal before January 1, 2026, you can
continue to use your full dental benefits until June 30, 2026.

This change applies if you:

o Recently gained Legal Permanent Resident status or Non-VAWA (Violence Against
Women Act) status
Note: some individuals are exempt from the five-year waiting period.

o Recently paroled into the US for less than one year

o Are currently enrolled in full scope Medi-Cal with a pending application for Asylum or
U-Visa, are in a Temporary Protected Status, or have a pending Special Immigrant
Juvenile Status.

Please note, if you are under age 26 and were in foster care on your 18th birthday
or you are currently pregnant or within one year from the end of your pregnancy,
your dental services will not change.

Important to know:

You can still get care for emergency dental needs, including:
Serious tooth pain
Infections
Tooth extractions

Please see these Frequently Asked Questions from the Department of Health Care
Services (DHCS) for more information.
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https://www.dhcs.ca.gov/services/Pages/Medi-Cal-Dental-Benefit-Changes-Frequently-Asked-Questions.aspx
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