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M a r c h  1 4 ,  2 0 2 3  

 

 

T o  w h o m  i t  m a y  c o n c e r n :  

 

I .  I n t r o d u c t i o n  A n d  S u m m a r y   

 

O n  b e h a l f  o f  M s .  T o n i  C u p a l  ( O w n e r ) ,  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  B i o l o g i c a l  S i t e  

A s s e s s m e n t  r e p o r t  ( R e p o r t )  i s  s u b m i t t e d  t o  s a t i s f y  a n  a d v i s o r y  f r o m  

t h e  S a n  M a t e o  C o u n t y  P l a n n i n g  a n d  B u i l d i n g  D e p a r t m e n t  

( D e p a r t m e n t )  t o  t h e  O w n e r  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  h e r  a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  t h r e e   

p e r m i t s *  r e l a t e d  t o  a  p r o p o s e d  P r o j e c t  ( P r o j e c t ) *  a t  H e a l i n g  

C u l t u r e s ,  I n c . ,  1 0 7 0 7  L a  H o n d a  R o a d ,  W o o d s i d e ,  C A  9 4 0 6 2  

( A s s e s s o r ’ s  P a r c e l  ( 0 7 8 - 1 9 0 - 2 1 0 )  ( S i t e ) .   

 

( *  =  1 )  R e s o u r c e  M a n a g e m e n t  P e r m i t ;  2 )  U s e  P e r m i t ;                   

a n d  3 )  G r a d i n g  P e r m i t )  

 

( S e e  b e l o w  f o r  a  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  P r o j e c t .  R e l a t e d  f i g u r e s  i n  

a p p e a r  i n  A p p e n d i x  A  a n d  p h o t o s  i n  A p p e n d i x  B ,  b e l o w . )  

 

T h e  P r o j e c t  o n  t h e  1 1 . 4 - a c r e  S i t e 1 i n v o l v e s  r e p l a c e m e n t  o f  t h e  

e x i s t i n g  d r i v e w a y  a n d  r e t a i n i n g  w a l l s ,  a n d  t h e  a d d i t i o n  o f  a  f i r e  

t r u c k  t u r n - a r o u n d  o n  t h e  l o w e r  a r e a  o f  t h e  d r i v e w a y  w h e r e  i t  e n d s  

o n  t h e  S i t e .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e r e  w i l l  b e  a  r e m o t e  p a r k i n g  a r e a ,  

 
1 See: Arborist Report — Evaluation and Request for Removal Permits for 19 Trees Located at 10707 La Honda 

Road, Woodside, CA, Paul McGuire, McGuire Tree Care, May 18, 2022 

 

DANIEL EDELSTEIN, CONSULTING BIOLOGIST 
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a p p r o x i m a t e l y  9 0 0 ’  t o  t h e  s o u t h w e s t ,  w i t h  a  n e w  n a t u r e  p a t h  

c o n n e c t i n g  i t  t o  t h e  b u i l d i n g  s i t e .  T h e  e x i s t i n g  h o u s e  w i l l  b e  r e -

u s e d ,  a n d  a  n e w  2 n d  f l o o r  w i l l  b e  a d d e d  a t o p  a n  e x i s t i n g  o n e - s t o r y  

g a r a g e  o n  t h e  S i t e .  

 

T h e  s c o p e  o f  t h e  a n a l y s i s  t h a t  f o l l o w s  p r o v i d e s  a n a l y s i s  o f  P r o j e c t  

d e t a i l s  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  a n s w e r s  t o  a s s e s s m e n t  q u e s t i o n s  

t h a t  f o r m  t h e  b a s i s  o f  t h i s  R e p o r t  a n d  a d d r e s s  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t ’ s  

g u i d e l i n e s  f o r  t h e  f o r m a t  r e q u i r e d  b y  i t 2:  

 

1 .  “ N o ,  t h e  p r o j e c t  w i l l  n o t  a d v e r s e l y  a f f e c t  r i p a r i a n  l a n d s ,  

w e t l a n d s ,  m a r s h e s ,  a n d  o t h e r  s i g n i f i c a n t ,  r a r e ,  s p e c i a l - s t a t u s  

w i l d l i f e  h a b i t a t s  a t  t h e  S i t e .   

 

S p e c i f i c  t o  t h e  p a r c e l ,  b o t h  a n  u n n a m e d  s l o u g h / c u l v e r t  w a t e r c o u r s e  

( C u l v e r t )  a n d  L a  H o n d a  C r e e k  s h o w n  i n  t h e  C o u n t y  o f  S a n  M a t e o  

P l a n n i n g  a n d  B u i l d i n g  M a p  V i e w e r 3 ( M a p  V i e w e r )  w e r e  a s s e s s e d  

d u r i n g  m y  F e b r u a r y  2 2 ,  2 0 2 3  S i t e  s u r v e y  ( S u r v e y )  ( S e e  P h o t o  6  i n  

A p p e n d i x  A . )  T h e  p r i m e  p u r p o s e  f o r  a s s e s s i n g  t h e  S i t e ’ s  t w o  

w a t e r c o u r s e s  i s  b e c a u s e  t h e i r  l o c a t i o n  i s  n e a r  a  P r o j e c t  e l e m e n t  

r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  e x p a n s i o n  o f  t h e  d r i v e w a y  t u r n a r o u n d  a r e a .  

 

I n  t u r n ,  d e t a i l s  b e l o w  d i s c u s s  h o w  t h e  C u l v e r t  t r a n s p o r t s  w a t e r  

r u n o f f  t h r o u g h  a  b l a c k  p i p e  a n d  c o r r i d o r  t h a t  d o e s  n o t  h o s t  

w e t l a n d / r i p a r i a n  v e g e t a t i o n  n o r  d o e s  i t s  t o p  o f  b a n k  a r e a  t h a t  i s  

n e a r  w h e r e  t h r e e  t r e e s  a r e  s c h e d u l e d  t o  b e  r e m o v e d  a s  p a r t  o f  t h e  

P r o j e c t .   

 

R e c o m m e n d e d  a v o i d a n c e  m e a s u r e s  a n d  B e s t  M a n a g e m e n t  P r a c t i c e s  

r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  r e m o v a l  o f  t h e  t h r e e  t r e e s  a r e  h i g h l i g h t e d  b e l o w  i n  

t h e  C o n c l u s i o n s  a n d  R e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  s e c t i o n .   

 

 
2 See: https://www.smcgov.org/planning/biological-impact 
3 See:  

https://gis.smcgov.org/Html5Viewer/Index.html?configBase=https://gis.smcgov.org/Geocortex/Essentials/REST/sit

es/publicplanning_sql/viewers/HTML52110/virtualdirectory/Resources/Config/Default 
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2 .  N o , ”  t h e  p r o j e c t  w i l l  n o t  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  r e d u c e  t h e  n u m b e r  o r  

r e s t r i c t  t h e  r a n g e  o f  a n y  r a r e ,  e n d a n g e r e d  o r  t h r e a t e n e d  p l a n t  a n d  

w i l d l i f e  s p e c i e s .  S i m i l a r l y ,  t h e  P r o j e c t  w i l l  n o t  r e s u l t  i n  a n y  

p o t e n t i a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  a d v e r s e  b i o l o g i c a l  i m p a c t s  t o  t h e  

e n v i r o n m e n t ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  p l a n t  a n d  w i l d l i f e  s p e c i e s  t h a t  o c c u r  a t  

t h e  S i t e  a n d  n e a r b y  i t 4.  

 

3 .  N o , ”  t h e  p r o j e c t  w i l l  n o t  c a u s e  a  f i s h  o r  w i l d l i f e  p o p u l a t i o n  t o  

d r o p  b e l o w  s e l f - s u s t a i n i n g  l e v e l s .   

 

S e c t i o n s  b e y o n d  t h i s  I n t r o d u c t i o n  e l a b o r a t e  o n  t h e  t h r e e  a b o v e  

c o n c l u s i o n s ,  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  n o t i n g  a v o i d a n c e  m e a s u r e s  t h e  O w n e r  

w i l l  i m p l e m e n t  t o  e n s u r e  n o  s i g n i f i c a n t  n e g a t i v e  i m p a c t s  w i l l  r e s u l t  

u p o n  t h e  S i t e ’ s  b i o l o g i c a l  a n d  w e t l a n d  r e s o u r c e s  a n d ,  t h u s ,  e n s u r e  

t h e  O w n e r  s a t i s f i e s  r e g u l a t o r y  m e a s u r e s  ( R e g u l a t o r y  M e a s u r e s ) .  T h e  

l a s t  s e c t i o n ,  b e l o w ,  C o n c l u s i o n s  a n d  R e c o m m e n d a t i o n s ,  l i s t s  

r e c o m m e n d e d  a v o i d a n c e  m e a s u r e s .   

 

I n  s p e c i f i c ,  R e g u l a t o r y  M e a s u r e s  a s s e s s e d  i n  t h i s  R e p o r t  a n a l y z e  

w h e t h e r  t h e  P r o j e c t  w o u l d  r e s u l t  i n  p o t e n t i a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  n e g a t i v e  

b i o l o g i c a l  i m p a c t s  p u r s u a n t  t o  t h e  C a l i f o r n i a  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  Q u a l i t y  

A c t  ( C E Q A ) .   
 
M y  a n a l y s i s  i n c l u d e d :   

( 1 )  a  r e v i e w  o f  t h e  v e g e t a t i o n  h a b i t a t ( s )  o n  t h e  S i t e , w i t h  f o c u s  u p o n  

t h e  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  r a r e ,  s p e c i a l - s t a t u s  p l a n t  a n d  w i l d l i f e  s p e c i e s  t o  

e x i s t  o n  t h e  p a r c e l .  

( 2 )  a  r e v i e w  o f  t h e  C a l i f o r n i a  N a t u r a l  D i v e r s i t y  D a t a  B a s e  ( C N D D B ) 5 

t o  d e t e r m i n e  i f  a n y  p o p u l a t i o n s  o f  e n d a n g e r e d ,  t h r e a t e n e d ,  o r  r a r e  

s p e c i e s  h a v e  o c c u r r e d  h i s t o r i c a l l y  o r  a r e  c u r r e n t l y  k n o w n  t o  e x i s t  i n  

t h e  S i t e ’ s  v i c i n i t y .  

( A s  b a c k g r o u n d ,  t h e  C N D D B  i s  o r g a n i z e d  i n t o  m a p  a r e a s  b a s e d  o n  7 . 5 -

m i n u t e  t o p o g r a p h i c  m a p s  p r o d u c e d  b y  t h e  U S  G e o l o g i c a l  S u r v e y .  A l l  

 
4 California Natural Diversity Database (CNDDB) search occurred on February 21, 2023 within the United States 

Geological Survey (USGS) 7.5-minute La Honda quadrangle and surrounding area. 
5 California Natural Diversity Database (CNDDB) search occurred on February 21, 2023 within the United States 

Geological Survey (USGS) 7.5 minute La Honda quadrangle and surrounding area. 
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k n o w n  o b s e r v a t i o n s  o f  r a r e ,  s p e c i a l - s t a t u s  s p e c i e s  a n d  r a r e ,  

s e n s i t i v e  h a b i t a t  c o m m u n i t i e s  a r e  m a p p e d  o n  t h e  q u a d r a n g l e  m a p s .  

T h e  d a t a b a s e  f e a t u r e s  i n f o r m a t i o n  f o r  e a c h  s p e c i e s ’  r e p o r t e d  

o c c u r r e n c e ,  i n c l u d i n g  s p e c i f i c  l o c a t i o n  o f  a n  i n d i v i d u a l  p l a n t  o r  

w i l d l i f e  s i g h t i n g  o r  r a r e ,  s e n s i t i v e  h a b i t a t .   

 

T h e  S i t e  i s  w i t h i n  t h e  L a  H o n d a  7 . 5 - m i n u t e  q u a d r a n g l e .  A  s e a r c h  o f  

t h e  C N D D B  f o r  r e c o r d s  o f  o c c u r r e n c e  o f  s p e c i a l  s t a t u s  a n i m a l s  a n d  

p l a n t s  a n d  n a t u r a l  c o m m u n i t i e s  w i t h i n  t h i s  q u a d r a n g l e  a n d  

s u r r o u n d i n g  a r e a s  l i s t e d  a  v a r i e t y  o f  r a r e ,  s p e c i a l - s t a t u s  s p e c i e s  

p r e s e n t  n e a r  t h e  S i t e ,  b u t  n o n e  w e r e  r e p o r t e d  t o  o c c u r  o n  t h e  p a r c e l .  

S e e  b e l o w  w i t h i n  t h e  E x i s t i n g  S e t t i n g  a n d  B i o l o g i c a l  C o n d i t i o n s  a t  

t h e  S i t e  s e c t i o n  f o r  m o r e  d e t a i l s  a b o u t  i t s  p o t e n t i a l  t o  h o s t  r a r e ,  

s p e c i a l - s t a t u s  p l a n t  a n d  w i l d l i f e  s p e c i e s .  

 

( 3 )  d e t a i l s  i n  t h e  b e l o w  C o n c l u s i o n s  a n d  R e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  a s  t o  

w h e t h e r  t h e  p r o p o s e d  P r o j e c t  h a s  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  t o  r e s u l t  i n  n e g a t i v e  

i m p a c t s  t o  s e n s i t i v e  h a b i t a t s  o r  t o  r a r e ,  s p e c i a l - s t a t u s  s p e c i e s .   

 

N o t e  m y  b i o l o g i c a l  s u r v e y  e x p e r i e n c e  f o r  m o r e  t h a n  t w e n t y  y e a r s  a s  

a  C o n s u l t i n g  B i o l o g i s t  h a s  i n c l u d e d  f i e l d  s u r v e y  a s s e s s m e n t s  a m o n g  

t h e  n i n e  S a n  F r a n c i s c o  B a y  A r e a  c o u n t i e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  s e v e r a l  i n  t h e  

p a s t  w i t h i n  S a n  M a t e o  C o u n t y ,  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  p r e p a r i n g  d i v e r s e  

r e g u l a t o r y  c o m p l i a n c e  r e p o r t s ,  i n c l u d i n g  B i o l o g i c a l  A s s e s s m e n t s ,  

I n i t i a l  S t u d i e s ,  M i t i g a t e d  N e g a t i v e  D e c l a r a t i o n s ,  e t c .   

 

2 .  P r o p o s e d  P r o j e c t  A c t i o n  D e s c r i p t i o n  

 

T h e  P r o j e c t  s e e k s  t o  a )  m o d i f y  a n d  w i d e n  a n  e x i s t i n g  d r i v e w a y  t o  

a c c o m m o d a t e  e m e r g e n c y  v e h i c l e  a c c e s s ;  b )  m o d i f y  a n d  e x p a n d  a  

t u r n - a b o u t  a t  t h e  s o u t h e r n  e n d p o i n t  o f  t h e  d r i v e w a y ;  c )  a d d  a  s e c o n d  

f l o o r  t o  a n  e x i s t i n g  o n e - s t o r y  g a r a g e ;  a n d  d )  r e m o v e  1 9  t r e e s  t o  

a c c o m m o d a t e  t h e  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  # a - # c ,  a b o v e .   
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3 .  E x i s t i n g  S e t t i n g  a n d  B i o l o g i c a l  C o n d i t i o n s  a t  t h e  S i t e  

 

3 . 1  S i t e  

 

S i t u a t e d  i n  a  r u r a l ,  s e c l u d e d  p o r t i o n  o f  W o o d s i d e ,  C a l i f o r n i a ,  t h e  

S i t e  i s  a l r e a d y  d e v e l o p e d  a n d  h o s t s  s e v e r a l  s t r u c t u r e s  t h a t  s e r v e  a s  

a  c l a s s r o o m ,  k i t c h e n ,  o f f i c e  s p a c e ,  a n d  m a i n t e n a n c e / g a r a g e  

f a c i l i t i e s .   

 

 

T h e  S i t e  i s  n o t  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  C a l i f o r n i a  C o a s t a l  Z o n e  b e c a u s e  i t  i s  

t o o  f a r  i n l a n d  ( e a s t  o f  t h e  P a c i f i c  O c e a n  c o a s t l i n e ) 6.  

 

T h e  S i t e  i s  s u r r o u n d e d  o n  a l l  s i d e s  b y  f o r e s t e d ,  p r i v a t e  p a r c e l s  o f  

v a r y i n g  s i z e s ,  s o m e  o f  w h i c h  h o s t  r e s i d e n c e  a n d  o t h e r s  t h a t  r e m a i n  

u n d e v e l o p e d .   

 

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  M a p  V i e w e r  f o r  t h e  S i t e 7,  L a  H o n d a  C r e e k  f l o w s  

w e s t  t o w a r d  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  o f  L a  H o n d a  a n d ,  a f t e r w a r d ,  t o w a r d  t h e  

P a c i f i c  O c e a n .  D u r i n g  t h e  S u r v e y ,  L a  H o n d a  C r e e k  h o s t e d  a  r o b u s t  

f l o w  o f  w a t e r  t h a t  r a n g e d  f r o m  s i x  i n c h e s  t o  t w o - f e e t  d e e p  a t  

d i f f e r e n t  s t r e t c h e s  w h e r e  i t  o c c u r s  o n  t h e  S i t e .  S e e  b e l o w  f o r  

f u r t h e r  d e t a i l s  r e l a t e d  t o  L a  H o n d a  C r e e k  a n d  t h e  g u l c h  t h a t  f l o w s  

i n t o  i t  ( S e e  P h o t o  6 ,  b e l o w . )  

 

3 . 2  V e g e t a t i o n   

 

A  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  v e g e t a t i o n  h a b i t a t  a n d  p l a n t  s p e c i e s  o n  t h e  S i t e  

a p p e a r s  b e l o w  i n  t h e  S u r v e y  R e s u l t s  a n d  A n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  P r o j e c t ’ s  

P o t e n t i a l  N e g a t i v e  I m p a c t s  U p o n  S p e c i a l - s t a t u s  P l a n t  a n d  W i l d l i f e  

S p e c i e s .  

 

T h e  S i t e ’ s  v e g e t a t i o n  c o m m u n i t i e s  a n d  h a b i t a t s  w e r e  

a s s e s s e d  v i a  t h e  a f o r e m e n t i o n e d  S u r v e y  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e                                       

L i s t  o f  V e g e t a t i o n  A l l i a n c e s  a n d  A s s o c i a t i o n s  ( o r  N a t u r a l  

 
6 See: https://databasin.org/datasets/ece6ae2d026b43959cfa11cceb2c07ac/ 
7 See: 

https://gis.smcgov.org/Html5Viewer/Index.html?configBase=https://gis.smcgov.org/Geocortex/Essentials/REST/sit

es/publicplanning_sql/viewers/HTML52110/virtualdirectory/Resources/Config/Default 
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C o m m u n i t i e s  L i s t )  ( C a l i f o r n i a  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  F i s h  a n d  

W i l d l i f e  ( C D F W )  2 0 1 0 )  ( L i s t ) .  

 

T h i s  L i s t  i s  b a s e d  o n  A  M a n u a l  o f  C a l i f o r n i a  V e g e t a t i o n ,  

S e c o n d  E d i t i o n  ( S a w y e r  e t  a l  2 0 0 9 ) ,  w h i c h  i s  t h e  N a t i o n a l  

V e g e t a t i o n  C l a s s i f i c a t i o n  a p p l i e d  t o  C a l i f o r n i a .   

 

A s  f o r  t h e  S i t e ’ s  v e g e t a t i o n ,  c u l t i v a t e d ,  n o n - n a t i v e  p l a n t  

s p e c i e s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  p a r c e l ’ s  d e v e l o p e d  p o r t i o n s  

( e . g . ,  b u i l d i n g  a n d  d r i v e w a y / e n t r a n c e / p a r k i n g  a r e a s )  

a d j a c e n t  t o  t h r e e  n a t u r a l  v e g e t a t i o n  c o m m u n i t i e s  a c c o r d i n g  

t o  t h e  a f o r e m e n t i o n e d  A  M a n u a l  o f  C a l i f o r n i a  V e g e t a t i o n :  a )  

u p l a n d ,  N o n - n a t i v e  G r a s s l a n d ;  2  C o a s t  L i v e  O a k - C a l i f o r n i a  

B a y ;  a n d  b )  C o a s t a l  R e d w o o d  F o r e s t  —  w i t h  t h e  l a t t e r  

h a b i t a t  a d j a c e n t  t o  L a  H o n d a  C r e e k  t h a t  p a r t i a l l y  f l o w s  i n t o  

t w o  d i f f e r e n t  p o r t i o n s  o f  t h e  S i t e 8.  

 

A  l i s t  o f  t h e  S i t e ’ s  v e g e t a t i o n  o b s e r v e d  d u r i n g  t h e  S u r v e y  

a p p e a r s  i n  A p p e n d i x  D ,  b e l o w .   

 

N o n e  o f  t h e m  a r e  d e s i g n a t e d  r a r e ,  s p e c i a l - s t a t u s  p l a n t  

s p e c i e s  b a s e d  o n  t h e  a b o v e  b o t a n i c a l  r e s o u r c e s  a n d  a  q u e r y  

o f  b o t h  t h e  C a l i f o r n i a  N a t u r a l  D i v e r s i t y  D a t a b a s e  ( C N D D B )  

a n d  C a l i f o r n i a  N a t i v e  P l a n t  S o c i e t y  ( S o c i e t y )  d a t a b a s e  f o r  

t h e  S i t e ’ s  l o c a t i o n  w i t h i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  G e o l o g i c a l  

S u r v e y  ( U S G S )  7 . 5 - m i n u t e  L a  H o n d a  q u a d r a n g l e 9.  N o  

s u i t a b l e  h a b i t a t  o c c u r s  o n  t h e  S i t e  t o  p o t e n t i a l l y  h o s t  o n e  o r  

m o r e  o f  t h e  1 4  r a r e ,  s p e c i a l - s t a t u s  p l a n t  s p e c i e s  l i s t e d  b y  

t h e  S o c i e t y  w i t h i n  t h e  L a  H o n d a  q u a d r a n g l e  a n d  a l l  i t s  

s u r r o u n d i n g  U S G S  7 . 5 - m i n u t e  q u a d r a n g l e s .  

 

 

 

 
8 Holland, Robert F. 1986. Preliminary Descriptions of the Terrestrial Natural Communities of California, 

California Dept. of Fish and Game, Sacramento, CA 
9 See: California Native Plant Society, 

https://rareplants.cnps.org/Search/result?frm=T&ccl=SMT&sl=1&quad=3712233:&elev=:m:o 
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3 . 3  W i l d l i f e  

 

T h e  S i t e ’ s  h a b i t a t  c o n d i t i o n s  m e n t i o n e d  s u p p o r t  d i v e r s e  

w i l d l i f e  s p e c i e s ,  p r i m a r i l y  c o m m o n  s p e c i e s  o c c u r r i n g  i n  

b o t h  n a t u r a l ,  u n d e v e l o p e d  f o r e s t e d  a r e a s  o f  S a n  M a t e o  

C o u n t y  a n d  c u l t i v a t e d / d i s t u r b e d  f o r e s t e d  a r e a s  a d j a c e n t  t o  

d e v e l o p e d  r e s i d e n c e s  s u c h  a s  t h e  S i t e ’ s  s e t t i n g .  

 

T h e  S i t e ’ s  h a b i t a t s  p r o v i d e  s h e l t e r i n g ,  r o o s t i n g ,  f o r a g i n g ,  

a n d  n e s t i n g  s i t e s  f o r  d i v e r s e  s p e c i e s  b i r d s ,  m a m m a l s ,  

r e p t i l e s ,  a n d  a m p h i b i a n s .  M a t u r e  C o a s t  L i v e  O a k ,  C o a s t a l  

R e d w o o d ,  a n d  C a l i f o r n i a  B a y  t r e e s  h o s t  b o t h  f o r a g i n g  a n d  

n e s t i n g  b i r d  s p e c i e s .  T h e s e  s a m e  t r e e s  a l s o  s e r v e  a s  o v e r -

w i n t e r i n g  a n d  m a t e r n a l  b r e e d i n g  c o l o n i e s  f o r  b a t  s p e c i e s .  

 

S e v e r a l  c o m m o n  w i l d l i f e  s p e c i e s  w e r e  d e t e c t e d  d u r i n g  t h e  

S u r v e y  a n d  a p p e a r  i n  t h e  A p p e n d i x  D  l i s t ,  b e l o w .  

 

3 . 4  W e t l a n d s ,  I n c l u d i n g  A  C u l v e r t  A n d  L a  H o n d a  C r e e k   

 

T h e  S i t e  h o s t s  a  C u l v e r t  t h a t  d o e s  n o t  c o n t a i n  w a t e r  b e c a u s e  a  l a r g e -

d i a m e t e r ,  b l a c k  p i p e  c a r r i e s  a b o v e  r u n o f f  w a t e r  d o w n w a r d  t o w a r d  L a  

H o n d a  C r e e k  ( S e e  A p p e n d i x  A ,  P h o t o  6 ) .  

 

N o t e  t h e  C u l v e r t  a n d  i t s  t o p  o f  b a n k  d o  n o t  h o s t  a n y  

w e t l a n d / r i p a r i a n  p l a n t  s p e c i e s .  

 

B e y o n d  L a  H o n d a  C r e e k  t h a t  o c c u r s  o n  t h e  S i t e  i n  t w o  s e p a r a t e  

p o r t i o n s  w h e r e  i t  c r o s s e s  w i t h i n  t h e  p a r c e l ’ s  b o u n d a r i e s ,  n o  o t h e r  

w e t l a n d  r e s o u r c e s  o c c u r  o n  t h e  p a r c e l .  

 

S e e  b e l o w  f o r  a  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  p l a n t  s p e c i e s  o b s e r v e d  d u r i n g  t h e  

S u r v e y  a n d  A p p e n d i x  D .  

 

B a s e d  o n  t h e  a b o v e  i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  o t h e r  d e t a i l s  t h a t  f o l l o w ,  t h e  

C o n c l u s i o n s  a n d  R e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  s e c t i o n  a d v i s e s  r e g u l a t o r y  

c o m p l i a n c e  a v o i d a n c e  m e a s u r e s  ( A v o i d a n c e  M e a s u r e s )  t h a t  t h e  
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O w n e r  s h o u l d  i m p l e m e n t  t o  s a t i s f y  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t ’ s  s e t b a c k  b u f f e r  

z o n e  m i n i m u m  r e q u i r e m e n t s ,  g i v e n  t h e  P r o j e c t  i n c l u d e s  r e m o v a l  o f  

o n e  t r e e  ( T r e e  # 1 1 )  c l o s e r  t h a n  2 5  f e e t  t o  t h e  g u l c h ’ s  t o p  o f  b a n k  

h a b i t a t 10 11.   

 

N o  h y d r i c  o r  w e t l a n d  s o i l s  a r e  p r e s e n t  w h e r e  t h e  P r o j e c t  a c t i v i t i e s  

n o t e d  a b o v e  a r e  p r o p o s e d  t o  o c c u r 12.  

 

3 . 5  R a r e ,  S e n s i t i v e  H a b i t a t s   

 

N o t e  t h e  S u r v e y  i n c l u d e d  a s s e s s i n g  t h e  S i t e  f o r  t h e  

p r e v i o u s l y  m e n t i o n e d  w e t l a n d  r e s o u r c e s  a n d  o t h e r  “ w a t e r s  

o f  t h e  U . S . ”  p o t e n t i a l l y  s u b j e c t  t o  f e d e r a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

u n d e r  t h e  C l e a n  W a t e r  A c t  o r  s t a t e  o r  l o c a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

u n d e r  t h e  P o r t e r - C o l o g n e  W a t e r  Q u a l i t y  C o n t r o l  A c t .  T h e  

r e v i e w  i n c l u d e d  a n  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  e x i s t i n g  l a n d f o r m s ,  

v e g e t a t i o n ,  h y d r o l o g y ,  a n d  s o i l  c o n d i t i o n s  t h a t  a r e  

c o n d i t i o n s  t h a t  m a y  q u a l i f y  t h e m  a s  s e n s i t i v e  h a b i t a t s  

a c c o r d i n g  t o  C D F W .   

 

B a s e d  o n  t h e  S u r v e y  t h a t  i n c l u d e d  c o n s u l t i n g  a  C N D D B  

r e p o r t  f o r  t h e  S i t e  b e f o r e  i t  o c c u r r e d ,  n o  r a r e ,  s e n s i t i v e  

h a b i t a t  e x i s t s  a t  t h e  S i t e .   

 

N o n e t h e l e s s ,  t h e  a f o r e m e n t i o n e d  C u l v e r t  a n d  L a  H o n d a  

C r e e k  a r e  r e g u l a t e d  b y  t h e  C o r p s  o f  E n g i n e e r s  a s  a  w a t e r  o f  

t h e  U . S .  u n d e r  S e c t i o n  4 0 4  o f  t h e  C l e a n  W a t e r  A c t  o r  b y  t h e  

S F B R W Q C B  a s  a  w a t e r  o f  t h e  s t a t e  o f  C a l i f o r n i a  u n d e r  t h e  

P o r t e r - C o l o g n e  A c t .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  b o t h  t h e  C u l v e r t  a n d  L a  

H o n d a  C r e e k  a r e  l i k e l y  s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  j u r i s d i c t i o n  o f  t h e  

C D F W  p u r s u a n t  t o  i t s  S e c t i o n  1 6 0 2  r e g u l a t i o n s .  

 
10 S e e :  h t t p s : / / w w w . s m c g o v . o r g / m e d i a / 1 0 1 4 6 1 / d o w n l o a d ? i n l i n e =  

11 See: https://www.woodsidetown.org/sites/default/files/fileattachments/planning/page/4191/2017-589_-

_chapter_153_-_zoning.pdf 
12 See: http://websoilsurvey.sc.egov.usda.gov/App/WebSoilSurvey.aspx 
 

https://www.smcgov.org/media/101461/download?inline
https://www.woodsidetown.org/sites/default/files/fileattachments/planning/page/4191/2017-589_-_chapter_153_-_zoning.pdf
https://www.woodsidetown.org/sites/default/files/fileattachments/planning/page/4191/2017-589_-_chapter_153_-_zoning.pdf


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 0  

 

3 . 6  R a r e ,  S p e c i a l - s t a t u s  S p e c i e s   

 

F o r  t h e  S u r v e y ,  I  p r e p a r e d  f o r  a s s e s s i n g  t h e  S i t e ’ s  p o t e n t i a l  t o  h o s t  

r a r e ,  s p e c i a l - s t a t u s  s p e c i e s  b y  c o n s u l t i n g  t h e  m o s t  c u r r e n t  C N D D B  

l i s t  o f  r a r e ,  s p e c i a l - s t a t u s  s p e c i e s  t h a t  o c c u r  i n  t h e  W o o d s i d e  r e g i o n  

w i t h i n  w h i c h  t h e  S i t e  o c c u r s 13.   

 

A s  b a c k g r o u n d ,  t h e  C N D D B  i s  o r g a n i z e d  i n t o  m a p  a r e a s  b a s e d  o n  7 . 5 -

m i n u t e  t o p o g r a p h i c  m a p s  p r o d u c e d  b y  t h e  U S  G e o l o g i c a l  S u r v e y .  A l l  

k n o w n  o c c u r r e n c e s  o f  s e n s i t i v e  s p e c i e s  a n d  i m p o r t a n t  n a t u r a l  

c o m m u n i t i e s  a r e  m a p p e d  o n  t h e  q u a d r a n g l e  m a p s .  T h e  d a t a b a s e  g i v e s  

f u r t h e r  d e t a i l e d  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  e a c h  o c c u r r e n c e ,  i n c l u d i n g  s p e c i f i c  

l o c a t i o n  o f  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l ,  p o p u l a t i o n ,  o r  h a b i t a t  ( i f  p o s s i b l e )  a n d  

t h e  p r e s u m e d  c u r r e n t  s t a t e  o f  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  o r  h a b i t a t .  T h e  p r o j e c t  

s i t e  i s  l o c a t e d  o n  t h e  L a  H o n d a  7 . 5 - m i n u t e  q u a d r a n g l e .  A  s e a r c h  o f  

t h e  C N D D B  f o r  r e c o r d s  o f  o c c u r r e n c e  o f  r a r e ,  s p e c i a l - s t a t u s  w i l d l i f e  

a n d  p l a n t s  a n d  n a t u r a l  c o m m u n i t i e s  w i t h i n  t h i s  q u a d r a n g l e  a n d  

s u r r o u n d i n g  a r e a s  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  a  n u m b e r  o f  r a r e ,  s p e c i a l - s t a t u s  

s p e c i e s  h a v e  o c c u r r e d  i n  t h e  p r o j e c t  v i c i n i t y .   

 

R a r e ,  S p e c i a l - s t a t u s  P l a n t  S p e c i e s  a t  t h e  S i t e .  R e g a r d i n g  

a s s e s s m e n t  o f  r a r e ,  s t a t u s - p l a n t  s p e c i e s  a t  t h e  S i t e ,  o n e s  I  

e v a l u a t e d  f o r  t h e i r  a b s e n c e  o r  p r e s e n c e  a t  t h e  S i t e  i n c l u d e s :  

a )  s p e c i e s  t h a t  a r e  l i s t e d  o r  p r o p o s e d  f o r  l i s t i n g  a s  

t h r e a t e n e d  o r  e n d a n g e r e d  u n d e r  t h e  f e d e r a l  E n d a n g e r e d  

S p e c i e s  A c t ;  ( b )  s p e c i e s  t h a t  a r e  l i s t e d ,  o r  p r o p o s e d  f o r  

l i s t i n g  b y  t h e  s t a t e  o f  C a l i f o r n i a  a s  t h r e a t e n e d  o r  

e n d a n g e r e d  u n d e r  t h e  C a l i f o r n i a  E n d a n g e r e d  S p e c i e s  A c t ;  

( c )  p l a n t s  c o n s i d e r e d  b y  t h e  C a l i f o r n i a  N a t i v e  P l a n t  S o c i e t y  

( C N P S )  t o  b e  r a r e ,  t h r e a t e n e d ,  o r  e n d a n g e r e d  i n  C a l i f o r n i a  

a n d  e l s e w h e r e ;  a n d  ( i v )  p l a n t  s p e c i e s  t h a t  m e e t  t h e  d e f i n i t i o n  

o f  r a r e  o r  e n d a n g e r e d  u n d e r  CEQA. 

 

 
13 California Natural Diversity Database (CNDDB) search occurred on February 21, 2023 within the United States 

Geological Survey (USGS) 7.5 minute La Honda quadrangle and surrounding area 
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A  l i s t  o f  s p e c i a l  s t a t u s  p l a n t s  w i t h  p o t e n t i a l  t o  o c c u r  o n  t h e  

p r o p e r t y  w a s  d e v e l o p e d  f r o m  t h e  C D F W ’ s  C a l i f o r n i a  N a t u r a l  

D i v e r s i t y  D a t a  B a s e .  A  c o m p l e t e  l i s t  o f  s p e c i a l  s t a t u s  p l a n t  

s p e c i e s  o c c u r r i n g  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  t h e  p r o p e r t y  i s  i n c l u d e d  

i n  T a b l e  1 .  T h e  A p p e n d i x  C  t a b l e ,  b e l o w ,  i n c l u d e s  a l l  

s p e c i e s  m e n t i o n e d  i n  t h e  C N D D B  w i t h i n  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  f i v e  

m i l e s  o f  t h e  s i t e .  T h e  t a b l e  i n c l u d e s  a n  e v a l u a t i o n  o f  t h e  

p o t e n t i a l  f o r  r a r e ,  s e n s i t i v e  p l a n t  s p e c i e s  t o  o c c u r  a t  t h e  

S i t e .  N o n e  o f  t h e  o n e s  p r e s e n t  o n  t h e  A p p e n d i x  C  l i s t  b e l o w  

a r e  j u d g e d  t o  h a v e  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  o c c u r r e n c e  a t  t h e  S i t e .  

 

G i v e n  t h e  C N D D B  r e s u l t  a n d  b a s e d  o n  t h e  h a b i t a t  c o n d i t i o n s  a t  t h e  

S i t e ,  s p e c i e s  w i t h  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  o c c u r r e n c e  i n  t h e  A p p e n d i x  C  l i s t  a r e  

t h e  S a n  F r a n c i s c o  D u s k y - f o o t e d  W o o d r a t  ( N e o t o m a  f u s c i p e s  

a n n e c t e n s ) ,  C a l i f o r n i a  R e d - l e g g e d  F r o g  ( R a n a  d r a y t o n i i ) ,  a n d  

F o o t h i l l  Y e l l o w - l e g g e d  F r o g  ( R a n a  b o y l i i ) .  A s s e s s m e n t *  f o r  t h e  

a b o v e  t h r e e  s e n s i t i v e  w i l d l i f e  s p e c i e s  a n d  t h e i r  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  

o c c u r r e n c e  a t  t h e  S i t e  a r e  n o t e d  b e l o w .  ( *  =  N o n e  o f  t h e  t h r e e  

s p e c i e s  i s  l i k e l y  t o  b e  n e g a t i v e l y  i m p a c t e d  b y  t h e  P r o j e c t ,  g i v e n  

t h e s e  s p e c i e s  w e r e  n o t  n o t e d  d u r i n g  t h e  S u r v e y  u p o n  t h e  S i t e  a n d  i t s  

h a b i t a t  i s  n o t  s u i t a b l e  f o r  s u c c e s s f u l  b r e e d i n g  b y  t h e  t w o  f r o g  

s p e c i e s . )  

 

R a r e ,  S p e c i a l - s t a t u s  W i l d l i f e  a t  t h e  S i t e  

 

S a n  F r a n c i s c o  D u s k y - f o o t e d  W o o d r a t .  D e s i g n a t e d  a  

C a l i f o r n i a  S p e c i e s  o f  S p e c i a l  C o n c e r n  b y  t h e  C D F W ,  t h e  

S a n  F r a n c i s c o  D u s k y - f o o t e d  W o o d r a t  i s  o n e  o f  e l e v e n  

s u b s p e c i e s  ( o r  r a c e s )  o f  t h e  D u s k y - f o o t e d  W o o d r a t .  A s  a  

s p e c i e s ,  i t  o c c u r s  i n  d i v e r s e  h a b i t a t s  w i t h i n  S a n  F r a n c i s c o  

B a y  c o u n t i e s  s o u t h  t h r o u g h  t h e  S a n t a  C r u z  M o u n t a i n s  t o  

E l k h o r n  S l o u g h  a n d  i n l a n d  t o  t h e  M o u n t  D i a b l o  a r e a .  T h e  

s p e c i e s  i s  m o s t  a b u n d a n t  i n  r i p a r i a n ,  o a k  w o o d l a n d ,  a n d  

s c r u b  h a b i t a t s .  I t  u s u a l l y  e m p l o y s  s t i c k s  a n d  b r a n c h e s  t o  

c o n s t r u c t  c o n i c a l - s h a p e d  n e s t s  e i t h e r  o n  t h e  g r o u n d  o r  i n  

t r e e  b r a n c h e s ,  o f t e n  p l a c e d  i n  l o w l a n d  a r e a s  s u c h  a s  t h e  

S i t e ’ s  C u l v e r  a r e a  a n d  a l o n g  L a  H o n d a  C r e e k .  T h e  n e s t s  a r e  

u s e d  f o r  r e a r i n g  n e w b o r n s  a n d  s h e l t e r i n g ,  a m o n g  o t h e r  u s e s .  
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H o w e v e r ,  d u r i n g  t h e  S u r v e y  n o  D u s k y - f o o t e d  W o o d r a t  n e s t s  

o r  i n d i v i d u a l s  w e r e  s e e n .  A s  a  r e s u l t ,  n o  a d d i t i o n a l  p r e -

c o n s t r u c t i o n  s u r v e y  f o r  t h i s  m a m m a l  s p e c i e s  i s  a d v i s e d .  

 

C a l i f o r n i a  R e d - l e g g e d  F r o g .  P r i m a r i l y  o c c u r r i n g  i n  n a t u r a l  

a q u a t i c  h a b i t a t s  —  p o n d s ,  l a k e s ,  m a r s h e s ,  p l a c i d  y e a r -

r o u n d / p e r e n n i a l  w a t e r c o u r s e s ,  a n d  o t h e r  p e r m a n e n t  s o u r c e s  

o f  w a t e r  —   a n d  h u m a n - m a d e  r e s e r v o i r s ,  s t o c k  p o n d - l i k e  

s e t t i n g s  ( e . g . ,  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p o n d s )  u p o n  d e v e l o p e d  p a r c e l s ,  

t h i s  f e d e r a l l y  e n d a n g e r e d  a m p h i b i a n  i s  t h e  l a r g e s t  n a t i v e  

f r o g  i n  t h e  w e s t e r n  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .   

 

A d u l t  f e m a l e s  a r e  l a r g e r  t h a n  m a l e s  a t  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  5 . 4  

i n c h e s  i n  l e n g t h .  M a l e s  r e a c h  4 . 5  i n c h e s .  T h i s  f e d e r a l l y  

t h r e a t e n e d  s p e c i e s  t h r i v e s  b e s t  w h e r e  y e a r - r o u n d ,  p e r m a n e n t  

w a t e r  h a b i t a t  o c c u r s .  C r u c i a l  t o  i t s  p r e s e n c e  o r  a b s e n c e  i s  

i t s  n e e d  f o r  s h o r e l i n e s  w i t h  e x t e n s i v e  v e g e t a t i o n  a l o n g  w i t h  

s t a n d i n g  w a t e r  d u r i n g  i t s  p r i m e  b r e e d i n g  s p e c t r u m  f r o m  

J a n u a r y  t h r o u g h  J u l y  i n  n o r t h e r n  C a l i f o r n i a  s u c h  a s  w h e r e  

t h e  S i t e  r e s i d e s .   

 

M o r e  s p e c i f i c ,  t h i s  f o u r -  t o  s i x - i n c h  f r o g ,  r e q u i r e s  1 1 - 2 0  

w e e k s  o f  p e r m a n e n t  w a t e r  f o r  l a r v a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  

r e q u i r e s  a c c e s s  t o  a e s t i v a t i o n  h a b i t a t  ( i . e . ,  s u m m e r  h a b i t a t  

a f t e r  i t  h a s  c o m p l e t e d  i t s  b r e e d i n g  c y c l e ) 14.  

 

B a s e d  o n  t h e  S i t e ’ s  c o n d i t i o n s ,  t h e  C a l i f o r n i a  R e d - l e g g e d  

F r o g  i s  u n l i k e l y  t o  o c c u r  o n  t h e  S i t e  d u r i n g  t h e  b r e e d i n g  

s e a s o n  o r  a s  a  d i s p e r s a l  c o r r i d o r  f o r  a d u l t s  t h a t  w a n d e r  o n t o  

t h e  p a r c e l  f r o m  a d j a c e n t  h a b i t a t ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  L a  H o n d a  

C r e e k  c o r r i d o r .   

 

I t s  l o w  t o  n o  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  o c c u r r e n c e  o n  t h e  S i t e  w i t h i n  i t s  

C u l v e r  o r  L a  H o n d a  C r e e k  i s  d u e  t o  t h e  a b s e n c e  o f  w a t e r  i n  

t h e  C u l v e r  a n d  b e c a u s e  t h e  f a s t - f l o w i n g  L a  H o n d a  C r e e k  

( w h e n  w a t e r  i s  p r e s e n t ,  s u c h  a s  d u r i n g  w i n t e r )  d o e s  n o t  

 
14 See: https://www.fws.gov/species/california-red-legged-frog-rana-draytonii 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 3  

o f f e r  t h e  p l a c i d  p o n d - l i k e  s e t t i n g  C a l i f o r n i a  R e d - l e g g e d  

F r o g  r e q u i r e s  f o r  i d e a l  b r e e d i n g  c o n d i t i o n s .   

 

A s s e s s m e n t  o f  t h e  S i t e ’ s  l o c a t i o n  p r i o r  t o  t h e  S u r v e y  

i n d i c a t e d  i t  d o e s  n o t  o c c u r  w i t h i n  U S  F i s h  a n d  W i l d l i f e  

( U S F W S )  c r i t i c a l  h a b i t a t  d e s i g n a t e d  f o r  t h i s  s p e c i e s .  

C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  i t  i s  n o t  s u r p r i s i n g  t h a t  n o  C a l i f o r n i a  R e d -

l e g g e d  F r o g  w e r e  s e e n  d u r i n g  t h e  S u r v e y .  I n  t u r n ,  i t  i s  

j u d g e d  t h a t  t h e  P r o j e c t  w i l l  r e s u l t  i n  l e s s  t h a n  s i g n i f i c a n t  

n e g a t i v e  i m p a c t s  u p o n  t h i s  s p e c i e s .   

 

F o o t h i l l  Y e l l o w - l e g g e d  F r o g .  A s  a  C a l i f o r n i a  S p e c i e s  o f  

S p e c i a l  C o n c e r n ,  t h i s  a m p h i b i a n  o c c u r s  i n  v a r i e t y  o f  h a b i t a t  

t y p e s ,  b u t  a l w a y s  r e q u i r e s  p a r t l y - s h a d e d  s h a l l o w  s t r e a m s  

w i t h  t u r b i d  r i f f l e s  a m i d  r o c k y  s u b s t r a t e .  F o r  e g g - l a y i n g ,  

t h i s  f r o g  s p e c i e s  r e q u i r e s  c o b b l e - s i z e d  s u b s t r a t e .  T h e  l a r v a e  

r e q u i r e  1 5  o r  m o r e  w e e k s  t o  d e v e l o p .   

 

A s  n o t e d  a b o v e ,  t h e  C u l v e r  o n  t h e  S i t e  d o e s  n o t  h o s t  

f l o w i n g  w a t e r ,  s o  i t  w i l l  n o t  h o s t  t h i s  s p e c i e s .  R e l a t e d ,  n o t e  

L a  H o n d a  C r e e k  d o e s  n o t  h a v e  r o c k y  s u b s t r a t e  n o r  e x t e n s i v e  

r i f f l e  a c t i v i t y ,  e s p e c i a l l y  d u r i n g  t h e  p r i m e  b r e e d i n g  s e a s o n  

p e r i o d  f o r  F o o t h i l l  Y e l l o w - l e g g e d  F r o g  ( M a r c h  t h r o u g h  

e a r l y  J u n e  f o r  t h e  S i t e ’ s  l o c a t i o n ) .  T h e s e  t w o  h a b i t a t  

e l e m e n t s  a r e  e s s e n t i a l  t o  a t t r a c t  a n d  a s s i s t  s u c c e s s f u l  

b r e e d i n g  f o r  t h i s  s p e c i e s .   

 

G i v e n  t h e  a b o v e  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  t h e  S i t e ’ s  w a t e r c o u r s e s  s h o u l d  

n o t  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  s u i t a b l e  h a b i t a t  t o  s u p p o r t  t h i s  s p e c i e s .  

C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  t h e  P r o j e c t  w i l l  n o t  r e s u l t  i n  n e g a t i v e  

i m p a c t s  u p o n  t h i s  a m p h i b i a n  s p e c i e s .  
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4 .  R e g u l a t o r y  B a c k g r o u n d   

 

T h e  f o l l o w i n g  p r o v i d e s  r e g u l a t o r y  b a c k g r o u n d  i n f o r m a t i o n  

r e g a r d i n g  s p e c i a l  s t a t u s  s p e c i e s  a n d  s e n s i t i v e  h a b i t a t s :  

 

4 . 1  S e n s i t i v e  H a b i t a t s  

S e n s i t i v e  h a b i t a t s  a r e  t h o s e  h a b i t a t s  w h i c h  h a v e  b e e n  

i d e n t i f i e d  b y  l o c a l ,  s t a t e ,  o r  f e d e r a l  a g e n c i e s  a s  a r e a s  w h i c h  

p r o v i d e d  s p e c i a l  f u n c t i o n s  o r  v a l u e s .  T h e s e  h a b i t a t s  a r e  

s u b j e c t  t o  r e g u l a t i o n  u n d e r  v a r i o u s  l o c a l ,  s t a t e ,  a n d  f e d e r a l  

r e g u l a t i o n s  s u c h  a s  t h e  f o l l o w i n g :  

 

T h e  f o l l o w i n g  p r o v i d e s  r e g u l a t o r y  b a c k g r o u n d  i n f o r m a t i o n  

r e g a r d i n g  s p e c i a l  s t a t u s  s p e c i e s  a n d  s e n s i t i v e  h a b i t a t s :  
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4 . 1  S e n s i t i v e  H a b i t a t s  

S e n s i t i v e  h a b i t a t s  a r e  t h o s e  h a b i t a t s  w h i c h  h a v e  b e e n  i d e n t i f i e d  b y  

l o c a l ,  s t a t e ,  o r  f e d e r a l  a g e n c i e s  a s  a r e a s  w h i c h  p r o v i d e d  s p e c i a l  

f u n c t i o n s  o r  v a l u e s .  T h e s e  h a b i t a t s  a r e  s u b j e c t  t o  r e g u l a t i o n  u n d e r  

v a r i o u s  l o c a l ,  s t a t e ,  a n d  f e d e r a l  r e g u l a t i o n s  s u c h  a s  t h e  f o l l o w i n g :  

 

City or County Tree Ordinances The California Endangered Species 
Act 

City or County General Plan Land Use 
Areas 

The Federal Clean Water Act 

City, County, State, or Federal Special 
Habitat 
Management Areas 

The Federal Endangered Species Act 
(listed 
species or critical habitat) 

The California Porter-Cologne Act The Federal Migratory Bird Treaty 
Act 

The California Coastal Act The Bald and Golden Eagle 
Protection Act 

The California Environmental Quality Act 
(CEQA) 

The National Environmental 
Protection Act 

Habitats such as serpentine soils or vernal 

pools supporting plant species on California 

Native Plant Society (CNPS) Lists 1 and 2 

which are considered 
special status habitats under CEQA. 

The Federal Magnuson-Stevens 

Fishery Conservation and 

Management Act 

The California Department of Fish and 
Wildlife Lake 
and Streambed Alteration Agreement 
Program 

The Federal Coastal Zone 
Management Act 

 

S e n s i t i v e  h a b i t a t s  p o t e n t i a l l y  f o u n d  w i t h i n  t h e  P r o j e c t  A r e a  i n c l u d e :  

 

W a t e r s  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  t h e  A r m y ,  a c t i n g  

t h r o u g h  t h e  U . S .  A r m y  C o r p s  o f  E n g i n e e r s  ( U S A C E ) ,  h a s  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  

t o  p e r m i t  t h e  d i s c h a r g e  o f  d r e d g e  o r  f i l l  m a t e r i a l  i n  w a t e r s  o f  t h e  U . S .  

u n d e r  S e c t i o n  4 0 4  o f  t h e  C l e a n  W a t e r  A c t  ( C W A ) .  W a t e r s  o f  t h e  U . S .  

i n c l u d e  b o t h  w e t l a n d s  a n d  “ o t h e r  w a t e r s  o f  t h e  U . S . ”  W e t l a n d s  a n d  

o t h e r  w a t e r s  o f  t h e  U . S .  a r e  d e s c r i b e d  b y  U . S .  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  
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P r o t e c t i o n  A g e n c y  ( U S  E P A )  a n d  U S A C E  r e g u l a t i o n s  ( 4 0  C F R  §  

2 3 0 . 3 ( s )  a n d  3 3  C F R  §  3 2 8 . 3 ( a ) ,  r e s p e c t i v e l y ) .  U S  E P A  a n d  t h e  

U S A C E  d e f i n e  w e t l a n d s  a s  “ … t h o s e  a r e a s  t h a t  a r e  i n u n d a t e d  o r  

s a t u r a t e d  b y  s u r f a c e  o r  g r o u n d  w a t e r  a t  a  f r e q u e n c y  a n d  d u r a t i o n  

s u f f i c i e n t  t o  s u p p o r t ,  a n d  t h a t  u n d e r  n o r m a l  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  d o  s u p p o r t ,  

a  p r e v a l e n c e  o f  v e g e t a t i o n  t y p i c a l l y  a d a p t e d  f o r  l i f e  i n  s a t u r a t e d  s o i l  

c o n d i t i o n s ”  ( U S  E P A  r e g u l a t i o n s  a t  4 0  C F R  §  2 3 0 . 3 ( t ) ;  U S A C E  

r e g u l a t i o n s  a t  3 3  C F R  §  3 2 8 . 3 ( b ) ) .  B o t h  n a t u r a l  a n d  m a n m a d e  

w e t l a n d s  a n d  o t h e r  w a t e r s  ( n o t  v e g e t a t e d  b y  a  d o m i n a n c e  o f  r o o t e d  

e m e r g e n t  v e g e t a t i o n )  a r e  s u b j e c t  t o  r e g u l a t i o n .   

 

T h e  g e o g r a p h i c  e x t e n t  o f  w e t l a n d s  i s  d e f i n e d  b y  t h e  c o l l e c t i v e  

p r e s e n c e  o f  a  d o m i n a n c e  o f  w e t l a n d  v e g e t a t i o n ,  w e t l a n d  h y d r o l o g y  

c o n d i t i o n s ,  a n d  w e t l a n d  s o i l  c o n d i t i o n s  a s  d e t e r m i n e d  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  

U S A C E ’ s  1 9 8 7  W e t l a n d s  D e l i n e a t i o n  M a n u a l  ( 1 9 8 7  M a n u a l ) ;  t h e  

U S A C E ’  2 0 0 8  R e g i o n a l  S u p p l e m e n t  t o  C o r p s  o f  E n g i n e e r s  W e t l a n d  

D e l i n e a t i o n  M a n u a l :  A r i d  W e s t ,  V e r s i o n  2 . 0  ( A r i d  W e s t  R e g i o n a l  

S u p p l e m e n t ) ;  a n d  s u p p o r t i n g  g u i d a n c e  d o c u m e n t s .  T h e  g e o g r a p h i c  

e x t e n t  o f  o t h e r  w a t e r s  o f  t h e  U . S .  i s  d e f i n e d  b y  a n  o r d i n a r y  h i g h  

w a t e r  m a r k  ( O H W M )  i n  n o n - t i d a l  w a t e r s  ( 3 3  C F R .  § 3 2 8 . 3 ( e ) )  a n d  b y  

t h e  H i g h  T i d e  L i n e  w i t h i n  t i d a l  w a t e r s  ( 3 3  C F R .  § 3 2 8 . 3 ( d ) ) .  

 

N a v i g a b l e  W a t e r s  P r o t e c t i o n  R u l e .  I n  2 0 2 0 ,  t h e  f e d e r a l  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  

o b t a i n e d  a p p r o v a l  o f  t h e  N a v i g a b l e  W a t e r s  P r o t e c t i o n  R u l e  ( N W P R )  

t h a t  a l t e r e d  t h e  r e a c h  o f  t h e  n a t i o n ’ s  C l e a n  W a t e r  A c t .  T h e  N W P R  h a s  

f o u r  c a t e g o r i e s  o f  j u r i s d i c t i o n a l  w a t e r s  a n d  t w e l v e  c a t e g o r i e s  o f  

e x c l u d e d  w a t e r s / f e a t u r e s .  T h e r e  i s  n o  s t a n d a l o n e  i n t e r s t a t e  w a t e r s  

c a t e g o r y  a n d  n o  c a s e - s p e c i f i c  s i g n i f i c a n t  n e x u s  a n a l y s i s .  K e y  c h a n g e s  

w e r e  m a d e  f o r  d e f i n i n g  t r i b u t a r y ,  a d j a c e n t  w e t l a n d ,  d i t c h e s ,  l a k e s ,  

p o n d s ,  a n d  i m p o u n d m e n t s ,  a n d  n e w  d e f i n i t i o n s  f o r  d e f i n i n g  t y p i c a l  

y e a r  v e r s u s  n o r m a l ,  p e r e n n i a l ,  i n t e r m i t t e n t ,  e p h e m e r a l ,  s n o w p a c k ,  a n d  

d i t c h e s  w e r e  c r e a t e d .  N o  c h a n g e  w a s  m a d e  t o  t h e  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  

w e t l a n d s  o r  t h e  m e t h o d o l o g y  f o r  d e f i n i n g  w e t l a n d s .  U n d e r  t h e  N W P R ,  

W O T U S  i n c l u d e s  1 )  t e r r i t o r i a l  s e a s  a n d  t r a d i t i o n a l  n a v i g a b l e  w a t e r s ;  

2 )  t r i b u t a r i e s ;  3 )  l a k e s  a n d  p o n d s ,  a n d  i m p o u n d m e n t s  o f  j u r i s d i c t i o n a l  

w a t e r s ;  a n d  4 )  a d j a c e n t  w e t l a n d s .  
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W a t e r s  o f  t h e  S t a t e .  W a t e r s  o f  t h e  S t a t e  a r e  d e f i n e d  m o r e  b r o a d l y  

t h a n  “ w a t e r s  o f  t h e  U S ”  t o  m e a n  “ a n y  s u r f a c e  w a t e r  o r  g r o u n d w a t e r ,  

i n c l u d i n g  s a l i n e  w a t e r s ,  w i t h i n  t h e  b o u n d a r i e s  o f  t h e  s t a t e ”  ( W a t e r  

C o d e  s e c t i o n  1 3 0 5 0 ( e ) ) .  E x a m p l e s  i n c l u d e ,  b u t  a r e  n o t  l i m i t e d  t o ,  

r i v e r s ,  s t r e a m s ,  l a k e s ,  b a y s ,  m a r s h e s ,  m u d f l a t s ,  u n v e g e t a t e d  s e a s o n a l l y  

p o n d e d  a r e a s ,  d r a i n a g e  s w a l e s ,  s l o u g h s ,  w e t  m e a d o w s ,  n a t u r a l  p o n d s ,  

v e r n a l  p o o l s ,  d i k e d  b a y l a n d s ,  s e a s o n a l  w e t l a n d s ,  a n d  r i p a r i a n  

w o o d l a n d s .  W a t e r s  o f  t h e  S t a t e  i n c l u d e  a l l  w a t e r s  w i t h i n  t h e  s t a t e ’ s  

b o u n d a r i e s ,  w h e t h e r  p r i v a t e  o r  p u b l i c ,  i n c l u d i n g  w a t e r s  i n  b o t h  

n a t u r a l  a n d  a r t i f i c i a l  c h a n n e l s .  T h e y  i n c l u d e  a l l  “ w a t e r s  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  

S t a t e s ” ;  a l l  s u r f a c e  w a t e r s  t h a t  a r e  n o t  “ w a t e r s  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  

e . g . ,  n o n - j u r i s d i c t i o n a l  w e t l a n d s ,  g r o u n d w a t e r ,  a n d  t h e  t e r r i t o r i a l  

s e a s .  

 

T h e  S t a t e  W a t e r  Q u a l i t y  C o n t r o l  B o a r d  ( S W Q C B )  a n d  i t s  R e g i o n a l  

B o a r d s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  S a n  F r a n c i s c o  B a y  R e g i o n a l  W a t e r  Q u a l i t y  

C o n t r o l  B o a r d  ( S F B R W Q C B ) ,  r o u t i n e l y  r e l y  o n  t h e  U S A C E / U S E P A  

j u r i s d i c t i o n a l  d e t e r m i n a t i o n s  a s  t h e  W a t e r  B o a r d s  h a v e  n o  a d o p t e d  

m e t h o d o l o g y  f o r  t h e  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  a n d  d e l i n e a t i o n  o f  w e t l a n d s  o r  

o t h e r  w a t e r s  o f  t h e  S t a t e .  H o w e v e r ,  a s  a  m a t t e r  o f  p o l i c y ,  t h e  

S W Q C B / S F B R W Q C B  c o n s i d e r  w e t l a n d s  a n d  w a t e r s  d e t e r m i n e d  n o n -  

j u r i s d i c t i o n a l  b y  t h e  U S A C E / U S E P A  u n d e r  S W A N C C  o r  R a p a n o s  

g u i d a n c e  t o  r e m a i n  j u r i s d i c t i o n a l  a s  w a t e r s  o f  t h e  S t a t e  s u b j e c t  t o  

S W Q C B / S F B R W Q C B  j u r i s d i c t i o n .  S i m i l a r l y ,  t h e  S W Q C B / S F B R W Q C B  

t y p i c a l l y  t a k e s  j u r i s d i c t i o n  o v e r  w e t l a n d s  a n d  o t h e r  w a t e r s  w h e r e  t h e  

U S A C E / U S E P A  h a s  d e t e r m i n e d  t h a t  a  w e t l a n d  o r  o t h e r  w a t e r  o f  t h e  U S  

i s  e x e m p t e d  o r  e x c l u d e d  f r o m  j u r i s d i c t i o n  o r  w h e r e  t h e  U S A C E / U S E P A  

d e t e r m i n e s  t h a t  t h e  p r o p o s e d  p r o j e c t  a c t i v i t y  i s  e x e m p t  f r o m  

r e g u l a t i o n .  

 

L a k e s ,  S t r e a m s ,  R i p a r i a n  H a b i t a t s ,  S e n s i t i v e  P l a n t  C o m m u n i t i e s .  

C D F W  r e g u l a t e s  l a k e s  a n d  s t r e a m s  u n d e r  i t s  S e c t i o n  1 6 0 2 .  I n  s o  d o i n g ,  

t h i s  a g e n c y ’ s  j u r i s d i c t i o n  c o n s t i t u t e s  “ a l l  r i v e r s ,  s t r e a m s ,  l a k e s ,  a n d  

s t r e a m b e d s  i n  t h e  S t a t e  o f  C a l i f o r n i a ,  i n c l u d i n g  a l l  r i v e r s ,  s t r e a m s  a n d  

s t r e a m b e d s  w h i c h  h a v e  i n t e r m i t t e n t  f l o w s  o f  w a t e r . ”  ( T i t l e  1 4  C a l i f o r n i a  

C o d e  o f  R e g u l a t i o n s  [ C C R ]  §  7 2 0 ) .  T h e  C D F W  t a k e s  j u r i s d i c t i o n  u n d e r  

i t s  L a k e  a n d  S t r e a m b e d  A l t e r a t i o n  A g r e e m e n t  P r o g r a m  f o r  a n y  w o r k  

u n d e r t a k e n  i n  o r  n e a r  a  r i v e r ,  s t r e a m ,  o r  l a k e  t h a t  f l o w s  a t  l e a s t  
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i n t e r m i t t e n t l y  t h r o u g h  a  b e d  o r  c h a n n e l .  T h i s  i n c l u d e s  e p h e m e r a l  

s t r e a m s ,  d e s e r t  w a s h e s ,  a n d  w a t e r c o u r s e s  w i t h  a  s u b s u r f a c e  f l o w .  I t  m a y  

a l s o  a p p l y  t o  w o r k  u n d e r t a k e n  w i t h i n  t h e  f l o o d  p l a i n  o f  a  b o d y  o f  w a t e r .  

 

T h e  C D F W  d o e s  n o t  h a v e  a  m e t h o d o l o g y  f o r  t h e  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  a n d  

d e l i n e a t i o n  o f  t h e  j u r i s d i c t i o n a l  l i m i t s  o f  s t r e a m s  e x c e p t  f o r  t h e  g e n e r a l  

g u i d a n c e  p r o v i d e d  i n  A  F i e l d  G u i d e  t o  L a k e  a n d  S t r e a m b e d  A l t e r a t i o n  

A g r e e m e n t s ,  S e c t i o n  1 6 0 0 - 1 6 0 7  C a l i f o r n i a  F i s h  a n d  G a m e  C o d e  ( C D F G  

1 9 9 4 ) .  I n  m a k i n g  j u r i s d i c t i o n a l  d e t e r m i n a t i o n s ,  C D F W  s t a f f  t y p i c a l l y  

r e l y  o n  f i e l d  o b s e r v a t i o n  o f  p h y s i c a l  f e a t u r e s  t h a t  p r o v i d e  e v i d e n c e  o f  

w a t e r  f l o w  t h r o u g h  a  b e d  a n d  c h a n n e l  s u c h  a s  o b s e r v e d  f l o w i n g  w a t e r ,  

s e d i m e n t  d e p o s i t s  a n d  d r i f t  d e p o s i t s ,  a n d  t h a t  t h e  s t r e a m  s u p p o r t s  f i s h  o r  

o t h e r  a q u a t i c  l i f e .  R i p a r i a n  h a b i t a t  i s  n o t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  d e f i n e d  b y  t h e  

F i s h  a n d  G a m e  C o d e  b u t  C D F W  t a k e s  j u r i s d i c t i o n  o v e r  a r e a s  w i t h i n  t h e  

f l o o d  p l a i n  o f  a  b o d y  o f  w a t e r  w h e r e  t h e  v e g e t a t i o n  ( g r a s s ,  s e d g e s ,  

r u s h e s ,  f o r b s ,  s h r u b s ,  a n d  t r e e s )  i s  s u p p o r t e d  b y  t h e  s u r f a c e  o r  

s u b s u r f a c e  f l o w .  

 

S e n s i t i v e  p l a n t  c o m m u n i t i e s  a r e  t h o s e  n a t u r a l  p l a n t  

c o m m u n i t i e s  i d e n t i f i e d  i n  l o c a l  o r  r e g i o n a l  p l a n s ,  p o l i c i e s ,  

o r d i n a n c e s ,  r e g u l a t i o n s ,  o r  b y  t h e  C D F W  w h i c h  p r o v i d e  s p e c i a l  

f u n c t i o n s  o r  v a l u e s .  T h e  C D F W  n a t u r a l  p l a n t  c o m m u n i t i e s  

c o n s i d e r e d  s e n s i t i v e  a r e  t h o s e  t h a t  C D F W  r a n k s  a s  s e n s i t i v e  

c o m m u n i t i e s  t h a t  a r e  ‘ t h r e a t e n e d ’  o r  ‘ v e r y  t h r e a t e n e d ’  a n d  

k e e p s  r e c o r d s  o f  t h e i r  o c c u r r e n c e s  i n  i t s  C a l i f o r n i a  N a t u r a l  

D i v e r s i t y  D a t a  B a s e  ( C N D D B ) .  A l l  k n o w n  o c c u r r e n c e s  o f  

s e n s i t i v e  h a b i t a t s  a r e  m a p p e d  o n t o  7 . 5 - m i n u t e  U S G S  

t o p o g r a p h i c  q u a d r a n g l e  m a p s  m a i n t a i n e d  b y  t h e  C N D D B .  

S e n s i t i v e  p l a n t  c o m m u n i t i e s  a r e  a l s o  i d e n t i f i e d  b y  C D F W  o n  

t h e i r  L i s t  o f  C a l i f o r n i a  N a t u r a l  C o m m u n i t i e s  R e c o g n i z e d  b y  t h e  

C N D D B .  I m p a c t s  t o  s e n s i t i v e  n a t u r a l  c o m m u n i t i e s  m u s t  b e  

c o n s i d e r e d  a n d  e v a l u a t e d  u n d e r  C E Q A .  
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4 . 2  R a r e ,  S p e c i a l - s t a t u s  S p e c i e s  

 

F e d e r a l  E n d a n g e r e d  S p e c i e s  A c t  ( F E S A ) .  T h e  F E S A  i s  

i n t e n d e d  t o  h e l p  p r o t e c t  t h e  e c o s y s t e m s  u p o n  w h i c h  e n d a n g e r e d  

a n d  t h r e a t e n e d  s p e c i e s  d e p e n d .  T h e  F E S A  e s t a b l i s h e s  a n  

o f f i c i a l  l i s t i n g  p r o c e s s  f o r  p l a n t s  a n d  a n i m a l s  c o n s i d e r e d  t o  b e  i n  

d a n g e r  o f  e x t i n c t i o n ;  r e q u i r e s  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  s p e c i f i c  p l a n s  o f  

a c t i o n  f o r  t h e  r e c o v e r y  o f  l i s t e d  s p e c i e s ;  a n d  r e s t r i c t s  

a c t i v i t i e s  p e r c e i v e d  t o  h a r m  o r  k i l l  l i s t e d  s p e c i e s  o r  a f f e c t  

c r i t i c a l  h a b i t a t .  T h e  F E S A  p r o h i b i t s  t h e  “ t a k e ”  o f  e n d a n g e r e d  

o r  t h r e a t e n e d  w i l d l i f e  s p e c i e s .  “ T a k e ”  c a n  b e  d e f i n e d  a s  a n y  

a c t  t h a t  k i l l s  o r  i n j u r e s  a  f e d e r a l l y  l i s t e d  s p e c i e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  

s i g n i f i c a n t  h a b i t a t  m o d i f i c a t i o n  o r  d e g r a d a t i o n .  T h e  F E S A  a l s o  

r e q u i r e s  f e d e r a l  a g e n c i e s  t o  e n s u r e  t h a t  t h e i r  a c t i o n s  d o  n o t  

j e o p a r d i z e  t h e  c o n t i n u e d  e x i s t e n c e  o f  l i s t e d  s p e c i e s  o r  

a d v e r s e l y  m o d i f y  c r i t i c a l  h a b i t a t ,  a n d  t o  a c c o m p l i s h  t h i s  i n  

c o n s u l t a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  U . S .  F i s h  a n d  W i l d l i f e  S e r v i c e  ( U S F W S )  

o r  N a t i o n a l  M a r i n e  F i s h e r i e s  S e r v i c e  ( N M F S )  p u r s u a n t  t o  

S e c t i o n  7  o f  t h e  F E S A .  I f  f o r m a l  c o n s u l t a t i o n  i s  r e q u i r e d ,  

U S F W S  o r  N M F S  w i l l  i s s u e  a  b i o l o g i c a l  o p i n i o n  s t a t i n g  

w h e t h e r  t h e  p e r m i t  a c t i o n  i s  l i k e l y  t o  j e o p a r d i z e  t h e  c o n t i n u e d  

e x i s t e n c e  o f  t h e  l i s t e d  s p e c i e s ,  r e c o m m e n d i n g  r e a s o n a b l e  a n d  

p r u d e n t  m e a s u r e s  t o  e n s u r e  t h e  c o n t i n u e d  e x i s t e n c e  o f  t h e  

s p e c i e s ,  e s t a b l i s h i n g  t e r m s  a n d  c o n d i t i o n s  u n d e r  w h i c h  t h e  

p r o j e c t  m a y  p r o c e e d ,  a n d  a u t h o r i z i n g  i n c i d e n t a l  t a k e  o f  t h e  

s p e c i e s .  

 

C a l i f o r n i a  E n d a n g e r e d  S p e c i e s  A c t  ( C E S A ) .  C D F W  

a d m i n i s t e r s  t h e  C a l i f o r n i a  E n d a n g e r e d  S p e c i e s  A c t  ( C E S A ) .  

C E S A  d i r e c t s  a g e n c i e s  t o  c o n s u l t  w i t h  C D F W  o n  p r o j e c t s  o r  

a c t i o n s  t h a t  c o u l d  a f f e c t  s t a t e  l i s t e d  s p e c i e s ,  d i r e c t s  C D F W  t o  

d e t e r m i n e  w h e t h e r  j e o p a r d y  w o u l d  o c c u r ,  a n d  a l l o w s  C D F W  t o  

i d e n t i f y  “ r e a s o n a b l e  a n d  p r u d e n t  a l t e r n a t i v e s ”  t o  t h e  p r o j e c t  

c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  c o n s e r v i n g  t h e  s p e c i e s .  T h e  C E S A  p r o h i b i t s  t h e  

t a k i n g  o f  s t a t e - l i s t e d  e n d a n g e r e d  o r  t h r e a t e n e d  p l a n t  a n d  

w i l d l i f e  s p e c i e s .  C D F W  e x e r c i s e s  a u t h o r i t y  o v e r  m i t i g a t i o n  

p r o j e c t s  i n v o l v i n g  s t a t e -  l i s t e d  s p e c i e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h o s e  

r e s u l t i n g  f r o m  C E Q A  m i t i g a t i o n  r e q u i r e m e n t s .  C D F W  m a  
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a u t h o r i z e  t a k i n g  i f  a n  a p p r o v e d  h a b i t a t  m a n a g e m e n t  p l a n  o r  

m a n a g e m e n t  a g r e e m e n t  t h a t  a v o i d s  o r  c o m p e n s a t e s  f o r  p o s s i b l e  

j e o p a r d y  i s  i m p l e m e n t e d .  C D F W  r e q u i r e s  p r e p a r a t i o n  o f  

m i t i g a t i o n  p l a n s  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  p u b l i s h e d  g u i d e l i n e s .  

 

C a l i f o r n i a  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  Q u a l i t y  A c t  R e v i e w .  S p e c i a l  s t a t u s  

s p e c i e s  t o  b e  e v a l u a t e d  i n  r e v i e w s  p u r s u a n t  t o  t h e  C a l i f o r n i a  

E n v i r o n m e n t a l  Q u a l i t y  A c t  ( C E Q A )  i n c l u d e  t h o s e  s p e c i e s  l i s t e d  

b y  t h e  f e d e r a l  a n d  s t a t e  g o v e r n m e n t s  a s  e n d a n g e r e d ,  

t h r e a t e n e d ,  o r  r a r e  o r  c a n d i d a t e  s p e c i e s  f o r  t h e s e  l i s t s .  

E n d a n g e r e d  o r  t h r e a t e n e d  s p e c i e s  a r e  p r o t e c t e d  b y  t h e  f e d e r a l  

E n d a n g e r e d  S p e c i e s  A c t  o f  1 9 7 3  a s  a m e n d e d ,  t h e  C a l i f o r n i a  

N a t i v e  P l a n t  P r o t e c t i o n  A c t  o f  1 9 7 7 ,  a n d  t h e  C a l i f o r n i a  

E n d a n g e r e d  S p e c i e s  A c t  o f  1 9 7 0 .   

 

T h e  a f o r e m e n t i o n e d  C a l i f o r n i a  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  Q u a l i t y  A c t  

( C E Q A )  p r o v i d e s  a d d i t i o n a l  p r o t e c t i o n  f o r  u n l i s t e d  s p e c i e s  t h a t  

m e e t  t h e  “ r a r e ”  o r  “ e n d a n g e r e d ”  c r i t e r i a  d e f i n e d  i n  T i t l e  1 4 ,  

C a l i f o r n i a  C o d e  o f  R e g u l a t i o n s  S e c t i o n  1 5 3 8 0 .  S p e c i a l  s t a t u s  

s p e c i e s  a l s o  i n c l u d e  t h o s e  s p e c i e s  l i s t e d  b y  C D F W  a s  S p e c i e s  o f  

C o n c e r n  ( s p e c i e s  t h a t  f a c e  e x t i r p a t i o n  i n  C a l i f o r n i a  i f  c u r r e n t  

p o p u l a t i o n  a n d  h a b i t a t  t r e n d s  c o n t i n u e ) ,  t h o s e  l i s t e d  a s  F u l l y  

P r o t e c t e d  b y  C D F W  ( a  d e s i g n a t i o n  t h a t  p r o v i d e s  a d d i t i o n a l  

p r o t e c t i o n  t o  t h o s e  a n i m a l s  t h a t  w e r e  r a r e  o r  f a c e d  p o s s i b l e  

e x t i n c t i o n ) ,  a n d  b i r d  s p e c i e s  d e s i g n a t e d  a s  B i r d  S p e c i e s  o f  

C o n s e r v a t i o n  C o n c e r n  b y  t h e  U S F W S .  T h e s e  s t a t e  a n d  f e d e r a l  

S p e c i e s  o f  C o n c e r n  m u s t  b e  e v a l u a t e d  i n  t h e  c o n t e x t  o f  

e v a l u a t i o n  u n d e r  C E Q A .   

 

S p e c i a l  s t a t u s  s p e c i e s  i n c l u d e d  i n  C E Q A  r e v i e w  a l s o  i n c l u d e  

b a t  s p e c i e s  p r o t e c t e d  b y  t h e  C a l i f o r n i a  F i s h  a n d  G a m e  C o d e  

a n d  t h a t  h a v e  b e e n  d e s i g n a t e d  w i t h  c o n s e r v a t i o n  p r i o r i t y  b y  t h e  

W e s t e r n  B a t  W o r k i n g  G r o u p .  C E Q A  a l s o  r e q u i r e s  e v a l u a t i o n  o f  

i m p a c t s  t o  p l a n t  s p e c i e s  o n  C a l i f o r n i a  N a t i v e  P l a n t  S o c i e t y  

( C N P S )  L i s t s  1  a n d  2 .  
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4 . 3  P r o t e c t i o n s  f o r  M i g r a t o r y  B i r d s  

 

T h e  M i g r a t o r y  B i r d  T r e a t y  A c t  ( M B T A )  i m p l e m e n t s  

i n t e r n a t i o n a l  t r e a t i e s  d e v i s e d  t o  p r o t e c t  m i g r a t o r y  b i r d s  a n d  a n y  

o f  t h e i r  p a r t s ,  e g g s ,  a n d  n e s t s  f r o m  a c t i v i t i e s  s u c h  a s  h u n t i n g ,  

p u r s u i n g ,  c a p t u r i n g ,  k i l l i n g ,  s e l l i n g ,  a n d  s h i p p i n g ,  u n l e s s  

e x p r e s s l y  a u t h o r i z e d  i n  t h e  r e g u l a t i o n s  o r  b y  p e r m i t .  O n  

D e c e m b e r  2 2 ,  2 0 1 7 ,  t h e  U . S .  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  I n t e r i o r ’ s  O f f i c e  o f  

t h e  S o l i c i t o r  i s s u e d  M e m o r a n d u m  M - 3 7 0 5 0 ,  w h i c h  s t a t e s  a n  

i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  t h a t  t h e  M i g r a t o r y  B i r d  T r e a t y  A c t  d o e s  n o t  

p r o h i b i t  t h e  a c c i d e n t a l  o r  “ i n c i d e n t a l ”  t a k i n g  o r  k i l l i n g  o f  

m i g r a t o r y  b i r d s .  I n  r e s p o n s e  t o  t h e  T r u m p  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ’ s  

a t t e m p t e d  c h a n g e s  t o  t h e  M B T A ,  e i g h t  s t a t e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  

C a l i f o r n i a ,  f i l e d  s u i t  i n  S e p t e m b e r  o f  2 0 1 8 ,  a r g u i n g  t h a t  t h e  

n e w  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  i n a p p r o p r i a t e l y  n a r r o w s  t h e  M B T A  a n d  

s h o u l d  b e  v a c a t e d .  O n  A u g u s t  1 1 ,  2 0 2 0 ,  t h e  S o u t h e r n  D i s t r i c t  

o f  N e w  Y o r k  r u l e d  i n  f a v o r  o f  t h e  l o n g - s t a n d i n g  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  

o f  t h e  M B T A  t o  p r o t e c t  m i g r a t o r y  b i r d s ,  r e i n s t a t i n g  t h e  

h i s t o r i c a l  b a n  o n  i n c i d e n t a l  t a k e .  J u s t  d a y s  b e f o r e  l e a v i n g  o f f i c e ,  

t h e  p r e v i o u s  f e d e r a l  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  t o  t h e  c u r r e n t  J o e  B i d e n  

p r e s i d e n c y  f i n a l i z e d  i t s  p u l l b a c k  o f  M B T A  r e g u l a t i o n s ,  d e s p i t e  

t h e  r u l i n g  o f  t h e  f e d e r a l  c o u r t .  O n  h i s  f i r s t  d a y  i n  o f f i c e ,  n e w  

P r e s i d e n t  J o e  B i d e n  p l a c e d  T r u m p ’ s  c h a n g e s  t o  t h e  M B T A  o n  

h o l d ,  p e n d i n g  f u r t h e r  r e v i e w .  

 

T h e  S t a t e  o f  C a l i f o r n i a  a l s o  i n c o r p o r a t e s  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  

n o n g a m e  b i r d s  a n d  b i r d s  o f  p r e y ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e i r  n e s t s ,  i n  

S e c t i o n s  3 8 0 0 ,  3 5 1 3 ,  3 5 0 3 ,  a n d  3 5 0 3 . 5  o f  t h e  C a l i f o r n i a  F i s h  

a n d  G a m e  ( C F G )  C o d e .  S e c t i o n  3 5 0 3  o f  t h e  F i s h  a n d  G a m e  

C o d e  m a k e s  i t  u n l a w f u l  t o  t a k e ,  p o s s e s s ,  o r  n e e d l e s s l y  d e s t r o y  

t h e  n e s t s  o r  e g g s  o f  a n y  b i r d .  S e c t i o n  3 5 0 3 . 5  m a k e s  i t  u n l a w f u l  

t o  t a k e  o r  p o s s e s s  b i r d s  o f  p r e y  ( h a w k s ,  e a g l e s ,  v u l t u r e s ,  o w l s )  o r  

d e s t r o y  t h e i r  n e s t s  o r  e g g s .  I n  D e c e m b e r  o f  2 0 1 8 ,  C a l i f o r n i a  

i s s u e d  n e w  g u i d a n c e  s p e c i f y i n g  t h a t  s t a t e  l a w  i n c l u d e s  “ a  

p r o h i b i t i o n  o n  i n c i d e n t a l  t a k e  o f  m i g r a t o r y  b i r d s ,  

n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  a n y  f e d e r a l  r e i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  t h e  M i g r a t o r y  

B i r d  T r e a t y  A c t ”  b y  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  I n t e r i o r .  
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T o  e n s u r e  c o m p l i a n c e  w i t h  t h e  a b o v e  r e g u l a t i o n s ,  b i r d  n e s t i n g  

s u r v e y s  a r e  g e n e r a l l y  r e q u i r e d  i f  c o n s t r u c t i o n  w o r k  r e q u i r e s  

v e g e t a t i o n  r e m o v a l  d u r i n g  t h e  b i r d  n e s t i n g  s e a s o n .  C D F W  

g e n e r a l l y  c o n s i d e r s  t h e  n e s t i n g  s e a s o n  t o  b e  f r o m  F e b r u a r y  1  t o  

A u g u s t  3 1  f o r  m o s t  b i r d  s p e c i e s .  

 

R e q u i r e d  s e t b a c k s  t o  p r o t e c t  a c t i v e  n e s t s  f r o m  c o n s t r u c t i o n  

a c t i v i t y  a r e  u s u a l l y  i n  t h e  o r d e r  o f  a b o u t  2 5 0  f e e t  f o r  p a s s e r i n e s  

( s o n g b i r d s )  a n d  5 0 0  f e e t  o r  m o r e  f o r  r a p t o r s  ( b i r d s  o f  p r e y ) .  

 

4 . 4  P r o t e c t i o n  f o r  B a t  P o p u l a t i o n s  

 

B a t s  i n  t h i s  r e g i o n  u s e  a  w i d e  v a r i e t y  o f  r o o s t s ,  i n c l u d i n g  m a n -

m a d e  r o o s t s  s u c h  a s  b u i l d i n g s ,  b r i d g e s  a n d  C u l v e r s ;  t h e y  a l s o  

u s e  t r e e s  t h a t  c o n t a i n  s u i t a b l e  r o o s t  h a b i t a t .  B a t s  a r e  n o c t u r n a l ,  

a n d  s e l e c t  d a y  r o o s t s  f o r  r e s t ,  p r o t e c t i o n ,  p u p - r e a r i n g  a n d  

o v e r w i n t e r i n g ,  a n d  n i g h t  r o o s t s  d u r i n g  s e a s o n a l  p e r i o d s  o f  

a c t i v i t y  d u r i n g  f o r a g i n g  f l i g h t s .  O f t e n ,  t h e  s a m e  d a y  r o o s t  

p r o v i d e s  n i g h t  r o o s t  h a b i t a t .  C o l o n i a l  b a t s  r o o s t  i n  g r o u p s  

r a n g i n g  f r o m  s e v e r a l  t o  t h o u s a n d s  o f  i n d i v i d u a l s .  B a t s  i n  t h i s  

r e g i o n  o f  C a l i f o r n i a  a r e  n o t  a c t i v e  y e a r - r o u n d .  B a t s  a r e  

p a r t i c u l a r l y  v u l n e r a b l e  t o  l o s s  o r  d i s t u r b a n c e  o f  t h e i r  d a y  

r o o s t s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  d u r i n g  p u p - r e a r i n g  d u r i n g  t h e  s u m m e r  w h e n  

b a t s  a r e  n o t  v o l a n t  ( n o t  f l y i n g )  a n d  d u r i n g  w i n t e r  m o n t h s  w h e n  

b a t s  a r e  i n  t o r p o r  o r  h i b e r n a t i o n .  

 

B a t s  a n d  o t h e r  n o n - g a m e  m a m m a l s  a r e  p r o t e c t e d  i n  C a l i f o r n i a  

u n d e r  t h e  S t a t e  F i s h  a n d  G a m e  C o d e .  P r o t e c t i o n s  a r e  n e c e s s a r y  

f o r  m a t e r n i t y  r o o s t s  ( t h o s e  t h a t  a r e  o c c u p i e d  b y  p r e g n a n t  

f e m a l e s  o r  f e m a l e s  w i t h  n o n - f l y i n g  y o u n g )  a n d  n o n - b r e e d i n g  

r o o s t s  o r  d a y  r o o s t s  w i t h o u t  p r e g n a n t  f e m a l e s  o r  n o n - f l y i n g  

y o u n g .  S i g n i f i c a n t  i m p a c t s  t o  b a t s  c o u l d  r e s u l t  f r o m                  

( i )  d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  a n  o c c u p i e d ,  n o n - b r e e d i n g  b a t  r o o s t ,  

r e s u l t i n g  i n  t h e  d e a t h  o f  b a t s ;  ( i i )  d i s t u r b a n c e  t h a t  c a u s e s  t h e  
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l o s s  o f  a  m a t e r n i t y  c o l o n y  o f  b a t s  ( r e s u l t i n g  i n  t h e  d e a t h  o f  

y o u n g ) ;  o r  ( i i i )  d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  h i b e r n a c u l a .  T h i s  m a y  o c c u r  

t h r o u g h  d i r e c t  d i s t u r b a n c e  f r o m  d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  a  r o o s t  s i t e  

d u r i n g  s t r u c t u r e  r e m o v a l  o r  a n  i n d i r e c t  d i s t u r b a n c e  c a u s i n g  

b e h a v i o r a l  a l t e r a t i o n s  d u e  t o  c o n s t r u c t i o n  n o i s e  o r  v i b r a t i o n ,  

o r  i n c r e a s e d  h u m a n  a c t i v i t y  i n  t h e  a r e a .  

 

B a t s  m a y  b e  s a f e l y  e v i c t e d  i n  t h i s  r e g i o n  d u r i n g  s e a s o n a l  

p e r i o d s  o f  b a t  a c t i v i t y ;  s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  b e t w e e n  M a r c h  1 ,  o r  w h e n  

e v e n i n g  t e m p e r a t u r e s  a r e  a b o v e  4 5 F  a n d  r a i n f a l l  l e s s  t h a n  ½ ”  i n  24 

h o u r s  o c c u r s ,  a n d  A p r i l  1 5 ,  o r  b e t w e e n  S e p t e m b e r  1  t h r o u g h  

a b o u t  O c t o b e r  1 5 ,  o r  p r i o r  t o  e v e n i n g  t e m p e r a t u r e s  d r o p p i n g  

b e l o w  4 5 °  F  a n d  o n s e t  o f  r a i n f a l l  g r e a t e r  t h a n  ½ ”  i n  2 4  h o u r s .  

 

5 .  M e t h o d  F o r  T h e  S u r v e y  

 

T o  a s s e s s  t h e  P r o j e c t  b a s e d  o n  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t ’ s  a d v i s o r y ,  I  

v i s i t e d  t h e  S i t e  o n  t h e  a f o r e m e n t i o n e d  F e b r u a r y  2 2 ,  2 0 2 3  d a t e ,  

t o  c o n d u c t  t h e  S u r v e y .  

 

I n  s o  d o i n g ,  I  w a l k e d  t h e  e n t i r e  S i t e ,  f o c u s i n g  o n  t h e  

p r e v i o u s l y - n o t e d  a r e a s  s l a t e d  f o r  m o d i f i c a t i o n / d e v e l o p m e n t  

( S e e  A p p e n d i x  B ,  P h o t o s ) .  M y  a s s e s s m e n t  w h i l e  w a l k i n g  t h i s  

r o u t e  d o c u m e n t e d  a l l  v e g e t a t i o n  s p e c i e s  w i t h i n  L a  H o n d a  

C r e e k ’ s  b e d  a n d  t o p  o f  b a n k .  

{ B e l o w  i n  t h e  S u r v e y  R e s u l t s  s e c t i o n ,  I  n o t e :  a )  n o  

w e t l a n d / r i p a r i a n  v e g e t a t i o n  s p e c i e s  o c c u r r e d  i n  a n  u n n a m e d  

g u l c h / e p h e m e r a l  w a t e r c o u r s e  t h a t  f l o w s  n o r t h  t o  s o u t h  

d o w n w a r d  i n t o  L a  H o n d a  C r e e k  ( S e e  A p p e n d i x  B ,  P h o t o  6 . ) .  

 

T h e  S u r v e y  a l s o  i n c l u d e d  a s s e s s i n g  t h e  r e p u t e d  w a t e r c o u r s e  a n d  

t h e  e n t i r e  S i t e  f o r  i t s  p o t e n t i a l  t o  h o s t  r a r e ,  s p e c i a l - s t a t u s  

p l a n t  s p e c i e s  ( i n c l u d i n g  w e t l a n d / r i p a r i a n  p l a n t  s p e c i e s )  a n d  

w i l d l i f e  s p e c i e s .  
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I n  t h i s  r e g a r d ,  b a c k g r o u n d  r e s e a r c h  w a s  c o n d u c t e d  b e f o r e  m y  

S u r v e y  a t  t h e  S i t e  v i a  a  r e p o r t  q u e r y  a t  t h e  C a l i f o r n i a  N a t u r a l  

D i v e r s i t y  D a t a b a s e  ( C N D D B )  r a r e ,  s p e c i a l - s t a t u s  p l a n t  a n d  

w i l d l i f e  s p e c i e s  k n o w  t o  o c c u r  i n  t h e  S i t e ’ s  a r e a 15.   

 

M o r e  d e t a i l e d  r e l a t e d  t o  t h i s  d y n a m i c  a p p e a r  i n  d i s c u s s i o n  

b e l o w  w i t h  t h e  S u r v e y  R e s u l t s  a n d  A n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  P r o j e c t ’ s  

P o t e n t i a l  N e g a t i v e  I m p a c t s  U p o n  S p e c i a l - s t a t u s  P l a n t  a n d  

W i l d l i f e  S p e c i e s  s e c t i o n .  

 

B i r d  s p e c i e s  a s s e s s e d  d u r i n g  t h e  S u r v e y ,  e a r l y - n e s t i n g  b i r d  

s p e c i e s  w i t h  p o t e n t i a l  t o  o c c u r  d u r i n g  t h e  S u r v e y  d a t e  w e r e  

l i m i t e d  t o  R e d - s h o u l d e r e d  H a w k  ( B u t e o  l i n e a t u s ) ,  G r e a t  H o r n e d  

O w l  ( B u b o  v i r g i n i a n u s ) ,  A n n a ’ s  H u m m i n g b i r d  ( C a l y p t e  a n n a ) ,  

a n d  A l l e n ’ s  H u m m i n g b i r d  ( S e l a s p h o r u s  s a s i n ) .  S e e  b e l o w  i n  t h e  

S u r v e y  R e s u l t s  s e c t i o n  t o  n o t e  t h a t  n o n e  o f  t h e s e  b i r d  s p e c i e s  

o r  t h e i r  n e s t s  w e r e  o b s e r v e d  t h e  S u r v e y .   

 

I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  C N D D B  q u e r y  i n d i c a t e d  t h e  r e g i o n  h a s  t h e  

p o t e n t i a l  t o  a t t r a c t  H o a r y  B a t  ( L a s i u r u s  c i n e r e u s ) ,  T o w n s e n d ’ s  

B i g - e a r e d  B a t  ( C o e r y n o r h i n u s  t o w n s e n d i i ) ,  a n d  P a l l i d  B a t  

( A s t r o z o u s  p a l l i d u s ) ,  s o  t h e  S u r v e y  i n c l u d e d  a s s e s s i n g  w h e t h e r  

t h e  S i t e  h o s t e d  o v e r - w i n t e r i n g ,  r o o s t i n g  i n d i v i d u a l s  o f  t h e s e  

f l y i n g  m a m m a l  s p e c i e s 16.   

 

F o r  t h e  a b o v e  b a t  s p e c i e s ,  t r e e  c a v i t i e s  w e r e  c h e c k e d  f o r  t h e  

p o t e n t i a l  p r e s e n c e  o f  r o o s t i n g  b a t s  a l o n g  w i t h  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  

p r e s e n c e  o f  t h e i r  s i g n s ,  s u c h  a s  f e c e s / g u a n o  ( o n  t r e e  b a r k  a n d  

t h e  g r o u n d  b e l o w  t r e e s )  a n d  b o d y  o i l / u r i n e  s t a t i n s  ( o n  t r e e  

b a r k ) .   

 

T o  m o n i t o r  f o r  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  p r e s e n c e  o f  t h e  a f o r e m e n t i o n e d  

b i r d  s p e c i e s ,  t h e  S u r v e y  i n c l u d e d  c h e c k i n g  f o r  f e a t h e r s ,  p e l l e t s ,  

 
15 California Natural Diversity Database (CNDDB) search occurred on February 21, 2023 within the United States Geological 

Survey (USGS) 7.5 minute La Honda quadrangle and surrounding area. 
 

16 California Natural Diversity Database (CNDDB) search occurred on February 15, 2023 within the United States Geological 

Survey (USGS) 7.5-minute La Honda quadrangle and surrounding area. 
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a n d  w h i t e w a s h  e x c r e m e n t  o n  v e g e t a t i o n  a n d  o n  t h e  g r o u n d .  

H i g h - p o w e r e d  1 0  x  4 2  S w a r o v s k i  b i n o c u l a r s  w e r e  e m p l o y e d .  

 

A s  f o r  r a r e ,  s p e c i a l - s t a t u s  a m p h i b i a n  s p e c i e s  p o t e n t i a l l y  o n  t h e  

S i t e  ( a n d ,  e s p e c i a l l y )  w i t h i n  o r  n e a r  t h e  r e p u t e d  w a t e r c o u r s e ,  

t h e  C N D D B  l i s t e d  t h e  p r e v i o u s l y - n o t e d  C a l i f o r n i a  R e d - l e g g e d  

F r o g  a n d  F o o t h i l l  Y e l l o w - l e g g e d  F r o g  i n  t h e  r e g i o n .  S e e  b e l o w  

f o r  S u r v e y  d e t a i l s  t h a t  n o t e  t h e  a b s e n c e  o f  t h e s e  t w o  a m p h i b i a n  

s p e c i e s  o n  t h e  S i t e  o r  n e a r b y  i t  i n  L a  H o n d a  C r e e k .  

 

6.  S u r v e y  R e s u l t s  a n d  A n a l y s i s   

 

N o  r a r e ,  s p e c i a l - s t a t u s  p l a n t  o r  w i l d l i f e  s p e c i e s  w e r e  o b s e r v e d  

d u r i n g  t h e  S u r v e y .  L i k e w i s e ,  n o  w e t l a n d / r i p a r i a n  p l a n t  s p e c i e s  

w e r e  o b s e r v e d  d u r i n g  t h e  S u r v e y ,  i n c l u d i n g  a n  a b s e n c e  o f  

r i p a r i a n  p l a n t  s p e c i e s  w i t h i n  t h e  g u l c h  h o s t i n g  a  b l a c k  p i p e  

( t h a t  c a r r i e s  w a t e r  d o w n w a r d  o n  t h e  S i t e  t o  a  p o r t i o n  o f  L a  

H o n d a  C r e e k  t h a t  i s  o f f  t h e  S i t e )  ( S e e  A p p e n d i x  B ,  P h o t o  6 ) .  

L i k e w i s e ,  n o  w e t l a n d / r i p a r i a n  p l a n t  s p e c i e s  o c c u r  a t  t h e  

g u l c h ’ s  t o p  o f  b a n k  o r  a n y w h e r e  e l s e  o n  t h e  S i t e .   

 

C o m m o n  p l a n t  s p e c i e s  o b s e r v e d  d u r i n g  t h e  S u r v e y  a m o n g  t h e  

S i t e ’ s  n a t u r a l  a r e a s  i n c l u d e d  C a l i f o r n i a  B a y  ( U m b e l l u l a r i a  

c a l i f o r n i c a ) ,  C o a s t  L i v e  O a k  ( Q u e r c u s  a g r i f o l i a ) ,  C o a s t a l  

R e d w o o d  ( S e q u o i a  s e m p e r v i r e n s ) ,  M a d r o n e  ( A r t b u t u s  

m e n z i e s i i ) ,  W e s t e r n  S w o r d  F e r n  ( P o l y s t i c h u m  m u n i t u m ) ,  W o o d  

F e r n  ( D r y o p t e r i s  f i l i x - m a s ) ,  C o m m o n  Y e l l o w  W o o d s o r r e l l  

( O x a l i s  s t r i c t a ) ,  B e d s t r a w  ( G a l i u m  a p a r i n e ) ,  F r e n c h  B r o o m  

( G e n i s t a  m o n s p e s s u l a n a ) ,  H i m a l a y a n  B l a c k b e r r y  ( R u b u s  

d i s c o l o r ) ,  E n g l i s h  I v y  ( H e d e r a  h e l i x ) ,  G e r m a n  I v y  ( D e l a i r e a  

o d o r a t a ) ,  a n d  P o i s o n  O a k  ( T o x i c o d e n d r o n  d i v e r s i l o b u m ) .  

 

T o g e t h e r ,  t h e  a b o v e  p l a n t  s p e c i e s  f o r m  a  C a l i f o r n i a  B a y - C o a s t  

L i v e  O a k  v e g e t a t i o n  h a b i t a t  c o m p l e x  t h a t  i s  t y p i c a l  f o r  m o i s t ,  

f o r e s t e d  M i l l  V a l l e y  p a r c e l s  s u c h  a s  t h e  o n e  o n  t h e  S i t e  a n d  i n  
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t h e  r e g i o n 17
.  T h i s  k i n d  o f  h a b i t a t  i s  e s p e c i a l l y  c o m m o n  i n  

c e n t r a l  a n d  n o r t h e r n  C a l i f o r n i a  w h e r e  n o r t h - f a c i n g  s l o p e s  

s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  S i t e ’ s  e x i s t .   

 

N o n e  o f  t h e  a b o v e  p l a n t  s p e c i e s  o n  t h e  a b o v e  l i s t  i s  c o n s i d e r e d  

a  r a r e ,  s p e c i a l - s t a t u s  s p e c i e s  b a s e d  o n  d e s i g n a t i o n s  d e v e l o p e d  

b y  t h e  C a l i f o r n i a  N a t i v e  P l a n t  S o c i e t y  ( C N P S )  a n d  v i a  a  q u e r y  

o f  i t s  w e b  s i t e  f o r  t h e  r e g i o n  w i t h i n  w h i c h  t h e  S i t e  o c c u r s ,  

i n c l u d i n g  t h e  L a  H o n d a  7 . 5 - m i n u t e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  G e o l o g i c a l  

S u r v e y  ( U S G S )  q u a d r a n g l e  a n d  a l l  o f  i t s  s u r r o u n d i n g  

q u a d r a n g l e s 18.  

 

B e f o r e  t h e  S u r v e y  o c c u r r e d ,  a  l i s t  o f  t h e  r e g i o n ’ s  r a r e ,  s p e c i a l -

s t a t u s  p l a n t  s p e c i e s  c a n d i d a t e s  f o r  t h e  S i t e  w e r e  n o t e d  d u r i n g  

a n  o n l i n e  s e a r c h  v i a  t h e  C N P S  w e b  s i t e 19.  ( S e e  A p p e n d i x  C ,  

b e l o w . )   

 

N o n e  o f  t h e  c a n d i d a t e  s p e c i e s  o b t a i n e d  f r o m  t h e  o n l i n e  s e a r c h  

a t  t h e  C N P S  w e b  s i t e  w e r e  s e e n  d u r i n g  t h e  S u r v e y .   

 

A  l i s t  o f  p l a n t  s p e c i e s  o b s e r v e d  d u r i n g  t h e  S u r v e y  i s  p r e s e n t  i n  

A p p e n d i x  D ,  b e l o w .  A p p e n d i x  C  l i s t s  r a r e ,  s p e c i a l - s t a t u s  

w i l d l i f e  s p e c i e s  t h a t  h a v e  p o t e n t i a l  t o  o c c u r  i n  t h e  r e g i o n  

w i t h i n  w h i c h  t h e  S i t e  e x i s t s .  

 

 
17 Holland, Robert F. 1986. Preliminary Descriptions of the Terrestrial Natural Communities of California, page 87, Element 

Code 81310, California Dept. of Fish and Game, Sacramento, CA 
18 See the California Native Plant Society list for the La Honda 7.5-minute USGS quadrangle within which the Site occurs (along 

with all of its surrounding quadrangles): 

https://rareplants.cnps.org/Search/result?frm=T&crpr=1A:1B:2A:2B&ccl=SMT&sl=1&quad=3712233:3712223:3712234:3712243:3

712242:3712222:3712232:&elev=:m:o 
19 Ibid. 
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N o t e  t h e  p l a n t  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  S u r v e y  o c c u r r e d  

o u t s i d e  t h e  p e r i o d  f o r  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  p o t e n t i a l  r a r e ,  s p e c i a l -

s t a t u s  p l a n t  s p e c i e s  p o t e n t i a l l y  p r e s e n t  o n  t h e  S i t e .  E v e n  

d u r i n g  t h e  o p t i m u m ,  t y p i c a l  p l a n t  s p e c i e s  b l o o m i n g  p e r i o d  o n  

t h e  S i t e  ( M a r c h  t h r o u g h  J u n e ,  a n n u a l l y ) ,  r a r e ,  s p e c i a l - s t a t u s  

p l a n t  s p e c i e s  w o u l d  n o t  b e  e x p e c t e d  t o  o c c u r  o n  t h e  S i t e  d u e  t o  

c o m p e t i t i o n  f r o m  i n v a s i v e ,  n o n - n a t i v e  p l a n t  s p e c i e s  a l r e a d y  

p r e s e n t  a n d ,  i n  a d d i t i o n ,  d u e  t o  p e r i o d i c  h u m a n  d i s t u r b a n c e  o n  

t h e  S i t e .  

 

A s  f o r  w i l d l i f e  s p e c i e s  o n  t h e  S u r v e y ,  n o  c o m m o n  o r  r a r e ,  

s p e c i a l - s t a t u s  s p e c i e s  w e r e  o b s e r v e d  s o  n o n e  a p p e a r  i n  t h e  

A p p e n d i x  D  l i s t .  A p p e n d i x  C  h o s t s  r a r e ,  s p e c i a l - s t a t u s  w i l d l i f e  

s p e c i e s  t h a t  h a v e  p o t e n t i a l  t o  o c c u r  i n  t h e  r e g i o n  w i t h i n  w h i c h  

t h e  S i t e  e x i s t s .   

 

T h e  t w o  p r e v i o u s l y  m e n t i o n e d  r a p t o r s —  R e d - s h o u l d e r e d  H a w k  

a n d  G r e a t  H o r n e d  O w l  —  w e r e  n o t  p r e s e n t  d u r i n g  t h e  S u r v e y  

n o r  w e r e  t h e i r  n e s t s .  T h e  a b s e n c e  o f  t h e s e  t w o  c o m m o n  r a p t o r  

s p e c i e s  i s  n o t  s u r p r i s i n g ,  g i v e n  t h e y  o f t e n  p r e f e r  e i t h e r  l a r g e r  

p a r c e l s  t h a n  t h e  S i t e ’ s  a n d  l e s s  c l o s e  p r o x i m i t y  t o  r e s i d e n t i a l  

h o u s e s  a n d  a s s o c i a t e d  p e r i o d i c  h u m a n  d i s t u r b a n c e .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  

e v i d e n c e  o f  p a s t  r a p t o r  n e s t s  w a s  n o t  s e e n  d u r i n g  t h e  S u r v e y  o n  

t h e  S i t e .  

 

L i k e w i s e ,  A n n a ’ s  H u m m i n g b i r d  i n d i v i d u a l s  w e r e  n o t  s e e n  

d u r i n g  t h e  S u r v e y  a n d  n o n e  o f  t h i s  s p e c i e s  n e s t s  w e r e  o b s e r v e d  

d u r i n g  t h e  S u r v e y .   

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2 8  

 

7 .  C o n c l u s i o n s  A n d  R e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  

 

A s  m e n t i o n e d  a b o v e  i n  t h e  I n t r o d u c t i o n ,  t h e  P r o j e c t  a c t i o n s  a r e  

n o t  e x p e c t e d  t o  r e s u l t  i n  n e g a t i v e  i m p a c t s  u p o n  t h e  S i t e ’ s  

w a t e r c o u r s e s  a n d  a n y  r a r e ,  s p e c i a l - s t a t u s  p l a n t  a n d  w i l d l i f e  

s p e c i e s .  L i k e w i s e ,  t h e  C u l v e r  w a t e r c o u r s e  d o e s  h o s t  w e t l a n d ,  

r i p a r i a n  p l a n t  s p e c i e s  n o r  d o e s  i t s  t o p  o f  b a n k .  

 

S i g n i f i c a n t  t o  t h e  P r o j e c t  m e t h o d  p r e s c r i p t i o n ,  n o t e  h o w  

s e v e r a l  a v o i d a n c e  m e a s u r e  d e s i g n  e l e m e n t s  w i l l  b e  

i m p l e m e n t e d  t o  a v o i d  s i l t  r u n o f f  a n d  e r o s i o n  e f f e c t s  t h a t  c o u l d  

p o t e n t i a l l y  o c c u r  d u r i n g  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  a f o r e m e n t i o n e d  

t u r n a r o u n d  a n d  t h e  r e m o v a l  o f  t h e  t h r e e  t r e e s .    

 

A m o n g  t h e  1 9  t r e e s  s c h e d u l e d  f o r  r e m o v a l ,  n o n e  a r e  d e s i g n a t e d  

h e r i t a g e  t r e e s  b y  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  b e c a u s e  n o n  e x c e e d  4 8  i n c h e s  

o r  m o r e  D i a m e t e r  B r e a s t  H e i g h t  ( D B H ) .  A s  a  r e s u l t ,  n o  

m i t i g a t i o n  i s  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  t h i s  d y n a m i c ,  i n  t e r m s  o f  

r e p l a c e m e n t  t r e e s  f o r  t h o s e  s c h e d u l e d  f o r  r e m o v a l .  

 

A s  f o r  t h e  d e s i g n  e l e m e n t s  r e l a t e d  a d d i n g  b a r r i c a d e s  a d j a c e n t  

t o  t h e  t u r n a r o u n d  a r e a  i m m e d i a t e l y  a d j a c e n t  t o  i t s  t u r n a r o u n d  

e n d p o i n t  ( i . e . ,  s o u t h - s o u t h e a s t  p o r t i o n  o f  d r i v e w a y ) ,  n o t e  t h e  

O w n e r  i s  a d v i s e d  t o  e n s u r e  w o r k e r s  a d h e r e  t o  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  

a v o i d a n c e  m e a s u r e s  ( i . e . ,  B e s t  M a n a g e m e n t  P r a c t i c e s ) :  

 

•  H a b i t a t  P r o t e c t i o n :  D i s t u r b a n c e  a n d  r e m o v a l  o f  v e g e t a t i o n  

o n  t h e  S i t e  a n d  a d j a c e n t  t o  t h e  a )  t u r n a r o u n d ;  b )  d r i v e w a y  

b a r r i c a d e ;  a n d  c )  a n d  o t h e r  b a r r i c a d e s  a d d e d  t o  t h e  S i t e  

d u r i n g  t h e  P r o j e c t  w i l l  n o t  e x c e e d  t h e  m i n i m u m  n e c e s s a r y  

t o  c o m p l e t e  t h e  P r o j e c t .   
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•  W i l d l i f e  P r o t e c t i o n  A c t i o n s :  A t  t h e  e n d  o f  e a c h  w o r k  d a y ,  

a l l  t r e n c h e s  a n d  h o l e s  g r e a t e r  t h a n  o n e - f o o t  d e e p  w i l l  b e  

c o v e r e d  t o  p r e v e n t  w i l d l i f e  f r o m  e n t e r i n g .  W h e n  t r e n c h e s  

c a n n o t  b e  f u l l y  c o v e r e d ,  a n  e s c a p e  r a m p  w i l l  b e  p l a c e d  a t  

e a c h  e n d  o f  a n y  c o n s t r u c t e d  o p e n  t r e n c h  t o  a l l o w  w i l d l i f e  

t h a t  m a y  h a v e  b e c o m e  e n t r a p p e d  i n  t h e  t r e n c h  t o  c l i m b  o u t  

o v e r n i g h t .   

 

T h e  r a m p  w i l l  b e  c o n s t r u c t e d  w i t h  w o o d  p l a n k i n g  o r  o t h e r  

s u i t a b l e  m a t e r i a l  t h a t  i s  p l a c e d  a t  a n  a n g l e  n o t  g r e a t e r  t h a n  

3 0  d e g r e e s .  D a i l y  b e f o r e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  b e g i n s ,  a l l  

c o n s t r u c t i o n  p i p e s  o r  s i m i l a r  s t r u c t u r e s  g r e a t e r  t h a n  t w o  

i n c h e s  i n  d i a m e t e r  s t o r e d  n i g h t l y  a t  t h e  S i t e  s h a l l  b e  

i n s p e c t e d  f o r  w i l d l i f e  b e f o r e  t h e  p i p e  o r  s i m i l a r  s t r u c t u r e  i s  

b u r i e d ,  c a p p e d ,  u s e d ,  o r  m o v e d .   

 

•  P r e v e n t i o n  A c t i o n s :  A l l  t o o l s ,  b o o t s ,  a n d  o t h e r  p r o j e c t -

r e l a t e d  e q u i p m e n t  w i l l  b e  i n s p e c t e d  d a i l y  i n  t h e  m o r n i n g  

b e f o r e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  b e g i n s  f o r  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  p r e s e n c e  o f  

c o m m o n  a n d  r a r e ,  s p e c i a l - s t a t u s  w i l d l i f e  s p e c i e s .   

 

T o  e n s u r e  t h e  S i t e  d o e s  n o t  a t t r a c t  a d d i t i o n a l  c o m m o n  a n d  

r a r e ,  s p e c i a l - s t a t u s  w i l d l i f e  s p e c i e s  d u r i n g  c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  a l l  

l o o s e  p l a n t  m a t e r i a l s  a n d  w i l d l i f e  r e m n a n t s  w i l l  b e  r e m o v e d  

d a i l y  b y  w o r k e r s  b e f o r e  w o r k  b e g i n s  a t  t h e  S i t e .  

 

I n  a d d i t i o n ,  a l l  p i p e s ,  h o s e s ,  o r  s i m i l a r  s t r u c t u r e s  f e w e r  

t h a n  1 2  i n c h e s  i n  d i a m e t e r  w i l l  b e  c l o s e d  o r  c o v e r e d  a t  t h e  

e n d  o f  e a c h  w o r k  d a y  t o  p r e v e n t  w i l d l i f e  e n t r y .   

 
•  E r o s i o n  A n d  S e d i m e n t  C o n t r o l :  O t h e r  B M P s  t h a t  w i l l  b e  

e m p l o y e d  d u r i n g  t h e  P r o j e c t  w i l l  i n c l u d e  t h o s e  r e l a t e d  t o  

e r o s i o n  a n d  s e d i m e n t  c o n t r o l .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  a s  a n  e r o s i o n  

c o n t r o l  a c t i o n ,  n o  s o i l  r u n o f f  w i l l  b e  a l l o w e d  t o  e n t e r  t h e  

c u l v e r t .  P r e v e n t i o n  o f  s o i l  s e d i m e n t  r u n o f f  w i l l  i n c l u d e  
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P r o j e c t  d e s i g n  e l e m e n t s  s u c h  a s  a )  t h e  a d d i t i o n  o f  a  

b a r r i c a d e  i m m e d i a t e l y  s o u t h - s o u t h e a s t  o f  t h e  t u r n a r o u n d ;  

a n d  b )  t h e  p l a c e m e n t  o f  s t r a w  w a t t l e  a t  t h e  s o u t h  a n d  s o u t h -

s o u t h e a s t  e n d  o f  t h e  t u r n a r o u n d  w h e r e  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  r u n o f f  

c o u l d  o c c u r  d u r i n g  P r o j e c t  a c t i v i t i e s  w h e n  r a i n  e v e n t s  

o c c u r .   

 

•  R a r e ,  S p e c i a l - S t a t u s  W i l d l i f e  S p e c i e s  E n c o u n t e r e d  D u r i n g  

P r o j e c t  W o r k :  I f  r a r e ,  s p e c i a l - s t a t u s  w i l d l i f e  s p e c i e s  a r e  

e n c o u n t e r e d  d u r i n g  t h e  P r o j e c t ,  i t  w i l l  b e  s u s p e n d e d  u n t i l  

g u i d a n c e  f r o m  a  p r o f e s s i o n a l  B i o l o g i s t  r e s u l t s .  T h i s  a c t i o n  

w i l l  r e s u l t  f r o m  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  s u p e r v i s o r  i m m e d i a t e l y  

c o n t a c t i n g  t h e  B i o l o g i s t  s o  t h a t  s / h e  c a n  d e t e r m i n e  a c t i o n  t o  

p r e v e n t  h a r a s s m e n t  a n d / o r  m o r t a l i t y  f o r  a n y  e n c o u n t e r s  

r a r e ,  s p e c i a l - s t a t u s  w i l d l i f e  s p e c i e s .  U n t i l  t h e  e n c o u n t e r e d  

w i l d l i f e  s p e c i e s  i s / a r e  d e t e r m i n e d  s a f e  b y  t h e  B i o l o g i s t ’ s  

a c t i o n s ,  t h e  P r o j e c t  w i l l  c e a s e .  

 

I n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  a b o v e  b u l l e t  p o i n t  a v o i d a n c e  m e a s u r e ,  t h e  

f o l l o w i n g  r a r e ,  s p e c i a l - s t a t u s  s p e c i e s  a s s e s s e d  a b o v e  a r e  

a d d r e s s e d  b e l o w  i n  t e r m s  o f  a d v i s o r y  g u i d e l i n e s  t h e  O w n e r  

s h o u l d  e x e c u t e ,  i f  n e c e s s a r y ,  t o  e n s u r e  c o m p l i a n c e  w i t h  

R e g u l a t o r y  M e a s u r e s  c o r r e s p o n d i n g  t o  e a c h  s p e c i e s :  

 

S a n  F r a n c i s c o  D u s k y - f o o t e d  W o o d r a t .  G i v e n  t h e  S i t e  h a s  t h e  

p o t e n t i a l  t o  a t t r a c t  S a n  F r a n c i s c o  d u s k y - f o o t e d  W o o d r a t  a m i d  

f o r e s t e d  p o r t i o n s  o f  t h e  p r o p e r t y ,  i m p a c t s  t o  t h i s  s p e c i e s  a r e  

p o s s i b l e .  

 

I n  r e s p o n s e  a s  a n  a v o i d a n c e  m e a s u r e ,  i t  i s  a d v i s e d  t h e  O w n e r  i n  

t h e  f u t u r e  s h a l l  h a v e  a  q u a l i f i e d  W i l d l i f e  B i o l o g i s t  c o n d u c t  a  

s u r v e y  o f  a l l  p o t e n t i a l l y  a f f e c t e d  f o r e s t e d  a r e a s  f o r  p o t e n t i a l  

p r e s e n c e  o f  S a n  F r a n c i s c o  D u s k y - f o o t e d  W o o d r a t  n e s t  h o u s e s ,  

e s p e c i a l l y  a m i d  h a b i t a t  n e a r  t h e  t u r n a r o u n d  a r e a .  T h e  s u r v e y e d  

a r e a  s h o u l d  e x t e n d  b e y o n d  f o r e s t e d  a r e a s  o n  t h e  S i t e  w h e r e  o n e  

o r  m o r e  o f  t h e  1 9  t r e e s  a r e  s c h e d u l e d  f o r  r e m o v a l ,  a n d  e x t e n d  
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u p  t o  1 0 0  f e e t  f r o m  e a c h  t r e e  t h a t  o c c u r s  a m i d  o r  a d j a c e n t  t o  

f o r e s t  h a b i t a t .  

 

I f  o n e  o r  m o r e  w o o d r a t  n e s t s  a r e  f o u n d  d u r i n g  t h e  f u t u r e  

s u r v e y ,  t h e n  a  m a n a g e m e n t  p l a n  s t r a t e g y  w i l l  b e  d e v e l o p e d  t o  

e i t h e r  p r o t e c t  t h e  n e s t  h o u s e  i n  p l a c e  w i t h  a p p r o p r i a t e  b u f f e r  

z o n e s  o r  t o  r e l o c a t e  a  n e s t  h o u s e ( s )  b a s e d  o n  t h e  p l a n ’ s  

a p p r o v a l  a f t e r  i t  i s  r e v i e w e d  b y  C D F W .    

 

N e s t i n g  a n d  M i g r a t o r y  B i r d s .  R e m o v a l  o f  t h e  1 9  t r e e s  c o u l d  

p o t e n t i a l l y  n e g a t i v e l y  i m p a c t  s u i t a b l e  g r o u n d  l a y e r  h a b i t a t  f o r  

n e s t i n g  b y  s e v e r a l  b i r d  s p e c i e s  p r o t e c t e d  b y  t h e  M i g r a t o r y  B i r d  

T r e a t y  A c t  ( a  f e d e r a l  l a w )  a n d  t w o  b i r d  n e s t  p r o t e c t i o n  

r e g u l a t o r y  c o d e s  e n f o r c e d  b y  t h e  C D F W .  

 

F o r  t h i s  r e a s o n ,  a  f u t u r e  n e s t i n g  b i r d  s u r v e y  s h o u l d  b e  

c o n d u c t e d  o n  t h e  S i t e  a m i d  t h e  1 9  t r e e s ,  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  b u f f e r  

z o n e  i n  a l l  d i r e c t i o n s  f r o m  e a c h  o f  t h e  1 9  t r e e s  ( 5 0  f e e t  f o r  

s o n g b i r d  s p e c i e s  a n d  2 5 0  f e e t  f o r  r a p t o r  s p e c i e s ) .  T h i s  s u r v e y  

a c t i o n  i s  a  n o r m a l ,  s t a n d a r d  m e t h o d  t h a t  w i l l  e n s u r e  

c o m p l i a n c e  w i t h  t h e  a f o r e m e n t i o n e d  f e d e r a l  a n d  s t a t e  a c t i v e  

n e s t  p r o t e c t i o n  r e g u l a t o r y  m e a s u r e s  t h a t  a r e  v a l i d  f r o m  

F e b r u a r y  1  t o  A u g u s t  3 1 ,  a n n u a l l y .  

 

I f  a c t i v e  b i r d  n e s t s  a r e  f o u n d  d u r i n g  a  f u t u r e  s u r v e y ,  

a p p r o p r i a t e  b u f f e r  z o n e s  s h o u l d  b e  e s t a b l i s h e d  a r o u n d  a l l  

a c t i v e  n e s t s  t o  p r o t e c t  n e s t i n g  a d u l t s  a n d  t h e i r  y o u n g  f r o m  

d i r e c t  o r  i n d i r e c t  i m p a c t s  r e l a t e d  t o  P r o j e c t  c o n s t r u c t i o n  

d i s t u r b a n c e  ( i . e . ,  5 0  f e e t  b u f f e r  z o n e  i n  e v e r y  d i r e c t i o n  f r o m  a  

a n  a c t i v e  s o n g b i r d  n e s t  a n d  2 5 0  f e e t  i n  e v e r y  d i r e c t i o n  f r o m  a n  

a c t i v e  r a p t o r  n e s t ) .  B u f f e r  z o n e s  s h o u l d  b e  m a i n t a i n e d  u n t i l  i t  

c a n  b e  d o c u m e n t e d  t h a t  e i t h e r  t h e  n e s t  h a s  f a i l e d  o r  n e w b o r n s  

h a v e  l e f t  a  n e s t  ( i . e . ,  f l e d g e d ) .  
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P o t e n t i a l  B a t  R o o s t s .  N o t i n g  t h e  P r o j e c t  h a s  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  t o  

n e g a t i v e l y  i m p a c t  r a r e ,  s p e c i a l - s t a t u s  b a t  s p e c i e s  ( n o t e d  a b o v e )  t h a t  

c o u l d  p o t e n t i a l l y  r o o s t  i n  t r e e  c a v i t i e s  o r  t h e i r  e x f o l i a t e d  b a r k ,  a  

f u t u r e  b a t  s u r v e y  s h o u l d  b e  c o n d u c t e d  b y  a  q u a l i f i e d  W i l d l i f e  

B i o l o g i s t .   

 

A  s u r v e y  i s  r e q u i r e d  b e c a u s e  C D F W  r e g u l a t i o n  c o d e  p r o h i b i t s  t h e  

d i s r u p t i o n  o f  a n  o c c u p i e d  n o n - b r e e d i n g  b a t  r o o s t  o r  t h e  l o s s  o f  a  

m a t e r n i t y  c o l o n y  o f  b a t s .  T h i s  k i n d  o f  h a r a s s m e n t  o r  m o r t a l i t y  u p o n  

b a t s  c o u l d  p o t e n t i a l l y  o c c u r  f r o m  P r o j e c t  a c t i v i t i e s  t h a t  d e s t r u c t  a  

r o o s t  s i t e  d u r i n g  r e m o v a l  o f  o n e  o r  m o r e  o f  t h e  1 9  t r e e s .  I f  t h e  b a t  

s u r v e y  r e s u l t s  i n  t h e  o b s e r v a t i o n  o f  r o o s t i n g  o r  m a t e r n a l  b a t  c o l o n i e s ,  

t h e n  a v o i d a n c e  m e a s u r e  s t r a t e g i e s  s h o u l d  b e  d e v e l o p e d ,  r e v i e w e d  a n d  

a p p r o v e d  a f t e r  s u b m i t t a l  t o  C D F W .   

 

( N o t e  t h e  b a t  s u r v e y  s h o u l d  b e  c o n d u c t e d  t o  c o i n c i d e  w i t h  t h e  

s e a s o n a l  p e r i o d s  o f  a c t i v e  b a t  p r e s e n c e :  M a y - S e p t e m b e r  t o  m o n i t o r  

f o r  t h e  p r e s e n c e / a b s e n c e  o f  m a t e r n a l  b a t  c o l o n i e s  a n d  f r o m  O c t o b e r -

A p r i l  f o r  “ o v e r - w i n t e r i n g , ”  r o o s t i n g  b a t s .   

 

I n  s u m m a r y ,  b a s e d  o n  i n f o r m a t i o n  d i s c u s s e d  a b o v e ,  I  b e l i e v e  

t h e  O w n e r ’ s  P r o j e c t  s h o u l d  r e c e i v e  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t ’ s  a p p r o v a l  

t o  p r o c e e d  w i t h o u t  d e l a y  w i t h  t h e  p r o v i s i o n  t h a t  t h e  f u t u r e  S a n  

F r a n c i s c o  D u s k y - f o o t e d  W o o d r a t ;  n e s t i n g  b i r d  s u r v e y ;  a n d  b a t  

s u r v e y  o c c u r  1 4  d a y s  o r  f e w e r  p r i o r  t o  t h e  i n i t i a t i o n  o f  P r o j e c t  

a c t i v i t i e s .  
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C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  b a s e d  o n  t h e  a b o v e  i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  m y  S u r v e y ,  I  c o n c l u d e  t h e  

S i t e  s h o u l d  q u a l i f y  f o r  m i n i s t e r i a l  a p p r o v a l  o f  a n  a p p l i c a t i o n  b y  t h e  O w n e r  t o  

s p l i t  t h e i r  p a r c e l  l o t .   

 

P l e a s e  l e t  m e  k n o w  i f  y o u  h a v e  q u e s t i o n s .  

 

S i n c e r e l y ,  

 

D a n i e l  E d e l s t e i n  

 

C o n s u l t i n g  B i o l o g i s t  &  C e r t i f i e d  W i l d l i f e  B i o l o g i s t  A s c .  

 

W a r b l e r W a t c h . c o m  
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A r e a  M a p  —  T h e  S i t e  a t  1 0 7 0 7  L a  H o n d a  R o a d ,  W o o d s i d e ,  C A  

9 4 0 6 2  ( r e d  t e a r  d r o p  s y m b o l ,  a b o v e )  ( S a n  M a t e o  C o u n t y )  

( A s s e s s o r ’ s  P a r c e l  0 7 8 - 1 9 0 - 2 1 0 )  i s  6 . 2 6  m i l e s  s o u t h - s o u t h w e s t  

m i l e s  o f  d o w n t o w n  W o o d s i d e .  

 

 

 

 

             

 

Daniel Edelstein · Environmental Scientist/Biologist · 12 Kingfisher Court  

Novato, CA 94949 · danieledelstein@att.net · 415-246-5404 · WarblerWatch.com 
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S i t e  M a p  —  T h e  S i t e  a t  1 0 7 0 7  L a  H o n d a  R o a d ,  W o o d s i d e ,             

C A  9 4 0 6 2  ( S a n  M a t e o  C o u n t y )  ( A s s e s s o r ’ s  P a r c e l                      

0 7 8 - 1 9 0 - 2 1 0 )  i s  2 . 5  a c r e s ,  a  p o r t i o n  o f  w h i c h  h o s t s  t h e  p e r e n n i a l  

w a t e r c o u r s e  L a  H o n d a  C r e e k  ( t o p  l e f t )  t h a t  f l o w s  n o r t h - s o u t h  

t h r o u g h  t h e  p a r c e l .  

             

 

Daniel Edelstein · Environmental Scientist/Biologist · 12 Kingfisher Court  

Novato, CA 94949 · danieledelstein@att.net · 415-246-5404 · WarblerWatch.com 
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P a r c e l  M a p  —  T h e  1 1 . 5 - a c r e  1 0 7 0 7  L a  H o n d a  R o a d ,                 

W o o d s i d e ,  C A  9 4 0 6 2  ( S a n  M a t e o  C o u n t y )  ( A s s e s s o r ’ s              

P a r c e l  0 7 8 - 1 9 0 - 2 1 0 )  p a r c e l  h o s t s  a  p e r e n n i a l  w a t e r c o u r s e            

( L a  H o n d a  C r e e k )  t h a t  e n t e r s  t h e  S i t e  a t  t w o  d i f f e r e n t             

p o r t i o n s  w h i l e  f l o w i n g  f r o m  n o r t h  t o  s o u t h .   

 

 

 

 

 

             

 

Daniel Edelstein · Environmental Scientist/Biologist · 12 Kingfisher Court  

Novato, CA 94949 · danieledelstein@att.net · 415-246-5404 · WarblerWatch.com 
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P h o t o  1  —  T h e  n a m e  p l a t e  a d d r e s s  a t  t h e  f r o n t  e n t r a n c e   o f  

r e s i d e n c e  1 0 7 0 7  L a  H o n d a  R o a d ,  W o o d s i d e ,  C A  9 4 0 6 2               

( S a n  M a t e o  C o u n t y )  ( A s s e s s o r ’ s  P a r c e l  0 7 8 - 1 9 0 - 2 1 0 )  

 

 

             

 

Daniel Edelstein · Environmental Scientist/Biologist · 12 Kingfisher Court  

Novato, CA 94949 · danieledelstein@att.net · 415-246-5404 · WarblerWatch.com 
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P h o t o  2  —  L o o k i n g  n o r t h  a n d  u p s l o p e  t h e  e n t r a n c e  a t  1 0 7 0 7  

L a  H o n d a  R o a d ,  W o o d s i d e ,  C A  9 4 0 6 2  ( S a n  M a t e o  C o u n t y )  

( A s s e s s o r ’ s  P a r c e l  0 7 8 - 1 9 0 - 2 1 0 ) ,  t h e  w o o d  r e t a i n i n g  w a l l  

( r i g h t  s i d e  o f  p h o t o )  w i l l  b e  r e p l a c e d  a f t e r  t h e  d r i v e w a y  i s  

w i d e n e d  a s  p a r t  o f  t h e  P r o j e c t .  

             

 

Daniel Edelstein · Environmental Scientist/Biologist · 12 Kingfisher Court  

Novato, CA 94949 · danieledelstein@att.net · 415-246-5404 · WarblerWatch.com 

              



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4 1  

 

 

 

P h o t o  3  —  L o o k i n g  n o r t h - n o r t h e a s t ,  a n o t h e r  v i e w  o f  t h e  r e t a i n i n g  

w a l l  t h a t  w i l l  b e  r e p l a c e d  o n  t h e  e a s t  s i d e  o f  t h e  d r i v e w a y  a f t e r  i t  

i s  w i d e n e d  a t  a t  1 0 7 0 7  L a  H o n d a  R o a d ,  W o o d s i d e ,  C A  9 4 0 6 2  ( S a n  

M a t e o  C o u n t y )  ( A s s e s s o r ’ s  P a r c e l  0 7 8 - 1 9 0 - 2 1 0 ) .  

             

 

Daniel Edelstein · Environmental Scientist/Biologist · 12 Kingfisher Court  

Novato, CA 94949 · danieledelstein@att.net · 415-246-5404 · WarblerWatch.com 
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P h o t o  4  —  L o o k i n g  n o r t h - n o r t h w e s t ,  t h e  g a r a g e  i s  s h o w n  o n  t h e  

S i t e  a t  1 0 7 0 7  L a  H o n d a  R o a d ,  W o o d s i d e ,  C A  9 4 0 6 2  ( S a n  M a t e o  

C o u n t y )  ( A s s e s s o r ’ s  P a r c e l  0 7 8 - 1 9 0 - 2 1 0 ) .  A s  p a r t  o f  t h e  P r o j e c t ,  a  

s e c o n d - s t o r y  w i l l  b e  a d d e d  t o  i t .  

 

 

 

 

             

 

Daniel Edelstein · Environmental Scientist/Biologist · 12 Kingfisher Court  

Novato, CA 94949 · danieledelstein@att.net · 415-246-5404 · WarblerWatch.com 
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P h o t o  5  —  L o o k i n g  w e s t - n o r t h w e s t ,  t h e  b o t t o m  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  

c u r r e n t  d r i v e w a y  a n d  p a r k i n g  a r e a  i s  s h o w n  a t  1 0 7 0 7  L a  H o n d a  

R o a d ,  W o o d s i d e ,  C A  9 4 0 6 2  ( S a n  M a t e o  C o u n t y )  ( A s s e s s o r ’ s  P a r c e l  

0 7 8 - 1 9 0 - 2 1 0 ) .  T h i s  a r e a  w i l l  b e  e x p a n d e d  a s  a  t u r n - a r o u n d  a r e a  a s  

p a r t  o f  t h e  P r o j e c t .  

 

 

             

 

Daniel Edelstein · Environmental Scientist/Biologist · 12 Kingfisher Court  

Novato, CA 94949 · danieledelstein@att.net · 415-246-5404 · WarblerWatch.com 
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P h o t o  6  —  L o o k i n g  s o u t h w e s t ,  a  C u l v e r  c o n t a i n s  a                    

b l a c k  p i p e  t h a t  f l o w s  i n t o  L a  H o n d a  C r e e k  t h a t  o c c u r s         

d o w n s l o p e  f r o m  t h e  s c e n e  a t  1 0 7 0 7  L a  H o n d a  R o a d ,             

W o o d s i d e ,  C A  9 4 0 6 2  ( S a n  M a t e o  C o u n t y )                        

( A s s e s s o r ’ s  P a r c e l  0 7 8 - 1 9 0 - 2 1 0 ) .  A s  m e n t i o n e d                           

i n  t h e  t e x t  a b o v e ,  t h e  C u l v e r ’ s  b e d  a n d  t o p  o f  b a n k s                     

d o  n o t  h o s t  w e t l a n d / r i p a r i a n  p l a n t  s p e c i e s .  

             

 

Daniel Edelstein · Environmental Scientist/Biologist · 12 Kingfisher Court  

Novato, CA 94949 · danieledelstein@att.net · 415-246-5404 · WarblerWatch.com 
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P h o t o  7  —  L o o k i n g  s o u t h e a s t  t o w a r d  t h e  C u l v e r  ( S e e  a b o v e  P h o t o  

6 ) ,  t w o  t r e e s  s c h e d u l e d  f o r  r e m o v a l  a r e  s h o w n  ( c e n t e r  a n d  c e n t e r -

r i g h t  i n  p h o t o )  a t  1 0 7 0 7  L a  H o n d a  R o a d ,  W o o d s i d e ,  C A  9 4 0 6 2  ( S a n  

M a t e o  C o u n t y )  ( A s s e s s o r ’ s  P a r c e l  0 7 8 - 1 9 0 - 2 1 0 ) .  A v o i d a n c e  

m e a s u r e s  t o  p r e v e n t  n e g a t i v e  i m p a c t s  u p o n  t h e  n e a r b y  C u l v e r ’ s  b e d  

a n d  t o p  o f  b a n k  a r e  n o t e d  i n  t h e  a b o v e  t e x t ,  b a s e d  o n  t h e  s c h e d u l e d  

r e m o v a l  o f  t h e s e  t w o  t r e e s .  

             

 

Daniel Edelstein · Environmental Scientist/Biologist · 12 Kingfisher Court  

Novato, CA 94949 · danieledelstein@att.net · 415-246-5404 · WarblerWatch.com 
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P h o t o  8  —  L o o k i n g  s o u t h e a s t  a n d  u p w a r d  f r o m  a  b r i d g e  t h a t  g o e s  

o v e r  t h e  C u l v e r  s h o w n  i n  P h o t o  6 ,  a b o v e ,  t r e e  # 1 1  i s  s h o w n  a s  o n e  

t h a t  w i l l  b e  r e m o v e d  a s  p a r t  o f  t h e  P r o j e c t  a t  1 0 7 0 7  L a  H o n d a  R o a d ,  

W o o d s i d e ,  C A  9 4 0 6 2  ( S a n  M a t e o  C o u n t y )  ( A s s e s s o r ’ s  P a r c e l  0 7 8 -

1 9 0 - 2 1 0 ) .  

             

 

Daniel Edelstein · Environmental Scientist/Biologist · 12 Kingfisher Court  

Novato, CA 94949 · danieledelstein@att.net · 415-246-5404 · WarblerWatch.com 

              

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Appendix C 

 

Rare, Special Status Plant Species Documented  

to Exist in the Vicinity of the Project Area, San Mateo County, California 

  



 

 

SPECIES1 STATUS2 

FED/STATE/CNPS 

HABITAT/RANGE OCCURRENCE 

San Mateo thorn-mint 

(Acanthomintha duttonii) 

FE/CE/1B.

1 

Chaparral, valley and foothill coastal scrub, 

vernal pools. Endemic from very uncommon 
San Mateo serpentine vertisol clays. 50-200m. 

Not present. Suitable habitat 

not found on site. 

Franciscan onion 

(Allium 

peninsulare 
franciscanum) 

-/-/1B.2 Found in cismontane woodland and valley and 

foothill grassland in clay soils and serpentine on 
dry hillsides. 100-300m. 

Not present. Suitable habitat 

not found on site. 

Bent-flowered fiddleneck 

(Amsinckia lunaris) 

--/--/1B.2 Cismontane woodland, valley and foothill 

grassland. 5-500m 

Not present. Suitable habitat 

is not found at the site. 

Kings Mountain manzanita 

(Arctostaphylos 
regismontana) 

-/-/1B.2 Broadleaved upland forest, chaparral, North 

Coast coniferous forest, on granitic or sandstone 
outcrops. 305-730m. 

Not present. Suitable habitat 

not found on site. 

Coastal marsh milk-vetch 
(Astragalus pycnostachyus 
var. pycnostachyus) 

-/-/1B.2 Found in mesic sites in dunes or along streams in 
coastal dunes and coastal salt marshes. 0-30m. 

Not present. Suitable habitat 
not found on site. 

Points Reyes salty bird’s 

beak (Chloropyron 

maritimum ssp. palustre) 

 

-/-/1A 

Usually in coastal salt marsh with Salicornia, 

Distichlis, Jaumea, Spartina, etc. 0-15m. 

Not present. Suitable habitat 

is not found at the site. 

Fountain thistle 

(Cirsium fontinale fontinale) 

-/-/1B.2 Endemic to serpentine seeps in valley and 

foothill grassland and chaparral in San Mateo 
County. 90-180m. 

Not present. Suitable habitat 

not found on site. 

San Francisco collinsia 

(Collinsia multicolor) 
FE/CE/1B.

1 

Found in closed-cone coniferous forest and 

coastal scrub. Usually on decomposed 
mudstone shale mixed with humus. 30-250m. 

Not present. Suitable habitat 

not found on site. 

Western leatherwood 

(Dirca occidentalis) 
-/-/1B.2 On brushy slopes and mesic sites mostly in 

mixed evergreen and foothill woodland 
communities. 30-550m. 

Not present. Suitable habitat 

not found on site. 



 

 

SPECIES1 STATUS2 

FED/STATE/CNPS 

HABITAT/RANGE OCCURRENCE 

San Mateo woolly sunflower 

(Eriophyllum latilobum) 
-/-/1B.2 Endemic to cismontane woodland in San Mateo 

County, often on roadcuts and serpentine. 45- 
150m. 

Not present. Suitable habitat 

not found on site. 

Hillsborough chocolate lily 

(Fritillaria biflora ineziana) 
FE/CE/1B.

1 

Endemic to serpentine cismontane woodland, 

valley and foothill grassland of San Mateo 
County. Known from Hillsborough. 

Not present. Suitable habitat 

not found on site. 

Fragrant fritillary 

(Fritillaria liliacea) 

-/-/1B.1 Coastal scrub, valley and foothill grassland, 

coastal prairie, often on ultramafic soils. 3- 
410m. 

Not present. Suitable habitat 

not found on site. 

Short-leaved evax 

(Hesperevax sparsiflora var. 
brevifolia) 

-/-/1B.2 Sandy bluffs and flats in Coastal bluff scrub, 

coastal dunes. 0-200M. 

Not present. Suitable habitat 

not found on site. 

Marin western flax 

(Hesperolinon congestum) 
FT/CT/1B.

1 

Chaparral, valley and foothill grassland. Found 

in serpentine barrens and serpentine grassland 
and chaparral. 30-365 m. 

Not present. Suitable habitat 

is not found at the site. 

Crystal Springs lessingia 
(Lessingia arachnoidea) 

-/-/1B.2 Grassy slopes, roadsides in serpentine soils of 
coastal sage scrub, valley and foothill grassland 
and cismontane woodland. 60-200m. 

Not present. Suitable habitat 
not found on site. 

Arcuate bush mallow 

(Malacothamnus arcuatus) 

-/-/1B.2 Found in gravelly alluvium in chaparral. 80- 

355m. 

Not present. Suitable habitat 

not found on site. 

Woodland woollythreads 

(Monolopia gracilens) 
-/-/1B.2 Chaparral, valley and foothill grasslands 

(serpentine), cismontane woodland, broadleaved 

upland forests, North Coast coniferous forest. 

Found in grassy sites in openings in sandy to 

rocky soils. Often seen on serpentine after burns 

but may have only weak 
affinity to serpentine. 100-1200m. 

Not present. Suitable habitat 

not found on site. 

White-rayed pentachaeta 

(Pentachaeta bellidiflora) 
FE/CE/1B.

1 

Mostly on soils derived from serpentine bedrock 

or open, dry rocky slopes and grassy areas of 
valley and foothill grassland. 35-620m. 

Not present. Suitable habitat 

is not found at the site. 



 

 

SPECIES1 STATUS2 

FED/STATE/CNPS 

HABITAT/RANGE OCCURRENCE 

Choris’s popcornflower 

(Plagiobothrys chorisianus) 

--/--/1B.2 Grassy and moist places, coastal scrub, 

chaparral; < 100m. 

Not present. Suitable habitat 

not found on site. 

Chaparral ragwort 

(Senecio aphanactis) 

B/B/1B.2 Known from foothill woodland and chaparral 
habitats. 

Not present. Suitable habitat 

not found on site. 

San Francisco campion 
(Silene verecunda 
veracunda) 

-/-/2B.2 Often on mudstone or shale in coastal scrub, 
valley and foothill grassland, coastal bluff scrub, 
chaparral and coastal prairie. 

Not present. Suitable habitat 

not found on site. 

Saline clover 

(Trifolium depauperatum 

var. hydrophilum) 

-/-/1B.2 Found in mesic alkaline sites in marshes and 

swamps, valley and foothill grassland and vernal 
pools. 0-300m. 

Not present. Suitable habitat 

not found on site. 

San Francisco owl’s clover 

(Triphysaria floribunda) 

-/-/1B.2 Coastal prairie, valley and foothill grassland, on 

both serpentine and non-serpentine. 10-160m. 

Not present. Suitable habitat 

not found on site. 
 

1. Source: California Natural Diversity Data Base, Natural Heritage Division, California Department of Fish and Wildlife for the La Honda 

7.5 Minute Quadrangle Map and surrounding areas, February 21, 2023 query. 
 

2. Status Codes: 
FE Federally listed Endangered 
FT Federally listed Threatened 
FPE Federally Proposed Endangered 

FPT Federally Proposed Threatened 

CE California State-listed Endangered 
CT California State-listed Threatened 
CR California Rare 
FP California Fully Protected 
CSC California Species of Special Concern 

 

California Rare Plant Rank 1A: Plants presumed extirpated in California and either rare or extinct elsewhere. 

California Rare Plant Rank 1B: Plants rare, threatened, or endangered in California and elsewhere. 
California Rare Plant Rank 2A: Plants presumed extirpated in California, but more common elsewhere. 
California Rare Plant Rank 2B: Plants rare, threatened, or endangered in California, but more numerous elsewhere. 

California Rare Plant Rank 3: Plants about which more information is needed – a review list. 



 

California Rare Plant Rank 4: Plants of limited distribution – a watch list. 

CNPS Threat Ranks 
0.1-Seriously threatened in California (over 80% of occurrences threatened / high degree and immediacy of threat) 
0.2-Moderately threatened in California (20-80% occurrences threatened / moderate degree and immediacy of threat) 
0.3-Not very threatened in California (<20% of occurrences threatened / low degree and immediacy of threat or no current threats known) 



 

 

 

 

Rare, Special Status Wildlife Species Documented  

to Exist in the Vicinity of the Project Area, San Mateo County, California 

 

  



 

 

SPECIES1 STATUS2 

FED/STATE 

HABITAT OCCURRENCE ON THE 

PROJECT SITE 

WILDLIFE 

Invertebrates 

Edgewood blind harvestman 

(Calicina minor) 
--/-- Found in open grassland in areas of serpentine 

bedrock; found on the underside of moist 

serpentine rocks near permanent 
springs. 

Not present. Suitable habitat not 

found at the site. 

Edgewood Park micro-blind 

harvestman 
(Microcina edgewoodensis) 

--/-- Open grassland in xeric environments. Found 

beneath serpentine rocks in grassland adjacent 

to scrub oaks. 

Not present. Suitable habitat not 

found at the site. 

Ricksecker’s water scavenger 

beetle 
(Hydrochara rickseckeri) 

-/-- Known from aquatic habitats in the San 

Francisco Bay Area. 

Not present. Suitable habitat not 

found at the site. 

San Francisco Fork-tailed 

damselfly 

(Ischnura gemina) 

--/-- Inhabits small, marshy ponds and ditches with 

emergent and floating aquatic vegetation. 

Endemic to the San Francisco 
Bay Area. 

Not present. Suitable habitat not 

found at the site. 

Obscure Bumble bee 

(Bombus caliginosus) 

--/-- Found in Coastal areas from Santa Barbara 

County north to Washington State. Food plant 

genera include Baccharis, Cirsium, Lupinus, 

Lotus, Grindelia and Phacelia. 

This uncommon species could 

occur almost anywhere in the 

general area of the site and is 

included in the CNDDB due to a 

general decline 
in bee populations in recent years. 

Western Bumble bee 

(Bombus occidentalis) 

--/-- This species was once common and 

widespread, but the species has declined 

precipitously from Central California to 

Southern British Columbia, perhaps from 

disease. 

This widespread and once 

common species could occur 

almost anywhere in the general 

area of the site and is included in 

the CNDDB due to a general 

decline in bee 
populations in recent years. 



 

 

SPECIES1 STATUS2 

FED/STATE 

HABITAT OCCURRENCE ON THE 

PROJECT SITE 

Myrtle’s silverspot 

(Speyeria zerene myrtleae) 

FE/-- Restricted to foggy, coastal dunes and hills 

of Point Reyes Peninsula. Larval food plant 
is Viola adunca. Thought to be extirpated 
from San Mateo County. 

Not present. Suitable habitat not 

found at the site. 

Bay checkerspot butterfly 

(Euphydryas editha bayensis) 

FT/- Restricted to native grasslands on outcrops 

of serpentine soil in the vicinity of San 

Francisco Bay. Plantago erecta is the 

primary host plant; Orthocorpus densiflorus 

and O. purpurscens are the secondary host 
plants. 

Not present. Suitable habitat not 

found at the site. 

Fish 

Steelhead – Central CA Coast ESU 

(Oncorhynchus mykiss) 
FT/CSC Well-oxygenated streams with riffles; loose, 

silt-free gravel substrate Pine Gulch Creek to 
the north. 

Not present. Suitable habitat is not 

found at the site. 

 

 

 
Longfin Smelt 

(Spirinchus 

thaleichthys) 

 

 

 

 

FC/CT, 

CSC 

In California, Longfin Smelt have been 

commonly collected from San Francisco 

Bay, Eel River, Humboldt Bay and Klamath 

River. In fall, adults found throughout San 

Francisco Bay migrate to brackish or 

freshwater in Suisun Bay, and the lower 

reaches of the Sacramento and San Joaquin 

Rivers. Spawning probably takes place in 
freshwater. 

Not present. Suitable habitat is not 

found at the site. 

Amphibians 

California red-legged frog (Rana 

draytonii) 
FT/CSC Mostly found in lowlands and foothills 

in/near permanent sources of deep water but 

will disperse far during and after rain. Prefers 

shorelines with extensive vegetation. 

Requires 11-20 weeks of permanent water 

for larval development and requires access 
to aestivation habitat. 

Not present. Suitable habitat is not 

found at the site. 



 

 

SPECIES1 STATUS2 

FED/STATE 

HABITAT OCCURRENCE ON THE 

PROJECT SITE 

Foothill Yellow-legged frog 

(Rana boylii) 

--/CSC Partly-shaded, shallow streams and riffles 

with a rocky substrate in a variety of 

habitats. Need at least some cobble-sized 

substrate for egg-laying; larvae need at least 
15 weeks to attain metamorphosis. 

Not present. Suitable habitat is not 

found at the site. 

Reptiles 

Western Pond turtle 

(Emys marmorata) 
--/CSC Aquatic turtle of ponds, marshes, rivers, 

streams, and irrigation ditches with aquatic 

vegetation. Needs basking sites and suitable 

upland habitat for egg-laying (sandy banks 

or grassy open fields). Not documented from 

the project area. 

Not present. Suitable habitat is not 

found at the site. 

San Francisco garter snake 

(Thamnophis sirtalis tetrataenia) 

FE/CE,FP Found in vicinity of freshwater marshes, 

ponds and slow moving streams in San 

Mateo County and extreme northern Santa 

Cruz County. Prefers dense cover and water 

depths of at least one foot. Also requires 
uplands near aquatic habitats. 

Not present. Suitable habitat is not 

found at the site. 

Birds 

Double-crested cormorant 

(Phalacrocorax auritus) [rookery 

site] 

-/WL Colonial nester on coastal cliffs and offshore 

islands and along lake margins in the interior 

of the state. Nests along coast on sequestered 

islets, usually on ground with sloping 

surface, or in tall trees along lake margins. 

Nearest nesting colony is on utility 
poles next to San Mateo-Hayward Bridge. 

Not present. Suitable nesting 

habitat for a rookery not found on 

site. 



 

 

SPECIES1 STATUS2 

FED/STATE 

HABITAT OCCURRENCE ON THE 

PROJECT SITE 

 
Great Blue heron 

(Ardea herodius) [Nesting] 

 
 

-/- 

Colonial nester in tall trees, cliffsides, and 

sequestered spots on marshes. Rookery sites 

are in close proximity to foraging areas such 

as marshes, lake margins, tide-flats, 
rivers and streams, wet meadows. 

 
Not present. Suitable habitat for a 
rookery is not found at the site. 

Northern harrier 

(Circus cyaneus) [Nesting] 

-/CSC Coastal salt marsh and freshwater marsh; 

nests and forages in grasslands; nests on 

ground in shrubby vegetation, usually at 
marsh edge. Has nested at Bair Island. 

Not present. Suitable nesting habitat 
not found on site. 

White-tailed Kite 

(Elanus caeruleus) [nesting] 

-/CFP Open grassland and agricultural areas 

throughout Central California. 

Not present. Suitable nesting 

habitat is not found at the site. 

Cooper’s hawk 

(Accipiter cooperii) [nesting] 

-/WL Nests primarily in deciduous riparian forests; 
forages in open woodlands. 

Not present. Suitable nesting 

habitat is not found on site. Species 

likely forages on or near the site, 
especially in winter. 

Sharp-shinned hawk 

(Accipiter striatus) [nesting] 
--/WL Breeds in ponderosa pine, black oak, riparian 

deciduous, mixed conifer, and Jeffrey pine 

habitats. Prefers, but not restricted to, riparian 

habitats. All habitats except alpine, 
open prairie, and bare desert used in winter. 

Not present. Suitable nesting habitat 

is not found on site. May forage 

during the winter. 

Golden eagle 

(Aquila 

chrysaetos) 
[nesting and wintering] 

BCC/FP, 

WL 

Typically frequents rolling foothills, 

mountain areas, sage-juniper flats, and 
desert. 

Not present. Suitable habitat is not 

found at the site. 

American peregrine falcon (Falco 

peregrinus) [nesting] 
BCC/FP Inhabits open wetlands near cliffs, also 

occurs in some cities where nests on 

buildings and bridges. 

Not present. Suitable nesting 

habitat not found on site. May 

forage in the project area. 



 

 

SPECIES1 STATUS2 

FED/STATE 

HABITAT OCCURRENCE ON THE 

PROJECT SITE 

 
 

Burrowing owl (Athene 

cunicularia) 

 

 
BCC/CSC 

Found in open dry annual or perennial 

grasslands, deserts and scrublands 

characterized by low growing vegetation. 

This species is a subterranean nester, 

dependent upon burrowing mammals, most 
notably the California ground squirrel. 

Not present. Suitable habitat is not 

found at the site. 

 
California Ridgway’s rail (Rallus 

obsoletus obsoletus) 

 

 

FE/CE, FP 

Found in saltwater marshes traversed by 

tidal sloughs in the vicinity of San Francisco 

Bay; associated with abundant growths of 

pickleweed; feeds on mollusks obtained 
from mud bottomed sloughs. 

Not present. Suitable habitat is not 

found at the site. 

California black rail 

(Laterallus 

jamaicensis 

coturniculus) 

 
BCC/CT, 

FP 

Mainly inhabits salt-marshes bordering 

larger bays. Occurs in tidal salt marsh with 

dense growths of pickleweed; also occurs in 
freshwater and brackish marshes. 

Not present. Suitable habitat is not 

found at the site. 

Yellow rail 

(Coturnicops noveboracensis) 

BCC/CSC Found in freshwater marshes. Summer 

resident in the eastern Sierra and Modoc 

County. 

Not present. Suitable habitat is not 

found at the site. 

Western snowy plover 

(Charadrius alexandrinus 

nivosus) [nesting] 

FT, 

BCC/CSC 

Found on sandy beaches or marine and 

estuarine shores; also salt pond levees and 

shores of large alkali lakes; requires sandy, 

gravelly or friable soil substrate for nesting. 
Has been observed at Bair Island. 

Not present. Suitable habitat not 

found on site. 

California least tern 

(Sterna antillarum browni) 

[Nesting] 

FE/CE, FP Nests along the coast from San Francisco 

Bay south to northern Baja, California; a 

colonial breeder on bare or sparsely 

vegetated substrates; sandy beaches, alkali 

flats, landfills, or paved areas. Nearby 

nesting has occurred at Bair Island (most 
recently in 1982), 

Not present. Suitable habitat not 

found on site. 



 

 

SPECIES1 STATUS2 

FED/STATE 

HABITAT OCCURRENCE ON THE 

PROJECT SITE 

Marbled murrelet 

(Brachyramphus marmoratus) 
(nesting) 

FT/CE Nests inland along the coast from Eureka to 

Oregon border and from Half Moon Bay to 

Santa Cruz in old growth redwood 

dominated forests, often in Douglas fir, up 

to six miles inland. Feeds on the ocean near 
shore. 

Marbled Murrelets breed in forests 

in the San Francisco Watershed. 

Short-eared owl (Asio flammeus) 

[Nesting] 

-/CSC Found in marshes, both freshwater and salt; 

lowland meadows; irrigated alfalfa fields. 

Tule patches/full grass needed for nesting 

and daytime seclusion. Nests on dry ground 

in a depression concealed in vegetation. Has 
nested on Bair Island. 

Not present. Suitable habitat not 

found on site. 

Yellow warbler 

(Dendroica 

petechia) [nesting] 

BCC/CSC Breeds in deciduous riparian woodlands, 

widespread during fall migration. 
Not present. Suitable habitat is not 

found at the site. May be present 

during fall migration. 

Saltmarsh common yellowthroat 

(Geothlypis trichas sinuosa) 
BCC/CSC Requires thick continuous cover down to 

water surface for foraging; tall grasses, tule 

patches, willows for nesting. 

Not present. Suitable habitat not 

found on site. 

Alameda song sparrow 

(Melospiza melodia pusillula) 

BCC/CSC Resident of salt marshes bordering south 

arm of San Francisco Bay. 

Not present. Suitable habitat not 

found on site. 

Mammals 

Pallid bat 

(Antrozous pallidus) 

--/CSC Roosts primarily in oak woodland and 

ponderosa pine habitats; forages in open 

areas. 

Unlikely. A preconstruction Bat 

Habitat Assessment will ensure that 

mitigation strategies to protect bat 
populations can be implemented. 

Hoary bat 

(Lasuirus 

cinereus) 

--/-- Prefers open habitats with access to trees 

for cover and open areas or habitat edges 

for feeding. Roosts in dense foliage of 
medium to large trees. 

Unlikely. A preconstruction Bat 

Habitat Assessment will ensure that 

mitigation strategies to protect bat 
populations can be implemented. 



 

 

SPECIES1 STATUS2 

FED/STATE 

HABITAT OCCURRENCE ON THE PROJECT SITE 

Salt marsh harvest mouse 

(Reithrodontomys raviventris) 

FE/CE, FP Inhabits saline emergent 
wetlands in the San 

Francisco Bay and its 

tributaries. Pickleweed 

is the primary habitat. 

Not present. Suitable habitat not 

found on site. 

Santa Cruz kangaroo rat 

(Dipodomys venustus venustus) 

-/- Found in silverleaf 

manzanita mixed chaparral 

in the Zayante Sand Hills 

of the Santa Cruz 

Mountains. 

Not present. Suitable habitat not found on site. 

San Francisco dusky-footed 

woodrat (Neotoma fuscipes 

annectens) 

-/CSC Found in forested habitats 

of moderate canopy and 

moderate to dense 

understory. 

Possible. Nest structures for this species occur  

in forested portions of the site.  
 

American badger (Taxidea taxus) --/CSC Drier open stages of most 

shrub, forest, and 

herbaceous habitats; needs 

sufficient food, 
friable soils and open, 
uncultivated ground. 

Not present. Suitable habitat is not found at the site. 

 

Source: California Natural Diversity Data Base, Natural Heritage Division, California Department of Fish and Wildlife for the La Honda 7.5 

Minute Quadrangle Map and surrounding areas, February 21, 2023 query. 

 

1. Status Codes: 

FE:  Federally listed Endangered: FT: Federally listed Threatened 
FPE: Federally Proposed Endangered; FPT: Federally Proposed Threatened 
BCC: USFWS Bird Species of Conservation Concern; CE:  California State-listed Endangered;  

CT:  California State-listed Threatened CR California Rare; FP:  California Fully Protected;  
CSC:  CDFW Species of Special Concern; WL: CDFW Watch List Species 



 

 

2. Status Codes: 

FE: Federally listed Endangered; FT: Federally listed Threatened; 
FPE: Federally Proposed Endangered; FPT: Federally Proposed Threatened; 
BCC: USFWS Bird Species of Conservation Concern; CE: California State-listed Endangered: CT: California State-listed Threatened; CR: 

California Rare 
FP: California Fully Protected; CSC: CDFW Species of Special Concern;       

WL: CDFW Watch List Species



 

 

 

 

 

A P P E N D I X  B  

 

 

 

L i s t  o f  W i l d l i f e  a n d  P l a n t  S p e c i e s   

O b s e r v e d  D u r i n g  T h e  S u r v e y  O n  T h e  S i t e  

  



 

 

 

Birds Detected On The Site: 

Common Name Scientific Name 

Stellar’s Jay Cyanocitta stelleri 

Bushtit Psaltriparus minimus 

Lesser Goldfinch Spinus psaltria 

Chestnut-backed Chickadee Poecile rufescens 

Oak Titmouse Baeolophus inornatus 

House finch Carpodacus mexicanus 

Plants Observed Within Natural Habitat On The Site: 

Common Name Scientific Name 

Coast Live Oak   Quercus agrifloia 

California Bay   Umbellularia californica 

Madrone   Arbutus menziesii 

Coastal Redwood   Sequoia sempervirens 

Poison Oak   Toxicodendron diversilobum 

Himalayan Blackberry Rubus discolor 

English Ivy Hedera helix 

German Ivy Delairea odorata 

French Broom Genista monspessulana 

Wood Fern Dryopteris filix-mas 



 

Western Swordfern Polystichum munitum 

Bedstraw Galium aparine 

Coffeeberry  Rhamnus californica 

Cow Parsnip Heracleum lanatum 

Common Yellow Woodsorrell Oxalis stricta 

 


