Veterans Commission
Meeting Minutes          


								January 7th, 2026	
Present: Donna Vaillancourt, Stan Maupin, Fred Baer, Al Banfield, Marcy Cravalho, Ben Suncin, Kyle Corcoran	
Staff:  Ed Kiryczun, Alex Ayag, Samay Chhun	
Public Comments By: None


	Topic
	Discussion
	Actions/Next Steps

	Meeting called to order & Pledge of Allegiance Recited
	· Pledge of Allegiance
· Roll Call 5:02 pm
	 No Additional actions or steps

	Approval of minutes & adoption of agenda
	
· Special Meeting Introduction SB 694
· Quorum was established 7 Y/ 0 N


	No Additional actions or steps

	Public Comments
	
None
	No Additional actions or steps

	Veterans Commission Business
	Legislative Committee Action:

The legislative committee should explore
pursuing a national version of SB 694, potentially with the assistance of 
Leon Panetta and Jimmy Panetta.
Veterans Commission Buses Item Alpha (SB 694): 
Discussion revolved around a legislative bill (SB 694) aimed at preventing organizations from charging veterans for VA benefit application assistance. The current law prohibits charging but lacks repercussions, which this bill seeks to address. Law offices and attorneys are lobbying against it. The government is mandated to provide aid for these claims, making such charges redundant and potentially predatory.
Accreditation and Charging: Accredited organizations, such as DAV, are not allowed to charge for their services. The bill aims to prevent unaccredited entities from charging, and to impose penalties for doing so.

National vs. State Issue: Concerns were raised about the bill being a state-level initiative (California) when the issue is national. While acknowledging the potential ease of passing it in California, there was a consensus that national action is also necessary.

· Currently, it's illegal to charge for VA benefit application assistance unless working with an attorney on a court of appeals case.
· The original intent of the law was to add repercussions for charging, which the bill aims to solidify.
· There is a lobby against the bill, primarily from law offices, seeking to allow charging for VA claim assistance.
· The government is required to provide aid for claims (hence the existence of Veterans Services Offices).
· Senator Archuleta, an army veteran, spearheaded the letter supporting the bill.
· Accredited organizations (like DAV) are not allowed to charge as part of their accreditation.
· Concerns were raised about "claim sharks" who charge a percentage of benefits, often without commiserate work, preying on veterans' lack of awareness about free services.
· The bill is a state-level initiative, but there's interest in pursuing it nationally.




	AB 53: Introduction of AB 53 was postponed due to Keith's absence, as it was his designated topic.


	[bookmark: _Hlk97214001]Topic
	Discussion
	Actions/Next Steps

	Veterans Commission Business  (Continued)
	Ben Suncin 

Santa Clara Surge Event: Another "surge event" for homeless veterans is planned in Santa Clara, involving various community partners. The idea of replicating this in San Mateo County was suggested.
Work Plan Review: A planning session is scheduled for March to review work plans and adjust.
Supervisor Gauthier Vision: A request was made to invite Supervisor Gauche to a meeting to share her vision for veterans and the commission.
Commission Applications: Information was sought regarding the process and timeline for accepting new applications for the commission.

	· Arrange to invite Supervisor Gauche to a future meeting (preferably before the March planning session) to share her vision for veterans and the commission. Her legislative aide, Josh, can be contacted.
· Send out information regarding the opening of recruitment for commission applications, including the link to the standard commission application form on the county website, when the process begins (typically March/April).

	Veterans Commission Business (Continued)
	Commission Key Points

· SB 694: Continue monitoring the progress of SB 694 and any lobbying efforts against it.
· AB 53: Reschedule discussion on AB 53 for a future meeting when Keith is present.
· Provider Event Details: Await more detailed information regarding the provider event in April.
· March Planning Session: Prepare for the March planning session to review work plans and discuss new programming ideas.
· Commission Recruitment: Be prepared for the recruitment process for new commission members to begin around March/April.

	No Additional actions or steps

	Veterans Commission Business (Continued)
	Meeting Adjourn at 5:45 pm
7Y/ 0 N

	



