September 8, 2025	

Present: Alfred Banfield, Brandon Jones, Mary Cravalho, Ben Sunchin, Keith Darby, Stan Maupin, 

Staff:  Ed Kiryczun, Alex Ayag, Samay Chhun, 

Public Comments By: None


	Topic
	Discussion
	Actions/Next Steps

	Meeting called to order & Pledge of Allegiance Recited
	· Meeting called to order at 6:30 pm
· Pledge of allegiance and roll call taken –6 present

	 No Additional actions or steps

	Approval of minutes & adoption of agenda
	
Approval of Minutes

· Meeting held without a quorum
· Elections for chair and vice chairs will be held in January 2026

	No Additional actions or steps

	Public Comments
	
 None
	No Additional actions or steps

	Veterans Commission Business
	 Ed Kiryczun, VSO Operation Update

· Ed provided an update on the CSO's activities and Selena gave an agency update.

· Veteran interactions have increased from 954 to 1968 year-over-year.
· Retroactive payments are slightly down ($3,169,000 this year vs. $3,331,000 last year).

· Monthly assistance has increased to $480,000 per month, up from $433,000.


· Claims submitted are slightly down (712 this year vs. 733 last year).
· College fee waivers resulted in savings of $911,000 for veterans and families.

· The 2025 Stand Down event will be held on September 25th with over 68 providers and the VA.


· Volunteers are needed for food distribution and parking management.

· County Manager Mike Callagy and Supervisor Spear will speak at the event.


















	No Additional actions or steps
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Meeting Minutes          


	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	[bookmark: _Hlk97214001]Topic
	Discussion
	Actions/Next Steps

	Veterans Commission Business Continued)
	 Veteran of the Year Event Update 

· The Veteran of the Year event is being reworked for this year.
· The venue is narrowed down to the San Mateo County Event Center, the Sobrato Center in Shores, and the Italian Social Club.
· Working with the supervisor's office to finalize details and budget.
· Nominations are in and being reviewed by the committee.
· Proposed dates: November 10th or 13th.
· Nominations are in and will be reviewed by committee.


	No Additional actions or steps

	Veterans Commission Business (Continued)
	Legislation Update: Keith Darby

· Keith Darby presented on AB53, a bill that would exclude taxable retirement income for service members.
· The bill passed the Assembly with a strong show of support and is now in the State Senate.
· The request is for the commission to express support for the legislation.
· California and the District of Columbia are the only locations that fully tax military retirement.
· Potential challenges include the state's fiscal environment.

	Action Item for:

Follow up with Donna to discuss the possibility of holding a special session to vote on supporting AB53 before the November meeting.


	Veterans Commission Business (Continued)
	Guest Speaker Presentation: Sophia Recalde
· Sophia Recalde provided an overview of Proposition 1, which aims to transform public mental health and substance use services.
· Proposition 1 has two components: a $6.3 billion bond for facilities and reforms to the Mental Health Services Act (MHSA).
· Focus is on serving the most vulnerable individuals and increasing access to housing and substance use disorder treatment.
· Prioritizes six statewide goals and the county selected to increase social connection.
· Open discussion about how this can help veterans.
· Some discussion on working together with the Veteran's Administration and the availability of services.
· Includes a $6.3 billion bond for residential treatment facilities and supportive housing.
· Reforms the Mental Health Services Act (MHSA), redirecting prevention dollars and adding housing intervention responsibilities.
· Focuses on serving vulnerable individuals with serious mental illness and substance abuse disorders.
· Emphasizes accountability and transparency in fiscal and outcome reporting.
· Priority goals include increasing access to care, reducing homelessness, and reducing the incidence of institutionalization
	No Additional actions or steps

	[bookmark: _Hlk212724637]Veterans Commission Business (Continued)
	BMR (Below Market Rate) Housing Program (Ben, Stan)
· Housing & Homelessness: Reviewing properties with veteran units.
· Finding housing for certain individuals can be difficult such as convicted sex offenders.
· Provided an update on several meetings regarding below-market rate (BMR) property purchases and properties earmarked for HUD-VASH.


	No Additional actions or steps

	Veterans Commission Business (Continued)
	Meeting Adjourn at 7:45pm
	



