
How to get your new real iD
WHAT IS A REAL ID?
A REAL ID IS A DRIVER’S LICENSE OR IDENTIFICATION
CARD THAT IS ALSO A FEDERALLY ACCEPTED FORM OF
IDENTIFICATION. REAL ID CARDS ARE MARKED WITH A
GOLDEN BEAR AND A STAR.

ON MAY 7, 2025, THE FEDERAL REAL ID ACT GOES
INTO EFFECT NATIONWIDE. BEGINNING ON THAT
DATE, IF YOU DON’T HAVE A REAL ID-COMPLIANT
DRIVER LICENSE OR ID CARD, YOU WON’T BE ABLE
TO FLY IN THE U.S. OR ENTER A RESTRICTED FEDERAL
FACILITY.

1) Gather your documents with help from the checklist:
https://www.dmv.ca.gov/portal/driver-licenses-identification-

cards/real-id/real-id-checklist/
Use DMV’s interactive REAL ID document checklist to gather all of the

documentation you will need to apply for your REAL ID.
Watch this video to learn how to upgrade to a REAL ID now:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ILbrTbz3uLM
2) Complete the application online and upload your documents:

https://www.edl.dmv.ca.gov/apply/choose-language
Be sure to save your confirmation code.

3) Visit a DMV office
Bring your documents and application confirmation code. Your

confirmation code will work like an appointment. Check wait times
before you go.
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If you need support getting your REAL ID contact the ILP team:
HSA_ILP_Referrals@smcgov.org

SI ocupas ayuda para agarrar tu nueva forma de ID contacta al los ayudantes de ILP: 
HSA_ILP_Referrals@smcgov.org
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