San Mateo County Immigrant Forum

February 20, 2024
Meeting Summary

Welcome and Introductions: 
· Meetings are held virtually on the third Thursday of each month, unless otherwise specified. 
· At this time USCIS Outreach is not able to join these meetings per USCIS policy. 

Immigrant Legal Resource Center Updates:
Parole Program Updates:
· The White House has issued an executive order to terminate categorical parole programs, which include the CHNV (Cuban, Haitian, Nicaraguan, and Venezuelan) parole program, Uniting for Ukraine, and Central American minors parole program. 
· The order specifies that current parolees maintain their status until it expires, but DHS can resend individual grants of parole on a case-by-case basis.
· A recent internal memo instructs USCIS to freeze adjudication of benefit applications submitted by parolees, citing concerns about fraud and the need for vetting.
· There are concerns that this freeze leaves parolees unable to obtain permanent status and vulnerable to having their parole taken away.
Temporary Protected Status (TPS):
· The Department of Homeland Security (DHS) has vacated the extension of the TPS designation for Venezuela, and terminated the 2023 designation of TPS.
· There has been a lawsuit filed in the Northern District of California challenging the actions against Venezuela TPS holders.
· Residents have been requesting assistance from promotores to join the National TPS Alliance.
· Social media is incorrectly leading the community to believe that this is an immigration benefit/protection. 
· Joining the alliance supports pro-TPS litigation but is not a guarantee of protection from TPS expiration or an immigration benefit. 
Immigration Enforcement Updates: 
· Expedited Removal has been expanded to anyone in the US who cannot show they've been continuously in the US for a two-year period prior to the date they were determined to be inadmissible.
· Previously, expedited removal was only used at and around the border / ports of entry. 
· There are particular concerns about the application of this policy for people in removal proceedings and those with pending applications for relief.
· Detainees have been sent to places outside the US, including Guantanamo Bay, Panama, and Costa Rica.
· The Laken Riley Act has passed, which expands mandatory detention for certain inadmissible non-citizens charged or arrested with specific offenses.
· There are concerns that that even young people with juvenile delinquency cases could be impacted by this legislation.
· Nine organizations, including seven Mexican drug cartels and MS-13, have been designated as tier one terrorist groups.
· This could have implications for asylum seekers who have been forced to pay for protection from these organizations as laws around material support for terrorism apply even in situations of coerced support. 
Public Benefits and Enforcement Actions
· The executive branch has issued an order aimed at targeting migrants and barring them from accessing public assistance.
· Congress determines eligibility for these programs, and the executive branch's role is unclear.
CARON Program Presentation
· The Community Alliance to Revitalize Our Neighborhoods (CARON) program aims to build trust between immigrant communities and local law enforcement.
· The California Values Act (SB 54) prevents local law enforcement from collaborating with immigration enforcement in most cases. 
· Immigrant laws are federal, whereas local law enforcement enforces local laws and ordinances. 
· Local law enforcement may not inquire about immigration status. 
· Many community members are fearful of all law enforcement due to fear of immigration enforcement. 
· Social media misinformation contributes to fear, along with national news of collaboration between local law enforcement and immigration enforcement in other states. 
Agency Updates: 
· Virtual Know Your Rights Event: Join the LIBRE Program, Faith in Action, and the SMC Office of Community Affairs for a Know Your Rights Facebook Live event on Thursday, 2/27. English at 4:30, Spanish at 5:15. RSVP here. 
· Know Your Rights: Catholic Legal Immigration Network Inc. (CLINIC) has developed a new resource explaining the rights that individuals have in various situations (at the airport, in a car, in immigration detention, etc.) Find multilingual, situation-specific Know Your Rights one-pagers here. 
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