Immigrant Forum Minutes - January 23, 2025
Virtual Meeting
USCIS Updates
· The USCIS San Francisco Field Office quarterly stakeholder meeting scheduled for February 6, 2025 has been cancelled.

· Vaccination requirement update: Effective Jan. 22, 2025, USCIS is waiving any and all requirements that applicants for adjustment of status to that of a lawful permanent resident present documentation on their Form I-693, Report of Immigration Medical Examination and Vaccination Record, that they received the COVID-19 vaccination. USCIS will not issue any Request for Evidence or Notice of Intent to Deny related to proving a COVID-19 vaccination.

· TPS Venezuela: On Jan. 28, 2025, the Department of Homeland Security vacated the Jan. 17, 2025, notice that extended a Temporary Protected Status (TPS) designation for Venezuela. The department will revert to the TPS redesignation and extension guidance that was announced in October 2023. For more information, please refer to this page from USCIS. 
ILRC Updates
·  Asylum/Border
· Access to asylum has been suspended at the Southern border. 
· CBP One app has been shut down. 
· Drone presence, increase in agents at border.
· Refugee Admissions – immediate freeze on refugee admission. Review every 90 days. Flights have been cancelled.
· Parole
· CHNV (Cuban, Haitian, Nicaraguan, Venezuelan) Parole program has been terminated, and new applications will not be accepted. 

· Entry Enforcement
· More pressure on law enforcement to cooperate with ICE. 

· Birthright Citizenship
· Executive order issued to limit birthright citizenship has been temporarily blocked by a federal judge, following lawsuits from a coalition of states. 

· Federal Workforce
· Efforts are underway to reduce the federal workforce. 
· This may lead to delays in processing applications.
· There is a current hiring freeze with the exception of military and law enforcement.

· Gender
· Executive order recognizing only two genders at federal level.
· Prohibits trans women in female detention centers.

· "Rescission of Protected Areas Polices" 
· DHS has reversed its internal guidance regarding immigration enforcement in sensitive locations (i.e. school, medical, church, workplace. etc.)
· Enforcement is no longer restricted in these locations.
· Establishments can still deny entry to ICE in non-public areas unless presented with a warrant. 
· Privacy laws (HIPAA, FERPA) still apply in the absence of warrant/subpoena. 
Immigration Institute of the Bay Area: Please See Slides
· Low fee services. 7 offices across 6 counties
· Call for consultation! 
· DACA
· Encourages DACA recipients to renew. Or apply to advance parole. 
· No new DACA apps are being accepted, but renewal is okay.
· May be a closure in DACA.
· Encourages consults to determine eligibility to other programs.
· Citizenship through naturalization
· Offers help with citizen applications. 
· Citizenship classes at Fair Oaks Community Center.
· Family petitions
· Able to assist with help with family petitions (i.e. I-601 waivers) 
· TPS
· Depends on country of origin and date of entry. 
· TPS and DACA recipients may be able to be considered to have a lawful parole entry. Consultation with attorney is recommended. 
· Victims of Crime
· Humanitarian applications to offer immigrants a lawful pathway.
· U-visa: available to individuals who are victims of crimes when they have been cooperative in investigation/law enforcement.
· T visa- encouraged to apply if undocumented, brought in against their will or false pretenses, labor or sexual exploitation. 
· Cancelation of removal
· Only used as a defensive strategy
· 1 year deadline to file
· Offers once a month presentation on asylum laws.
Agency Updates
· SMC Libraries offers citizenship classes (East Palo Alto, North Fair Oaks, Pacifica, Half Moon Bay and on online). 
