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Shiksha Sneha (she/her), Executive Director

immigrated to the United States when she was 11 years

old. She has been involved in multiple advocacy efforts 

working on undocumented student rights, racial, and

gender equity issues at Michigan State. She is currently a

graduate student at the University of Michigan studying 

Higher Education. 
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Who are we?

A group of Dreamers, who 
have gone through the 

immigration struggle, we 
created this organization to 

help others in the same 
situation

The Hidden Dream was built 

to raise awareness of the 

countless struggles faced by 

visa immigrants, share 

resources, and create a 

community to uplift Visa 

Immigrants who have spent 

several years in this country 

without a pathway to 

citizenship.
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Who is a Visa 

Dreamer?

Avisa dreamer is an individual  

brought to the US at a youngage  

on a dependant visa (i.e.H4,E2,  

L2 etc.)

They unfortunately have no  

realistic pathway to citizenship,  

they face agingout and self  

deportation at the age of 21 and  

many becomeundocumented  

after their visas expire at 21  

years old.
From our 2022San Francisco Pizza and Board Game night  
meetup!



What are the issues faced by Visa Dreamers?

200,000+
Visa 

Dreamers

Do not qualify for in-state 

tuition

Ineligible for financial aid

Restricted from some 

colleges and areas of 

study

Are not able to freely 

travel

At high risk of

deportation when they 

turn 21No work permit

Difficulty leaving abusive 

households due to being 

dependent on their 

abuser's visa

Difficulty obtaining 

driver's licenses/IDs



How does THD 

help?

Adeep dive into our programming  
and resources
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Dependent Visa Survival Guide

The Hidden Dream has created a 30+page survival  

guide which reviews dependent visas, aging out, 

college on a dependent visa,financial aid,career  

help, and more. SS



Financial Aid

6 Annual Scholarships 

Awards

~$15K raised so far

We have compiled a list of 

scholarships without any 

immigration requirements in 

order give students more 

resources

This fund is intended to be used 

for test fees, certification 

expenses, and side project 

materials costs.
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College Prep Resources

CollegeMentorshipCircle

Visa Dreamers do not have many resources when it  
comes to understanding the college application 

process

With the mentorship circle those who have already  
applied for college are paired with those who are  

currently applying to college.

CollegeWorkshops
Over the last 2 years we have continuously hosted  
college workshops to help students ask the right  

questions and provide them the help they need
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Workshops & Guides
WorkshopTopics

Preparing for College on a Visa
How to talk about immigration with colleges?

Career Panel with Aged Out Visa Dreamers  

Webinars with lawyers

Wellness and Mindfullness
Resume Building as a Visa Dreamer  

How to finance your education

Is Canada an option?
How to switch to an F-1 visa and avoid deportation 

How to go to Med school, Law School etc!
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Career and Professional Development

JobReferral Network

Visa Dreamers are not able to apply for internships  
without work authorization.

People from different companies are able to give a 

referral to help visa dreamers secure a job or internship

CareerMentorshipCircle
Students get paired with professionals in different

industries and they work on various projects in the
industry of their choice.
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Mental Health Resources

TherapistPartnerships
Wehave paired with multiple mental health professionals 

in the past and have been able to give visa dreamers  

methods to help cope with their situations.

SupportGroupsforParentsandKids
Weekly support group meetings with guided therapist 

questions to build community

ActivityCallsandmeetups
We host movie nights, game nights and have had meetups  

in many major Metropolitan Areas!
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How can you partner with Us?

• Training at local schools, universities, non-profits to create awareness 
among folks who work with this community 

• Present resources to law firms
• We are well versed in working with other immigrant groups as well as 

building coalition relationships 
• We can host Immigrant resources nights and walk through 

resources not only for kids on visas but also those who may not 
have status, are refugees, TPS, asylees etc. We believe it’s 
imperative to make sure immigrant students are empowered in an 
inclusive manner. 



Our Partners

and Coalition

memberships

NCSO
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Read more and hear from us!

https://thehiddendream.org/pressrelease/
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Ways to connect with us!

@_thehiddendream_ @_thehiddendream The Hidden Dream

Feel free to email Shiksha 
shiksha@thehiddendream.org

Website: 
www.thehiddendream.org
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