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It is my pleasure to present the 2021 Annual Crop Report for San Mateo County 

pursuant to Section 2279 of the California Food and Agricultural Code. The total 

estimated gross value of San Mateo County agricultural production in 2021 was 

$97,969,000, an increase of 5.17% from 2020. It is important to note this 

gross value does not represent the net profit or loss, as it does not account for 

the inputs such as labor, packaging, transportation, and other production costs. 

Steady sales over 2021 indicate San Mateo Countyõs agricultural industry is 

stabilizing after 2020õs adverse year resulted in a 28.5% loss in the gross value 

of agricultural commodities. Floral and Nursery Crops are up 3.79% from 2020 

and maintains the majority share of San Mateo Countyõs total production value.  

Vegetables declined in both acreage and value as traditional row crops 

continue to be hardest hit by land transfer, drought, and erratic weather 

patterns. Both Livestock and Livestock Products and Apiary categories have 

sustained similar values from last year. Forest Products fluctuates from year to 

year, but in 2021 substantially increased (618%) from 2020 due to the 

harvesting of timber in the CZU complex fire burn area. We expect to see an 

increase in timber harvesting into 2022 as post-fire timber salvage activities 

continue.  

Whether a visitor or resident of San Mateo County, the decisions we make as 

individuals from farm to table play a role in the sustainability of the local 

agricultural industry. As climate and the economy shift, we can expect our 

farmers and ranchers to make similar adjustments to their practices in 

response to water availability, labor and housing, climate policy, and demands 

of the consumer. The question we will need to confront into the future is how 

we can leverage and support the working lands in our community to not only 

feed us, but to be a part of the solution to environmental and personal 

wellbeing.  

Putting together this report, could not be done without my staffõs steady focus 

throughout the year. A special thanks to Kelly Mayer, Jenny Gossett, and 

Michael Wong for their creative vision in the design and editorials found in this 

report. My sincere appreciation goes out to the producers that share their 

business information with us, as it gives us a true representation of the 

agricultural production in San Mateo County. 

Respectfully submitted, 

 
 

Koren J. Widdel 

Agricultural Commissioner 

Sealer of Weights and Measures 
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         Floral & Nursery Crops Indoor Grown      Forest Products 

         Floral & Nursery Crops Outdoor Grown  Fruit & Nut Crops 

       Vegetables                Field Crops 

        Livestock               Livestock & Apiary Products 

  

     
  Commodity Group 2021 2020  
 
  Floral and Nursery Crops  $60,268,000    $58,065,000   
      
  Vegetables $21,167,000  $22,275,000   
      
  Livestock $5,697,000  $5,585,000   
      
  Forest Products $4,908,000  $684,000   
      
  Fruit and Nut Crops   $2,648,000    $3,520,000     
      
  Field Crops $1,877,000  $1,624,000   
     
  Livestock Products and Apiary $1,404,000  $1,403,000   
      

GROSS PRODUCTION VALUE 

     Total    $97,969,000     $93,156,000  

Producers Per Commodity Group Agricultural Production Values 
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 INDOOR GROWN   

 

   Crop   Year Square Feet   Total Value  

       

   Flowering and Foliage  

   Potted Plants1   

2021 2,035,000   $35,574,000   

2020 1,882,000   $36,838,000   

       

   Cut Flowers2   
2021 1,068,000  $2,332,000   

2020 1,240,000  $1,888,000   

       

2021       283,000  $6,072,000    Bedding Plants, Cuttings, 

   Other3   
2020     531,000  $5,619,000 

       

   TOTAL 
2021 3,386,000   $43,978,000   

2020 3,653,000   $44,345,000   

          

  мLƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ .ŜƎƻƴƛŀǎΣ [ƛƭƛŜǎΣ hǊŎƘƛŘǎΣ tƻƛƴǎŜǩŀΣ {ǳŎŎǳƭŜƴǘǎΣ ŜǘŎΦ   

  нLƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ !ƭǎǘǊƻŜƳŜǊƛŀΣ CǊŜŜǎƛŀΣ IŜƳǇΣ [ƛƭƛŜǎΣ wŀƴǳƴŎǳƭǳǎΣ ŜǘŎΦ  

  оLƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ IŜǊōǎΣ {ŜŜŘǎΣ {ǳŎŎǳƭŜƴǘǎΣ ±ŜƎŜǘŀōƭŜǎΣ ŜǘŎΦ  

Finding Footing 
As life readjusted from the initial shocks to living with a pandemic, wholesale 

markets stabilized and home gardening enthusiasm continued. Potted plant 

cultivation grew in terms of area occupied in greenhouse spaces, but the value 

dropped by a little more than $1.2M due to smaller pot sizes with respective lower 

prices per pot, more wholesale sales, and changes to plant types grown. 

Conversely, indoor cut flowers experienced a drop in greenhouse occupancy due 

to many hemp growers not renewing registrations, but for those remaining along 

with traditional flower growers, buyer demand was steady for greenhouse-quality 

cut flowers. Bedding plants and propagative cultivation experienced a similar 

decrease in space occupation, but had strong sales throughout the year with 

continued consumer interest in home vegetable and flower gardens. 

FLORAL AND NURSERY CROPS 



FLORAL AND NURSERY CROPS 

 OUTDOOR GROWN 

 

   Crop   Year           Acres  Total Value  

 
 2021          73     $12,637,000   

   Ornamental Nursery Stock1    
 2020          77     $10,275,000   

 

   Christmas Trees (cut) 
 2021          167  $499,000   

 2020          151   $369,000   

              

   Cut Flowers2 

 2021          180   $3,154,000   

 2020          178   $3,076,000   

              

   TOTAL  
 2021          420    $16,290,000   

 2020          406    $13,720,000   

          

  мLƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ƘŜǊōŀŎŜƻǳǎ ǇŜǊŜƴƴƛŀƭǎΣ ǎƘǊǳōǎ ŀƴŘ ǘǊŜŜǎΦ  

  нLƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ 5ŀƘƭƛŀǎΣ IȅŘǊŀƴƎŜŀǎΣ wŀƴǳƴŎǳƭǳǎΣ {ǳƴƅƻǿŜǊǎΣ ŜǘŎΦ 

Sunshine Grown 
Spending time in outdoor spaces continued to be in favor, along with live plant focal 

features. As some nursery stock growers expanded, others fallowed a few fields 

resulting in a slight drop in acreage. Overall demand was up for full blooming 

beauties, greenery staples, and live holiday decorations resulting in a $2.4M 

increase in sales. Greater gains would have been realized if not for the heavy 

rainfall events in the later part of the year. The holiday rebound continued as tree 

stands reached maturity for harvesting and increases in prices and sales boosted 

cut Christmas trees in 2021. Outdoor grown cut flowers had a steady year with 

slight increases to cultivated acreage and overall sales. As with indoor cut flowers, 

wholesale market contracts were on an upswing over last year despite still lacking 

bigger celebratory events, and direct marketing remained a viable option. 
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