HOPE INTERAGENCY COUNCIL (IAC) - AGENDA
Date:
Time:
Place:

May 11, 2022
10:00 am – 12:00 pm
Virtual Meeting: https://smcgov.zoom.us/j/92869199261
Or by phone at 1 669 900 6833 meeting ID: 928 6919 9261
***BY VIDEOCONFERENCE ONLY***

On September 16, 2021, the Governor signed AB 361, which amended certain provisions of the Ralph M. Brown Act
(Government Code section 54950, et seq.) to allow for legislative bodies to conduct their meetings remotely either
telephonically or by other electronic means under specified circumstances. Thus, pursuant to Government Code section
54953(e), the HOPE IAC meeting will be conducted via remote conferencing.
Public Participation
• Written public comments may be emailed to TSweetser@smcgov.org and should include the specific agenda
item on which you are commenting or note that your comment concerns an item that is not on the agenda.
• Spoken public comments will also be accepted during the meeting through Zoom.
• Please see instructions for written and spoken public comments at the end of this agenda.

Time
10:00

Topic
Zoom overview and meeting logistics

Presenter
Tammie Sweetser
(Human Services Agency)

10:05

Welcome

Supervisor Horsley

10:10

Resolution to make continuing findings relating to remote meetings
under Brown Act

Jessica Silverberg
(Human Services Agency)

10:20

Adopt a resolution finding that the COVID-19 pandemic state of
emergency continues to present imminent risks to the health or
safety of attendees and that it continues to directly impact the ability
of the HOPE IAC to meet safely in person.
Public Comment
This item is reserved for persons wishing to address the committee on any HOPE IAC-related
matters that are not on this meeting agenda. Speakers are customarily limited to two minutes, but
an extension can be provided to you at the discretion of the HOPE IAC co-chairs.

10:25

Action to Set Agenda and Approve Meeting Minutes

Supervisor Horsley

10:35

Strategies For Engaging and Serving People Living in Encampments

Matthew Hayes (HSA),
Barbara Flores (LifeMoves),
Alicia Garcia (WeHOPE),
Marina Hernandez and Anita
Rees (Pacifica Resource
Center)

11:00

Non-Congregate and Congregate Shelter Updates
• Coast House
• Pacific Shelter
• WeHOPE expansion

Lody Saba (HSA),
Anna Kelleher and Jacob
Stone (LifeMoves),
Estefania Paredes
(Samaritan House),
Alicia Garcia (WeHOPE)

11:20

Updates
• Working Together to End Homelessness
• Peggy Jensen (CEO)
• Emergency Rental Assistance Program Updates
• Rozeena Jhinnu (HSA)
• Navigation Center
• Matthew Hayes (HSA)
• Stone Villa
• Jessica Silverberg (HSA)

County Executive’s Office
and Human Services Agency
staff

11:45

Roundtable Announcements

HOPE IAC members

11:55 Closure
2022 meeting dates: August 10, and November 9, 10 am – 12pm

Supervisor Horsley

Meetings are accessible to people with disabilities. Individuals who need special assistance or a disability-related
modification or accommodation (including auxiliary aids or services) to participate in this meeting, or who have a disability
and wish to request an alternative format for the agenda, meeting notice, agenda packet or other writings that may be
distributed at the meeting, should contact Tammie Sweetser at least 2 working days before the meeting at (650) 802-5116
and/or tsweetser@smcgov.org. Notification in advance of the meeting will enable the Council to make reasonable
arrangements to ensure accessibility to this meeting and the materials related to it. Attendees to this meeting are
reminded that other attendees may be sensitive to various chemical based products.

Instructions for Public Comment During Videoconference Meetings
During videoconference meetings of the HOPE IAC members of the public may address the HOPE IAC members as
follows:
*Written Comments:
Written public comments may be emailed in advance of the meeting. Please read the following instructions carefully:
1.

Your written comment should be emailed to TSweetser@smcgov.org

2.

Your email should include the specific agenda item on which you are commenting or note that your comment
concerns an item that is not on the agenda.

3.

Members of the public are limited to one comment per agenda item.

4.

The length of the emailed comment should be commensurate with the two minutes customarily allowed for verbal
comments, which is approximately 250-300 words.

5.

If your emailed comment is received at least 24 hours prior to the meeting, it will be provided to the HOPE IAC
members and made publicly available on the HOPE IAC website along with the agenda. We cannot guarantee
that e-mails received less than 24 hours before the meeting will be read during the meeting but such emails will
still be included in the administrative record of the meeting.

*Spoken Comments:
Spoken public comments will be accepted during the meeting through Zoom. Please read the following instructions
carefully:
1.

The May 11, 2022 HOPE IAC meeting may be accessed through Zoom online at

https://smcgov.zoom.us/j/92869199261
The meeting ID is: 928 6919 9261. The May 11, 2022 HOPE IAC meeting may also be accessed via telephone by
dialing 1 669 900 6833 Enter the meeting ID: 928 6919 9261 then press #.

2.

You may download the Zoom client or connect to the meeting using an internet browser. If using your browser,
make sure you are using a current, up-to-date browser: Chrome 30+, Firefox 27+, Microsoft Edge 12+, Safari 7+.
Certain functionality may be disabled in older browsers including Internet Explorer.

3.

You will be asked to enter an email address and name. We request that you identify yourself by name as this will
be visible online and will be used to notify you that it is your turn to speak.

4.

When the HOPE IAC Clerk calls for the item on which you wish to speak, click on “raise hand.” The Clerk will
activate and unmute speakers in turn. Speakers will be notified shortly before they are called to speak.

5.

When called, please limit your remarks to the time limit allotted.

ATTACHMENT 1a

Date:

May 11, 2022

To:

HOPE Interagency Council (IAC)

From:

Human Services Agency Staff

Subject:

Resolution to make continuing findings relating to remote meetings under
Brown Act

RECOMMENDATION:
Adopt a resolution finding that the COVID-19 pandemic state of emergency continues to
present imminent risks to the health or safety of attendees and that it continues to
directly impact the ability of the HOPE IAC to meet safely in person.
..titl e

..body

BACKGROUND:
On June 11, 2021, Governor Newsom issued Executive Order N-08-21, which waived,
through September 30, 2021, certain provisions of the Brown Act relating to
teleconferences/remote meetings by local agency legislative bodies. The Executive
Order waived, among other things, the provisions of the Brown Act that otherwise
required the physical presence of members of local agency legislative bodies in a
particular location as a condition of participation in, or to constitute a quorum for, a
public meeting.
The waivers set forth in the Executive Order expired on October 1, 2021, and absent
any further State action, local agency legislative bodies subject to the Brown Act would
have been required to fully comply with the Brown Act’s meeting requirements as they
existed prior to March 2020, including the Brown Act’s various restrictions and
requirements related to teleconferences.
On September 16, 2021, the Governor signed into law Assembly Bill (AB) 361, a bill that
came into effect immediately and that codifies certain of the teleconference procedures
that local agencies have adopted in response to the Governor’s Brown Act-related
Executive Orders. Specifically, AB 361 allows a local agency to continue to use
teleconferencing under the same basic rules as provided in the Executive Orders as
long as there is a proclaimed state of emergency, in combination with either (1) local
health official recommendations for social distancing or (2) findings adopted by majority
vote of the local agency legislative body that meeting in person would present imminent
risks to the health or safety of meeting attendees.
AB 361 also requires that, if the state of emergency lasts for more than 30 days, the
local agency legislative body must make findings every 30 days to continue using the
bill’s exemption to the otherwise-applicable Brown Act teleconferencing rules.
Specifically, the legislative body must reconsider the circumstances of the state of

emergency and find that the state of emergency continues to directly impact the ability
of members of the local agency legislative body to meet safely in person.
As noted, local agency legislative bodies were required to return to in-person meetings
on October 1, 2021, unless they chose to continue with fully teleconferenced meetings
and made the findings prescribed by AB 361 related to the existing state of emergency.
At its meetings on October 19, 2021, November 16, 2021, December 14, 2021, January
11, 2022, February 8, 2022, March 8, 2022, and April 5, 2022 the Board of Supervisors
(“Board”) unanimously adopted a resolution (Nos. 078482, 078550, 078609, 078653,
078701, 078752, and 078803, respectively) finding that the existing COVID-19 state of
emergency continues to directly impact the ability of members of the Board to meet
safely in person and that meeting in person would present imminent risks to the health
or safety of meeting attendees.
At its meetings of November 10, 2021 and February 9, 2022, HOPE IAC unanimously
adopted resolutions finding that the existing COVID-19 state of emergency likewise
continues to directly impact the ability of HOPE IAC to meet safely in person and that
meeting in person would present imminent risks to the health or safety of meeting
attendees.
DISCUSSION:
If HOPE IAC desires to continue meeting remotely pursuant to the provisions of AB 361,
it must reconsider the circumstances of the state of emergency every thirty days. As
described below, the circumstances, though improved, remain materially similar to
those in existence on September 28, 2021 when the Board adopted Resolution No.
078447 first invoking the provisions of AB 361, as well as on October 19, 2021,
November 16, 2021, December 14, 2021, January 11, 2022, February 8, 2022, March
8, 2022, and April 5, 2022 when the Board reconsidered the circumstances of the
COVID-19 state of emergency.
As noted at those times, the County’s high vaccination rate, successfully implemented
local health measures, and best practices by the public have proven effective, in
combination, at controlling the local spread of COVID-19.
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (“CDC”) has advised that the Omicron
variant, which was classified as a Variant of Concern in November 2021, spreads more
easily than the original virus that causes COVID-19 and the Delta variant. The CDC
expects that anyone with Omicron infection can spread the virus to others, even if they
are vaccinated or do not have symptoms. The presence and severity of symptoms can
be affected by COVID-19 vaccination status, the presence of other health conditions,
age, and history of prior infection. While preliminary data suggest that Omicron may
cause more mild disease than previous variants, some people may still have severe

disease, need hospitalization, and could die from the infection. The CDC warns that,
even if only a small percentage of people with Omicron infection need hospitalization,
the large volume of cases could overwhelm local healthcare systems.
In addition, effective February 16, 2022, only unvaccinated persons are required to
mask in most indoor settings. It is recommended, however, that fully vaccinated
individuals continue to mask indoors when the risk of transmission may be high. Thus,
reducing the circumstances under which people come into close contact remains a vital
component of the County’s COVID-19 response strategy. While local agency public
meetings are an essential government function, the last two years have proven that
holding such meetings in person is often not essential.
Public meetings pose risks for COVID-19 spread for several reasons. These meetings
may bring together people from throughout a geographic region, increasing the
opportunity for COVID-19 transmission. Further, the open nature of public meetings
makes it difficult to enforce compliance with vaccination, physical distancing, masking,
cough and sneeze etiquette, or other safety measures, while some of the safety
measures used by private businesses to control these risks may be less effective for
public agencies.
These factors combine to continue to directly impact the ability of members of HOPE
IAC to meet safely in person and to make in-person public meetings risky to health and
safety.
Staff therefore recommends that HOPE IAC adopt findings to confirm that HOPE IAC
has reconsidered the circumstances of the state of emergency caused by the spread of
COVID-19; that the state of emergency caused by the spread of COVID-19 continues to
directly impact the ability of members of HOPE IAC to meet safely in person; and that
conducting in-person meetings at the present time would present an imminent risk to
the health and safety of attendees.
A resolution to that effect and directing staff to take such other necessary or appropriate
actions to implement the intent and purposes of the resolution, is attached hereto.
FISCAL IMPACT:
None.

ATTACHMENT 1b

RESOLUTION NO.
RESOLUTION FINDING THAT THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC STATE OF EMERGENCY
CONTINUES TO PRESENT IMMINENT RISKS TO THE HEALTH OR SAFETY OF
ATTENDEES AND THAT IT CONTINUES TO DIRECTLY IMPACT THE ABILITY OF
THE HOPE INTERAGENCY COUNCIL (IAC) TO MEET SAFELY IN PERSON
______________________________________________________________
WHEREAS, on March 4, 2020, pursuant to Government Code section 8550, et
seq., Governor Newsom proclaimed a state of emergency related to the COVID-19
novel coronavirus, and subsequently, the San Mateo County Board of Supervisors
(“Board”) declared a local emergency related to COVID-19, and the proclamation by the
Governor and declaration by the Board remain in effect; and
WHEREAS, on March 17, 2020, Governor Newsom issued Executive Order N29-20, which suspended certain provisions in the California Open Meeting law,
Government Code section 54950, et seq. (the “Brown Act”), related to teleconferencing
by legislative bodies, provided certain requirements were met and followed; and
WHEREAS, on June 11, 2021, the Governor issued Executive Order N-08-21,
which extended provisions of Executive Order N-29-20 that waive otherwise-applicable
Brown Act requirements related to remote/teleconference meetings by local agency
legislative bodies through September 30, 2021; and

WHEREAS, on September 16, 2021, Governor Newsom signed AB 361 into law,
and AB 361 provides that a legislative body subject to the Brown Act may continue to
meet without fully complying with the otherwise-applicable requirements in the Brown
Act related to remote/teleconference meetings by legislative bodies, provided that a
state of emergency has been declared and the legislative body determines that meeting
in person would present imminent risks to the health or safety of attendees, and

provided that the legislative body continues to make such findings at least every thirty
(30) days during the term of the declared state of emergency; and,
WHEREAS, on September 28, 2021, in the interest of public health and safety,
as affected by the state of emergency caused by the spread of COVID-19, the Board of
Supervisors issued a finding that meeting in person would present imminent risks to the
health or safety of attendees, and decided to invoke the provisions of AB 361 related to
teleconferencing for meetings of the Board; and
WHEREAS, at its meetings of October 19, 2021, November 16, 2021,
December 14, 2021, January 11, 2022, February 8, 2022, March 8, 2022, and April 5,
2022 the Board adopted, by unanimous vote, Resolution Nos. 078482, 078550, 078609,
078653, 078701, 078752, and 078803 respectively, wherein the Board found, inter alia,
that the COVID-19 state of emergency continues to directly impact the ability of
members of the Board to meet safely in person and that meeting in person would
present imminent risks to the health or safety of meeting attendees; and
WHEREAS, at its meetings of November 10, 2021 and February 9, 2022 HOPE
IAC adopted, by unanimous vote, resolutions finding, inter alia, that the COVID-19 state
of emergency likewise continues to directly impact the ability of members of HOPE IAC
to meet safely in person and that meeting in person would present imminent risks to the
health or safety of meeting attendees; and
WHEREAS, HOPE IAC has again reconsidered the circumstances of the state
of emergency and finds that the state of emergency continues to impact the ability of
members of HOPE IAC to meet in person because there is a continuing threat of

COVID-19 to the community, and because HOPE IAC meetings have characteristics
that give rise to risks to health and safety of meeting participants (such as the increased
mixing associated with bringing together people from across the community, the need to
enable those who are immunocompromised or unvaccinated to be able to safely
continue to participate fully in public governmental meetings, and the challenges with
fully ascertaining and ensuring compliance with vaccination and other safety
recommendations at such meetings); and
WHEREAS, on November 30, 2021, the Omicron variant of COVID-19 was
classified as a Variant of Concern in the United States; and
WHEREAS, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (“CDC”) has
advised that the Omicron variant spreads more easily than the original virus that causes
COVID-19 and the Delta variant, and expects that anyone with Omicron infection can
spread the virus to others, even if they are vaccinated or do not have symptoms; and
WHEREAS, the presence and severity of symptoms associated with the
Omicron variant can be affected by COVID-19 vaccination status, the presence of other
health conditions, age, and history of prior infection;
WHEREAS, while preliminary data suggest that Omicron may cause more mild
disease than previous variants, some people may still have severe disease, need
hospitalization, and could die from the infection, and the CDC warns that, even if only a
small percentage of people with Omicron infection need hospitalization, the large
volume of cases could overwhelm local healthcare systems; and

WHEREAS, effective February 16, 2022, only unvaccinated persons are
required to mask in indoor settings, but it is recommended that fully vaccinated
individuals continue to mask indoors when the risk of transmission may be high; and
WHEREAS, the County has an important interest in protecting the health and
safety of those who participate in meetings of HOPE IAC and of the County’s various
other legislative bodies; and
WHEREAS, the COVID-19 pandemic has informed County agencies about the
unique advantages of online public meetings, which are substantial, as well as the
unique challenges posed by online public meetings, which are frequently surmountable;
and
WHEREAS, in the interest of public health and safety, as affected by the state
of emergency caused by the spread of COVID-19, HOPE IAC finds that this state of
emergency continues to directly impact the ability of its members to meet safely in
person and that meeting in person would present imminent risks to the health or safety
of attendees.

NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY DETERMINED AND ORDERED that
1. The recitals set forth above are true and correct.
2. HOPE IAC has reconsidered the circumstances of the state of emergency
caused by the spread of COVID-19.

3. HOPE IAC finds that the state of emergency caused by the spread of
COVID-19 continues to directly impact the ability of its members to meet
safely in person.
4. HOPE IAC further finds that meeting in person would present imminent risks
to the health or safety of attendees.
5. Staff is directed to take such other necessary or appropriate actions to
implement the intent and purposes of this resolution.
* * * * * *

