TECHNICAL MEMORANDUM

2171 E. Francisco Blvd., Suite K ¢ San Rafael, California * 94901
TEL: (415) 457-0701 FAX: (415) 457-1638 e-mail: julianf@stetsonengineers.com

STETSON

ENGINEERS INC.

TO: Kurt Simrock DATE: July 9, 2021
Kerry Burke

FROM:  Julian Fulwiler, P.E. JOB NO: 2799

RE: 2450 Purisima Creek Rd

1.0 INTRODUCTION

The proposed project at 2450 Purisima Creek Road will remove an existing residence and
replace it with a new single-family residence, barn, horse stable, and an Affordable Housing
Unit.

Stetson Engineers Inc (“Stetson”) was retained to assess the Decree water rights and water

demands for the property.

2.0 DECREE WATER RIGHTS

Water rights for the use of surface water within the Purisima Creek Stream System are set forth
in the 1985 Decree (No. 278007) and subsequent Orders Amending and Modifying the Decree.
Decree water rights appurtenant to 2450 Purisima Creek Rd (APN 066-230-050) are identified

under the Claimant Christina/Christine Glynn. These rights are identified in Schedule 3 of the

1996 Order, under Point of Diversion (POD) 15B as follows:

e 500 gallons per day (gpd) for domestic use (first priority)
(Equal to 0.56 acre-feet annually)

e 4,900 gallons per day (gpd) for irrigation use (second priority) on 6 acres
(Equal to 3.23 acre-feet for the 215-day Mar-Oct irrigation season)

Additionally, in accordance with Paragraph 23 and Schedule 4, claimants are entitled to
additional water for irrigation, in excess of allotments specified in Schedule 3, when the total
flow at the Purisima Creek Road upper bridge is between 0.793 cubic feet per second (cfs) and
3.52 cfs. Specifically, per Schedule 4 of the 1996 Order, POD 15B is entitled to 1.026 percent of
the total flow available for second priority users, when the flow at the upper bridge is in this
range. So, for POD 15B, the maximum allotment for irrigation during high flows (greater than

or equal to 3.52 cfs) would be 0.036 cfs (or approximately 23,300 gpd).
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3.0 ON-SITE WELLS

An older well located in close proximity to the creek was drilled in 1979 and has historically
provided water to the property. In March 2020, the San Mateo County Environmental Health
Services determined the old well was no longer suitable for supplying domestic water. As a
result, two new domestic wells were drilled under Emergency authorization in May 2020. These
two new domestic wells are located over 100-feet from the top of creek bank and outside the 50-

foot creek riparian buffer zone.

In June 2020, Simms Plumbing and Water Equipment, Inc. conducted pump tests for the two

new domestic wells (Attached). The pump test results indicate a stabilized yield of 2.7 gallons
per minute (gpm) for Well #1 and 4.0 gpm for Well #2. The combined yield from both wells is
6.7 gpm. This yield, if pumped over a 24-hour period, equates to 9,648 gallons per day (gpd) .

4.0 CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

Stetson understands the two new domestic wells will provide domestic water to the main single-
family residence and the AHU and irrigation water for the property will be diverted from

Purisima Creek under the Decree water rights.

Based on the June 2020 pump test conducted by Simms Plumbing, the well yields from the two
new domestic wells appear sufficient to satisfy domestic water demands for the property. The
San Mateo County well ordinance (Section 4.68.190, Part 2) defines “adequate water” for a
vertical well serving a single-family dwelling with a second unit less than 750 square feet as
producing a minimum of 3 gpm at a stabilized water level during pumping (Attached). The
combined well yield based on the Simms Plumbing pump test is more than double this minimum
yield requirement. In accordance with the well ordinance (Section 4.68.190, Part 2), Stetson

recommends a minimum of 1,500 gallons of new storage be provided for domestic use.

The proposed landscaping and irrigation plan for the property was developed by Arterra
Landscape Architects. The plan identifies 36,221 square feet (0.83 acres) of total landscaped
area with an Estimated Total Water Use (ETWU) of 399,719 gallons annually (1.23 acre-feet).
The plan also identifies 83,709 square feet (1.92 acres) of non-irrigated pasture. Additionally,
there is a planned agricultural area (approximately 0.5 acres) in the southeast portion of the
property. Potential crops being considered for this area include non-commercial orchard or dry
farmed winter wheat. Annual water requirements for an orchard are approximately 2.4 acre-feet

per acre.

! Average self-supplied domestic use in San Mateo County is 58 gallons per person per day (USGS, 2015).
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Irrigation water for the property will be supplied from Purisima Creek under existing Decree
water rights. The annual water requirements for the planned landscaping (1.23 acre-feet) and a
0.5-acre orchard (1.20 acre-feet) would be 2.43 acre-feet. This planned future quantity is less

than the irrigation allotment from Schedule 3 in the Decree (3.23 acre-feet)?.

Irrigation water diverted from the creek, which include diversions from the old irrigation well,
must conform to requirements of the Decree. Some of the specific requirements and limitations
are as follows:
e Irrigation water can only be diverted during the defined irrigation season from March 1 to
October 31
e Water diverted under a Decree water right cannot be stored, expect for “regulatory
storage” which is defined as a period of 30 days or less.
¢ In accordance with Paragraph 31 of the Decree, any diversions from the creek must be
metered. Stetson recommends installation of a water meter on the pipeline that is easily
accessible. The meter should have a totalizer and instantaneous flow indicator. A
common propeller water meter (e.g., McCrometer) or positive displacement water meter
(e.g., Badger) would be appropriate for planned divisions under 10 acre-feet per year.
During periods of diversion, the meter totalizer should be manually read and documented

on a monthly basis (e.g., first of every month).

Stetson recommends the older, existing well near the creek be first evaluated and potentially
rehabilitated to provide the future creek irrigation water. Utilizing this existing well, if possible,
has the benefit of pumping creek subflow which can be less impactful to creek flows during low
flow periods. Additionally, it would eliminate the need to develop a changed surface water point

of diversion.

2 The full irrigation allotment also includes a percentage (1.026%) of total creek flow, when the flow at the upper
bridge is between 0.793 cfs and 3.52 cfs, as specified in Schedule 4 and Paragraph 23 of the Decree.
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SIMMS PLUMBING & WATER EQUIPMENT, INC.

P.0. BOX 738
PESCADERO, CA 94060
(650) 879-1823

WELL REPORT INFORMATION

OWNERS NAME JOSWIAK FAMILY TRUST
ADDRESS 2450 PURISMA CREEK RD WELL #1
TEST DATE JUNE 3, 2020
WELL DEPTH 100'-0
STANDING WATER LEVEL 17'-5
STABILIZED WATER LEVEL 80"-0

PUMP SETTING 80"-0

TIME TEST BEGAN 8:30 AM
TIME DRAWDOWN G.P.M.

8:30 17°-5 10.0

8:45 56'-6 10.0

9:00 78'-6 3.7

9:15 787 3.7

9:30 787 3.2

9:45 78-7 3.2

10:00 789 3.1

10:15 80"-1 3.1

10:30 80"-2 3.1

10:45 80™-0 3.1

11:00 79'-9 2.8

11:15 80™-0 2.8

11:30 80"-1 2.8

11:45 80"-1 2.8

12:00 80'"-1 2.8

12:15 80"-1 2.8

12:30 79'-9 2.7

12:45 80™-0 2.77

1:00 80’-0 2.77



SIMMS PLUMBING & WATER EQUIPMENT, INC.

P.0. BOX 738
PESCADERO, CA 94060
(650) 879-1823

WELL REPORT INFORMATION

OWNERS NAME JOSWIAK FAMILY TRUST
ADDRESS 2450 PURISMA CREEK RD WELL #2
TEST DATE JUNE 3, 2020
WELL DEPTH 100-0
STANDING WATER LEVEL 18-6
STABILIZED WATER LEVEL 81-0

PUMP SETTING 83-0

TIME TEST BEGAN 8:30 AM
TIME DRAWDOWN G.P.M.

8:30 18-6 11.0

8:45 81-0 5.0

9:00 81-0 4.8

9:15 81-0 4.25

9:30 81-0 4.2

9:45 81-0 4.2

10:00 81-0 4.0

10:15 81-0 4.0

10:30 81-0 4.0

10:45 81-0 4.0

11:00 81-0 4.0

11:15 81-0 4.0

11:30 81-0 4.0

11:45 81-0 4.0

12:00 81-0 4.0

12:15 81-0 4.0

12:30 81-0 4.0

12:45 81-0 4.0

1:00 81-0 4.0

1:15 81-0 4.0



ORDINANCE NO.

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS, COUNTY OF SAN MATEO, STATE OF CALIFORNIA

k sk sk ok ok ok ok ok ok sk 3k

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 4.68 WELLS, SAN MATEO COUNTY

ORDINANCE CODE

The Board of Supervisors of the County of San Mateo, State of California,
ORDAINS as follows:

SECTION 1. Chapter 4.68 Wells, San Mateo County Ordinance Code is hereby amended
to read as follows:

Sections:

4.68.010
4.68.020
4.68.030
4.68.040
4.68.050
4.68.060
4.68.070
4.68.080

4.68.090
4.68.100

4.68.110
4.68.120
4.68.130
4.68.140
4.68.150
4.68.160
4.68.170

4.68.180
4.68.190
4.68.200

4.68.210
4.68.220
4.68.230

Intent.

Definitions.

General standards.

Well-driller.

Mitigation of disturbance at well site.

State regulations.

Fees.

Permit for the construction, destruction, inactivation or conversion of
water well or geothermal heat exchange well.

Placement of permit on job site.

Standards for the construction, destruction, inactivation or
conversion of water well, geothermal heat exchange well or cathodic
protection well.

Water well slabs.

Water well sanitization.

Exclusion of contamination.

Location of water well.

Protection of community system.

Log of new water well.

Expiration of permit for the construction, destruction, inactivation or
conversion of a well.

Certification for building permit.

Standards for adequate water.

Backflow prevention device requirement for water wells used for
agricultural chemical applications.

Permit for the use or operation of a well as a domestic water supply.
Application to existing wells.

Application to existing wells located in the unincorporated area of the
County lying north of Highway 92 and west of Highway 280.
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4.68.240 General standards for the operation or use of a water well as a
domestic water supply.

4.68.250 Monitoring standards.

4.68.260 Testing requirements.

4.68.270 Duration of permit to operate water well as a domestic water supply.

4.68.280 Right of inspection.

4.68.290 Application for permit or certification.

4.68.300 Fees.

4.68.310 Issuance of permit.

4.68.320 Variances.

4.68.330 Suspension or revocation of permit.

4.68.340 Hearing and determination.

4.68.350 Appeals to the Board of Supervisors.

4.68.360 Violations.

4.68.370 Finding of public nuisance.

4.68.380 Wells installed without permit.

4.68.390 Policies, regulations and procedures.

4.68.400 Abandoned wells.

4.68.410 Severability.

4.68.010 Intent.

It is the purpose of this chapter to provide for the construction, conversion,
inactivation, or destruction of water wells, geothermal heat exchange wells, and cathodic
protection wells so that the groundwater of this County shall not be polluted or
contaminated and that water obtained from such wells shall be adequate and suitable for
the purpose for which used and will not jeopardize the health, safety or welfare of the
people of this County.

4.68.020 Definitions.
The following definitions govern the construction of this chapter:
(a) “Abandoned well” means any of the following:

(1) A water supply well which has not been used for a period of one calendar
year and has not been permitted as an inactive well by the County Health
Officer.

(2) A monitoring or contamination extraction well which has not been used for a
period of three calendar years and has not been permitted as an inactive well
by the County Health Officer.

(3) A well which is in such a state of disrepair that it cannot be made operational
for its intended purpose.

(4) A test hole or exploratory boring 24 hours after construction and testing work
has been completed.

(5) A cathodic protection well that is no longer functional for its original purpose.

(b) “Agricultural well” or “stock well” means any well used solely to supply water for
irrigation or other agricultural purposes.
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(c) “Cathodic protection well” means any well designed or used to protect pipelines,
tanks, cables, power lines and other facilities from corrosion.

(d) “County Health Officer” means the Environmental Health Director of San Mateo
County or an authorized representative. The County Health Officer or his or her designee
shall have the authority and responsibility for the enforcement of this chapter.

(e) “Domestic water supply” means a system consisting of a well, storage tank(s),
reservoirs, integrated piping or other related appurtenances used for the purposes of
delivering potable water intended for human consumption. Except as otherwise provided
by this chapter, this term shall include any water well, agricultural well, industrial well or
other type of well which is used to provide potable water for human consumption.

(f) “Dwelling unit” means a room or suite of two (2) or more rooms, which are designed
for, intended for, or are occupied by one family doing its cooking therein and having only
one kitchen.

(g) “Exploratory well” means a test production well installed for the purpose of
assessing well water quantity and quality.

(h) “Inactive well” means a well that has been properly secured, protected, and
maintained in an inactive condition in accordance with state requirements, for a period
not to exceed five years.

(1) “Geothermal heat exchange well” means any artificial excavation by any method

for the purpose of using the heat exchange capacity of the earth for heating and/or
cooling and in which the ambient ground temperature is 86 degrees Fahrenheit or less and
which uses a closed loop fluid system to prevent the discharge or escape of its fluid into
the surrounding aquifers or geologic formations. Geothermal heat exchange wells are
also known as ground source heat pump wells. Such wells or boreholes are not intended
to produce water or steam.

(J) “Midcoast” means that portion of unincorporated area in the Coastal Zone on the
urban side of the Midcoast urban-rural boundary as shown in the County General Plan
and those lands designated as Rural Residential Areas by the Local Coastal Program
Policies 1.13 — 1.15.

(k) “Non residential water use” means a potable water supply which serves the public

in a commercial setting that is not subject to surface water contamination.

(1) “Observation and monitoring well” means any artificial excavation by any method for
the purpose of obtaining groundwater, vadose zone, or other subsurface data, including
groundwater levels, groundwater quality, and soil vapor quality. Monitoring wells shall
conform with applicable California Department of Water Resources, U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency, State Department of Toxic Substance Control, or the Regional Water
Quality Control Board standards and guidelines for the construction of monitoring wells.
(m) “Person” means any individual, organization, partnership, business, association,
corporation or governmental agency.

(n) “Potable water” means water that complies with standards for transient non-
community water systems pursuant to the California Safe Drinking Water Act (Chapter 4,
commencing with Section 116275 of part 12).

(o) “Property line” means the legally established line separating one piece of property
from another or separating a public-right-of-way from private properties.

(p) “Sewer” means a pipe carrying wastewater from any structure or a part of a
community or individual sewerage system.
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(q) “Spring” means a place where groundwater flows naturally from rock or soil onto
the land surface and is not subject to surface water contamination.

(r) “Stabilized water level during pumping” means that level of water in the well which
remains constant after a period of pumping at the specified rate in gallons per minute
provided under Section 4.68.190 of this chapter. The required period of time for such
pumping may vary at the discretion of the Health Officer depending upon the geological
factors and groundwater recharge of the site. The minimum test period for individual
domestic wells shall be four hours after the water level is stabilized.

(s) “Well” or “water well” means any artificial excavation by any method for the
purpose of extracting water from, or injecting water into, the underground. This
definition shall include agricultural wells and monitoring and observation wells. This
definition shall not include: (1) oil and gas wells, or geothermal wells constructed
pursuant to state law except those wells converted to use as water wells; or (2) wells used
for the purpose of (A) dewatering excavations during construction; or (B) stabilizing
hillsides or embankments.

4.68.030 General standards.

No person shall construct, reconstruct, repair, destroy, inactivate, convert, operate
or use a water well, geothermal heat exchange or cathodic protection well except as
provided by this chapter.

4.68.040 Well-driller.

Any construction, reconstruction, repair, destruction, or conversion of a water
well, geothermal heat exchange or cathodic protection well shall be undertaken by a well-
driller who posses a C-57 Water Well Contractor’s License as provided by state licensing
law.

4.68.050 Mitigation of disturbance at well site.

(a) Any disturbance at a well site for the purposes of construction, reconstruction, repair,
destruction or conversion of a water well, geothermal heat exchange or cathodic
protection well shall be limited to the minimum amount of disturbance necessary to gain
access to drill the well and shall be in compliance with any other pertinent laws or
regulations, including but not limited to grading permit requirements, coastal
development regulations, and roadway encroachment permits. Drilling fluids and other
drilling materials produced or used in connection with well construction, destruction, or
conversion shall not be allowed to discharge onto or into streets, waterways, sensitive
habitats, or storm drains. Drilling fluids discharged onto an adjacent property requires
the written permission of the property owner. Drilling fluids shall be properly managed
and disposed of in accordance with applicable local, regional, and state requirements.
Upon completion of the construction, destruction or conversion of the well, the site shall
be restored as near as possible to its original condition, and appropriate erosion control
measures shall be implemented. Site restoration is the responsibility of the property
owner and must be implemented within 60 days of the completion of the well, and not
more than a year from the date of the permit issuance. In the event a water well should,
at the time of drilling, prove to have an inadequate water supply or quality for its
intended use, it shall be closed in accordance with requirements of the County Health
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Officer and the site shall be returned as near as possible to its original condition. In the
event a water well is tested for certification for a building permit, any water generated by
pumping during the test shall be disbursed or disposed of in a manner which will not
cause excessive erosion.

(b) In addition to the requirements above, the well site, including any excavations and
drainage pits, shall at the time of drilling be secured or maintained in such a manner as to
prevent injury or damage to persons and animals.

(c) Wells constructed during a period where winterization requirements are in effect,
between October 15 and April 15, shall comply with County grading and storm water
pollution prevention measures.

(d) Mud pits shall not be installed in the drip zone of any tree.

4.68.060 State regulations.

Nothing contained in this chapter shall be deemed to release any person from
compliance with the provisions of state law, including but not limited to any reporting
requirements under the California Water Code.

4.68.070 Fees.

Permit fees shall be charged for each permit to cover the cost of inspection and
enforcement pursuant to this chapter, in an amount to be set by resolution of the Board of
Supervisors.

4.68.080 Permit for the construction, destruction, inactivation, repair or
conversion of a water well, geothermal heat exchange well or cathodic
protection well.

No person shall dig, bore, deepen, reperforate, excavate, construct, reconstruct,
inactivate, convert, destroy or repair any water well, geothermal heat exchange well or
cathodic protection well, without first having applied for and obtained a permit for such
activity from the County Health Officer pursuant to the provisions of this chapter. A
permit granted pursuant to this article is valid only for the proposed activity listed on the
permit application and solely for the site specified therein. A permit granted pursuant to
this Section does not authorize the use or operation of the well as a water supply intended
for human consumption as provided by Sections 4.68.180 through 4.68.280 of this
chapter.

4.68.090 Placement of permit on job site.

A permit issued pursuant to this article shall be kept available for inspection at the
well site during the course of and until completion of the construction, reconstruction,
repair, destruction, inactivation or conversion of the well, and until the site has been
restored as per Section 4.68.050 of this chapter.

4.68.100 Standards for the construction, destruction, inactivation or
conversion of water well, cathodic protection well or geothermal heat
exchange well.

All water wells, geothermal heat exchange wells, and cathodic protection wells
shall be constructed, reconstructed, repaired, destroyed, inactivated or converted in
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accordance with the standards set by this chapter and by state law, including those
regulations and standards issued by the California Department of Water Resources.

4.68.110 Water well slabs.

All water wells shall be provided with a watertight reinforced concrete slab of a
minimum thickness of (6) six inches which shall extend horizontally at least two (2) feet
from the well casing in all directions. The concrete slab shall be adequately sloped to
drain water away from the well casing. The top surface of the slab at its outer edge shall
be at least four (4) inches above the surrounding ground level.

4.68.120 Water well sanitization.
All water wells shall be provided with a pipe or other effective means of directly
introducing chlorine or other disinfecting agents into the well.

4.68.130 Exclusion of contamination.

All water wells shall be designed and constructed to exclude contamination as

follows:

(a) All sanitization pipes for an above surface pump discharge shall extend to
height equal to the pump pedestal that is at least eight inches above the
finished grade. The pipe shall be kept sealed by a threaded or equivalently
secure cap.

(b) All sanitization pipes for a subsurface pump discharge installation shall be
kept sealed by a threaded or equivalently secure cap.

(c) All air relief vents shall terminate downward and be screened and protected
against the possibility of contaminating material entering the vent.

(d) All entry pipes into gravel packed sections of a well shall be tightly capped.

4.68.140 Location of water well.

In order to protect the water source and public health and safety, all water wells
shall be set back from possible sources of pollution and contamination. The minimum
setbacks, measured horizontally from the well, shall be:

From another well 50 feet
From any septic tank 100 feet
From a septic tank leachfield 100 feet
From a seepage pit 150 feet
From a sewer line or lateral 50 feet
From a property line (sewered area) 5 feet
From a property line (unsewered area) 50 feet
From an exterior wall of a building’s foundation 5 feet

From a boundary line of any easement dedicated to or

reserved for sanitary sewers or wastewater facilities as

shown on a map approved by a sanitary district and placed

on file by that district with the County Environmental

Health Division. 50 feet

4.68.150 Protection of community system.
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In the event a well is used on a property served by a public water system, there
shall be installed between the dwelling unit or structure being served water and the meter
box or distribution system a backflow prevention devise approved jointly by the County
Health Officer and the Water Superintendent of the Public Water System.

4.68.160 Log of new water well.

Any person to whom the County Health Officer has issued a permit to construct,
repair, reconstruct, inactivate, convert or destroy a well shall, within sixty (60) days of
the completion of the drilling, diggings, boring, or excavating authorized by such permit,
furnish the County Health Officer with a log of such well. The log shall include, but is
not limited to, information on the type of casing, the number and location of the
perforations therein, the depth of the well and soil types encountered during drilling of
the well, as well as any other data requested by the County Health Officer. Any person
who has earlier submitted a log for the well to the State of California may satisfy this
provision by submission of that same log to the County Health Officer.

4.68.170 Expiration of permit for the construction, destruction, inactivation or
conversion of a well.

A permit issued pursuant to Section 4.68.080 for the construction, reconstruction,
inactivation, destruction or conversion of a water well, cathodic protection well, or
geothermal heat exchange well shall expire and become null and void if the work
authorized has not been completed within one calendar year following the issuance of the
permit. Upon expiration of such permit, no further work may be done in connection with
the construction, reconstruction, repair, destruction, inactivation or conversion of a well
unless and until a new permit for that purpose is secured in accordance with the
provisions of this chapter.

4.68.180 Certification for building permit.

Upon the completion of the construction or conversion of a well in compliance
with the provisions of this chapter, the County Health Officer shall, upon request, certify
the well as a domestic water supply for one to four dwelling units or for industrial or
commercial use for the purpose of obtaining a building permit to construct a new
structure or for the enlargement of an existing structure if the well provides a water
supply that is potable, adequate and delivered under a minimum pressure of twenty (20)
pounds per square inch during periods of maximum demand. The potable water sample
shall be drawn from the pump at the conclusion of the pump test required by Section
4.68.190, and shall be transported to a State of California certified laboratory under
chain-of-custody. With the Midcoast water treatment will not be considered in order to
be certified if either the State Upper Secondary Maximum Contaminant Level for specific
conductance or chloride are exceeded. A certification issued pursuant to this Section
shall be valid only for the purposes of obtaining a building permit and is not and shall not
be deemed a permit to use or operate a well as a domestic water supply as may be
required by Sections 4.68.210 through 4.68.280.

4.68.190 Standards for adequate water.
For the purposes of this article, “adequate water” means:
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(1) For a vertical well serving a single family dwelling, said term shall mean a well,
which produces a minimum of 2 1/2 gallons per minute at a stabilized water level during
pumping with at least 1,250 gallons of emergency storage.
(2) For a vertical well serving a single family dwelling with the second unit less than 750
square feet, said term shall mean a well which produces a minimum of 3 gallons per
minute at a stabilized water level during pumping with at least 1,500 gallons of
emergency storage.
(3) For a vertical well serving two to four dwelling units, said term shall mean a well
which produces at a minimum at a stabilized water level during pumping:
(A) Five gallons per minute with 2,500 gallons of emergency storage for two
dwelling units.
(B) 7.5 gallons per minute with 3,750 gallons of emergency storage for three
dwelling units.
(C) Ten gallons per minute with 5,000 gallons of emergency storage for four
dwelling units.
(4) For all vertical wells in the Midcoast, said term shall also mean a well in which the
water level within the well casing recovers to 80%, or greater, of the hydrostatic level, as
determined by a California Registered Geologist, or Registered Civil Engineer,
immediately following the completion of the pumping test. Recovery time shall be equal
to the time taken to perform the pumping test, but not less than four hours.
(5) For a horizontal well or spring serving a single family dwelling, said term shall mean
a well or spring that produces a minimum flow of 2.5 gallons per minute with minimum
storage of 1,250 gallons after 30 days of observation or if done in the dry period, August
1 through November 30, 1.5 gallons per minute for a thirty-day observation period and
2,000 gallons of storage.
(6) In the Midcoast, all pumping tests shall be performed by, or under the supervision of a
California Registered Geologist or Registered Civil Engineer, and certified by signature
of the same.
(7) For nonresidential uses, said term shall mean an amount of water determined by the
County Health Officer in accordance with the Uniform Plumbing Code and water quality
standards issued by the California Department of Health Services.

4.68.200 Backflow prevention device requirement for water wells used for
agricultural chemical applications.
Agricultural well irrigation systems including those used for golf courses which
employ chemical feeders or injection systems shall be equipped with a backflow
prevention device approved by the County Health Officer.

4.68.210 Permit for the use or operation of a well as a domestic water supply.
No person shall use or operate a well as a domestic water supply without applying
for and obtaining a permit for such activity from the County Health Officer in accordance

with the provisions of this chapter.

4.68.220 Application to existing wells.
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The requirements of this article shall be applicable to all new wells used or
operated as a domestic water supply. The requirements of this chapter shall not be
applicable to wells existing on April 14, 1987, except as provided by Section 4.68.230.

4.68.230 Application to existing wells located in the unincorporated area of the
County lying north of Highway 92 and west of Highway 280.

The requirements of this chapter shall be applicable to all wells used or operated
as a domestic water supply which are existing at the time of the adoption of this
ordinance, and are located in the unincorporated area of the County lying north of
Highway 92 and west of Highway 280.

4.68.240 General standards for the operation or use of a water well as a
domestic water supply.

Any well used or operated as a domestic water supply shall meet all standards of
construction under Section 4.68.100 of this chapter and shall provide water that is
potable, adequate, and delivered under a consistent minimum pressure of twenty (20)
pounds per square inch during periods of maximum demand and shall not be operated or
used in any manner that would, in the opinion of the County Health Officer, threaten or
harm the public health or safety. The term “adequate” shall be defined in Section
4.68.190 of this chapter.

4.68.250 Monitoring standards.

Any well used or operated as a domestic water supply shall have a meter installed
on the well to record the volume of water used. A record of such water usage shall be
submitted by the permittee to the County Health Officer annually unless otherwise
requested by the County Health Officer.

4.68.260 Testing requirements.

Any well used or operated as a domestic water supply shall be tested for water
quality at the expense of the permittee upon the request of the County Health Officer.
Results of these tests shall be provided to the County Health Officer.

4.68.270 Duration of permit to operate water well as a domestic water supply.

A permit issued pursuant to this article for the use or operation of a water well as
a domestic water supply shall not expire and shall remain valid provided that the
operation or use of the well is in compliance with the standards under this chapter and
state law. The permittee shall, however, pay an annual fee to the County Health Officer
for reimbursement of the costs of inspection and administration of this chapter. The
amount of this annual fee shall be set by resolution of the Board of Supervisors.

4.68.280 Right of inspection.

As a condition for the issuance of a permit under this article, the permittee shall
allow the County Health Officer or an authorized representative to enter the property
where the well is located, upon reasonable notice to the permittee, property owner and/or
occupant, between the hours of 8 a.m. and 6 p.m., unless otherwise agreed by the parties,
to investigate, examine and test the well and well site.
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4.68.290 Application for permit or certificate.

Any person applying for a well permit or certificate pursuant to the provisions of
this chapter shall complete an application form provided by the County Health Officer
and furnish whatever information the County Health Officer deems necessary regarding
the proposed construction, reconstruction, repair, destruction, inactivation, certification or
operation of that well.

4.68.300 Fees.

Each application for a permit or certificate provided under this chapter shall be
accompanied by a nonrefundable filing fee. The amount of such fee shall be set by
resolution of the Board of Supervisors.

4.68.310 Issuance of permit.

A permit or certificate provided under this chapter shall be issued by the County
Health Officer within fifteen (15) working days after receipt of an appropriate and
complete application and payment of the required filing fee if the proposed construction,
reconstruction, repair, destruction, conversion, use, inactivation, operation or certification
of the well complies with the requirements of this chapter.

4.68.320 Variances.

A variance from the specific terms of this chapter may be granted by the County
Health Officer when, due to special conditions or exceptional circumstances of the
property, its location or surroundings, a literal enforcement of this chapter would result in
unnecessary hardships. A variance cannot be approved if it would be contrary to the
intent of this chapter or harm public health, safety or welfare. Applications for a variance
shall be made in writing and filed with the County Health Officer with the request for a
permit or certificate provided by this chapter. No variance shall be granted from the
application of Sections 4.68.180 and/or 4.68.190 to domestic wells located in the
Midcoast.

4.68.330 Suspension or revocation of a permit.

(a) In the event any person holding a permit for the construction, reconstruction, repair,
destruction, inactivation, conversion or operation of a well pursuant to this chapter
violates the terms of the permit, this chapter or state law, or conducts or carries on any
use under that permit that is materially detrimental to the public health, safety or welfare,
the County Health Officer shall revoke or suspend said permit in accordance with the
procedures set forth below:

(b) Except as provided in subdivision (c) of this Section, no permit issued under the
provisions of this chapter shall be revoked or suspended until a hearing is held by the
County Health Officer. Written notice of the hearing and intent to revoke or suspend the
permit shall be served upon the permittee as provided in subSection (d) below.

(c) The County Health Officer may revoke or suspend a permit issued under this chapter
before a hearing is held on the matter if, in the opinion of the County Health Officer, the
continued activity or use results in a violation of applicable state or local standards
relating to the establishment or operation of wells, or results in a public nuisance.
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(d) Written notice under this Section shall state the grounds for the revocation or
suspension in clear and concise language, and the date, time, and place for the hearing.
Such notice shall be served by registered mail or personal service on the permittee at least
ten (10) days prior to the date set for the hearing.

4.68.340 Hearing and determination.

At the hearing provided under Section 4.68.330, the permittee or an authorized
representative shall be given an opportunity to be heard and present evidence. Upon
conclusion of such hearing, the County Health Officer shall determine whether or not the
permit shall be suspended or revoked. The decision of the County Health Officer shall be
made in writing within thirty (30) days after the hearing and shall provide the reasons for
the decision. The written declaration shall be served by registered mail or personal
service upon the permittee.

4.68.350 Appeals to Board of Supervisors.

Any aggrieved party may appeal the decision of the County Health Officer
resulting from the hearing provided in Section 4.68.330 to the Board of Supervisors by
filing a notice of appeal with the County Health Officer on a form provided by that
office. The notice of appeal must be filed within ten (10) working days from the date of
the issuance of the County Health Officer’s decision. Within thirty (30) days of a timely
filing of a notice of appeal, the County Health Officer shall transmit the notice together
with its minutes and all other records in the matter to the Board of Supervisors. Upon
receiving a notice of appeal, record, and supporting documents from the County Health
Officer, the Board of Supervisors shall set the matter for public hearing. At such hearing,
the Board of Supervisors shall have all the powers of the County Health Officer under the
provisions of this chapter. In deciding an appeal, the Board of Supervisors shall not hear
or consider any evidence of any kind other than the evidence contained in the record
received from the County Health Officer, nor any argument on the merits of the case
other than that contained in the notice of appeal, unless it sets the matter for a hearing de
novo before itself and gives the same notice of hearing that is required for hearings
before the County Health Officer under Section 4.68.330. The decision of the Board of
Supervisors upon an appeal is final and conclusive in the matter.

4.68.360 Violations.
Any violation of this chapter shall be a misdemeanor and shall be punishable as
provided by San Mateo County Ordinance Code.

4.68.370 Findings of public nuisance.

Notwithstanding any other action or penalty provided by law, any violation of this
chapter shall be deemed a public nuisance, and the County Health Officer may
commence action or proceedings for the abatement, removal and/or enjoinment thereof in
any manner provided by law.

4.68.380 Wells installed without permit
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Upon determining that a well has been installed without the required permit or
permits, the County Health Officer may issue a cease and desist order by certified mail,
return receipt requested, to the owner of the property where the well is located, requiring
the owner to immediately cease use of the well and to obtain such permits as are
necessary to destroy the well or legalize its use.

4.68.390 Policies, regulations and procedures.
The County Health Officer shall adopt policies, regulations and procedures
consistent with this chapter, as appropriate, to implement the provisions of this chapter.

4.68.400 Abandoned wells.
It is unlawful to maintain an abandoned well. Any person owning property upon
which an abandoned well is located shall obtain a permit to destroy or inactivate the well.

4.68.410 Severability.

If any section, subsection, paragraph, sentence clause or phrase of this ordinance
is for reason held to be invalid or unconstitutional by a decision of a court of competent
jurisdiction, it shall not affect the remaining portions of this chapter, including any other
section, subsection, sentence, clause or phrase therein.

SECTION 2. This ordinance will be effective in thirty days.
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