
PICTORIAL DEFINITION OF 

THE WILDLAND URBAN INTERFACE

(WUI)

Emerald Hills



•The urban wildland 

interface areas make up 

the majority of developed 

housing in unincorporated 

San Mateo County.  

•This number continues to 

grow as development is 

forced further into the 

rural hillside parcels.
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Examples of Unincorporated Communities in the 

Wildland  Interface Zone 

•Butano Canyon

•Devonshire Canyon

•El Granada

•Emerald Hills

•Kings Mountain

•La Honda

•Loma Mar

•Los Trancos

•Middleton Tract

•Palomar Park

•Portola Heights

•Pt. Montara

•Skylonda

•Vista Verde



The rate of fire spread 

increases significantly 

with slope.

Ladder fuels assist fire 

migrate into tree tops 

creating crown fire and 

producing large amounts of 

embers.

Burning firebrands 

and embers can 

start hundreds of 

small fires. 



Houses create a 

minimum of 100 

times the fire fuel 

of surrounding 

vegetation.

Houses that are not ignition 

resistant & which do not 

have defensible space do not 

stand a chance in the 

wildland urban interface. 

During a wildland fire.
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Tree Proximity to Combustible Homes and 

Power Lines

Power lines and tree limbs are one 

of the most prominent ignitions.



Expedited/No cost permits for removal of invasive exotics 

such as:  Eucalyptus, Acacia and even Monterey Pines. 



Eucalyptus and Problems they Present



Eucalyptus Debris



Trees with Needles and Wood Shake Roofs



Trees: Issues with Driveways and Roadways



Defensible Space can include Trees and Landscaping.

Emerald Hills


